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PREFACE. 



It is not pretended that the following 
pages present all the facts pertaining to the 
ecclesiastical affairs of the city of New York ; 
still, it is believed that the most material are 
here embodied. It is also believed that the 
facts here stated, and the dates given, may 
both be relied on, as no pains have been 
spared to render them accurate. In relation 
to these, as well as to the numbers in the 
several Churches — ^reference may be had to 
the minutes of the General Synod of the Re- 
formed Dutch Church ; the journals of the 
Annual Convention of the Episcopal 
Church; the minutes of the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church, together 
with the minutes of the Synod of New York 
and New Jersey ; the minutes of the New 
York and Hudson River Baptist Associa- 
tions; and the minutes of the Methodist 
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Annual Conference. These sources of in- 
formation have been carefully examined. 
In relation to the various branches from these 
denominations, as well as the other denomi- 
nations in the city, whether composed of a 
single Church, or of several associated, their 
annual publications have been examined, if 
they have made any, or information has 
been sought from intelligent men among 
them ; and then to ensure, if possible, per- 
ifect accuracy, the sketch of each denoraina- 
|tion, when written, has been exhibited to 
{some leading minister in that denomination, 
for examination and correction. 

Chronological order is observed through- 
out, as far as it was practicable. 

In recording similar facts in so many in- 
stances, much variety of expression cannot 
be expected. No attempt of the kind has 
been made, and as far as style is concerned, 
all that has been aimed at, has been to pre- 
sent the information in a concise and in- 
telligible manner. 

With these explanations the book is sub- 
mitted to the judgment of the public. 
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TESTIMONIALS. 



To insure to the ^^ History of the Churches 
in New York" as much accuracy as possible^ 
the sketch of each denomination was exhibited, 
when written, to some inteUigent man in that 
denomination, that the errors, if any were found, 
might be corrected." 

The following testimonials have been cheerfully 
given: 

From the Rev. Dr. De Witt of the Reformed Dutch 

Church, V - 

'^ I have perused that part of the proposed pub- 
lication of a volume prepared by the Rev. Jona- 
than Greenleaf, giving the history of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Churches in this city, and am pleased 
with the accuracy which characterizes it. I cor- 
dially commend it for publication, . and the pa- 
tronage of our religious community." 

THOMAS DEWITT, 
(kieofthe MmOers of the CoUegiate R. D. Cfutrch. 

Niw YoEE, January 27, 1846.; 
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TEBTjtMONlALB. 
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'IVaiA'tKJt Rev* Xr/ SiohJmatm of the Lutheran 

Church. 

" I hereby certify that the Rev. J. Greenleaf 
has exhibited to me a sketch of the history of the 
Lutheran Church in this city, and as far as I haye 
any knowledge of the facts stated, I believe them 
to be accurate." 

CHARLES FRED. E. STOHLMANN, 

Butor of 8t4 MaJtUuw's Chunhin Walko' gtrttt. 



From the Rev, Dr. Anthon of the Episcopal 

Church, 

" Rev, J. Greenleaf, — ^Dear Sir :— TTou were 
pleased, a short time since, to read to me in 
manuscript, a sketch which you had prepared of 
the Protestant Episcopal Church in the city of 
New York. I am happy to be able to say that 
I listened to it with much interest for the valua- 
ble information contained in it, and which gave 
ample proof, in my judgment, of your accuracy, 
faithfulness, and diligence. A work of this kind 
is much wanted for reference, and the plan and 
details of your volume will, I believe, ensure its 
extensive circulation." 

I am respectfully, your ob't serv't, 

HENRY ANTHON, 

Hector of St IHarl^t Church. 
New Yoei, May 19, 1846. 



TESTIMONIALS. 9 

From the Rev. Dr, ErehSj of the Presbyterian 

Church. 

^^ The Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf has snhmitted 
to me his history of the Presbyterian Churches 
in this city, which I believe to be very accurate, 
and hope to see published.'^ 

JOHN M. KREBS, 

Mimtter oftJuRiagan Strut Ckmdi 
Nkw TokKi January 26, 1846. 



From the Rev. Dr. Potion of the Presbyterian 

Church. 
^' The Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf has read over 
to me that portion of his sketch of the history of 
the churches of this city, which particularly re- 
lates to the Presbyterian interest. It affords roe 
pleasure to s^y that as far as I am conversant 
with the facts, he has embodied them with great 
accuracy and impartiality ; and that as put forth 
by him they will furnish many instructive les- 
sons." WM. PATTON, 

JRufor oftht Spring Street Chm^ 
Nkw Tokk, May 18, 1840. ^ 



From the Rev. Mr. McLaren of the Associaie 
Reformed PresbyteriAn Church. 
"The Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf has read to ^e 
his hbtory of the Associate Reformed Churches 
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in the city of New York, and I believe it to be 

very accurate." 

. WILLIAM MCLAREN, 

Butor of the Msociate Bef Churchy Franklin street. 
' New YoEK, February 9, 1846. 



From the Rev, Dr. Starky of the Associate Pres- 

byteridn Church. 

*^ The Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf has read to me 
the account he has drawn up of the Associate 
Presbyterian Churches in this city, and I believe 
it to be perfectly correct." 

ANDREW STARK, 

Mmtter of the Msociate Presbyterian Churchy Grand street, 
New^Yoek, 9th February, 1846. 



From fhe Rev, JDr. McLeody of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church, 

"The ReV. Mr. Greenleaf, the compiler of 
the Sketches of the History of the Churches in 
this city, having submitted to me the history of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church which is to 
appear in that publication, I hereby certify to the 
accuracy of the substantial &cts which it pre- 
senti^. ^' 

JOHN N. McLEOD, 

Pastor of the Bef, Pres, Churchy Prince Street^ New York. 
New Tore, May 20, 1846, 



TESTIMONIALS. 5 

From the Mev. Dr. William^ of the Baptist 

Church, 

^^ The Rev. Jonathan Greenleaf haVmg read to 
xne his manuscript account of the Baptist 
Churches of thfis city, I take pleasure in certify- 
ing to the research it has evidently cost him, 
and to its substantial accuracy, as £aur as I haye 
knowledge of the facts." 

WILLIAM R. WILLIAMS, 

Flutor ofthi Amity Street Bt^^ Ckmrch, 
Nbw Tobk, February 25, 1846. 



From the Rev. Mr, Bigler^ of the Moravian 

Church. 

" This is to certify that the Rev. Mr. Green- 
leaf communicated to me the short historical 
sketch of the United Brethren or Moravian church 
in this city ; and that so far as I am able to judge 
it is correct." 

DAVID BIGLER, 

Butor of the Moravian Ckmrch^ New York. 
Nbw Tobk, l^ch 4, 1846. 



From the Rev, P. P. Sandfordy of the Methodist 

Episcopal Church, 
" The Rev. Mr. Greenleaf having read to me 
his sketch of the Methodist Episcopal Church in 
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this city, I hereby certify that the same is sub* 

tantially correct, as far as I hare knowledge of 

the facts." 

P. P. SANDFORD, 

Pretiding Elder of the New York Dietriet. 
N«w York, March 17, 1846, 



From the Rev. Mr. Stillwelly of the Methodist 

Society. 

" The Rev. J. Greenleaf has read to me his 

history of the rise and present condition of the 

Methodist Society in New York, together with 

that of the Methodist Protestant Church, which 

1 consider correct." 

W. M. STILLWELL, 

Mmieter of the Meth, Soc, New York, 
New Yoek, February 9, 1846. 



From the Rt. Ret, Bishop McCloskeyy of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 
" This is to certify that the Rev. Mr. Green- 
leaf has exhibited to me the brief historical and 
statistical sketch which he has prepared of the 
different Catholic Churches of this city. His 
statements, I believe, are all sufficiently accu- 
rate " 

JOHN McCLOSKEY, 

Bp, Coadjutor of New York. 
Nsw ToftK, March 5, 1846. 
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thm the Rev. Mr, Balchy of the Univer$a&it 

Church, 

^^This certifies that I have heard the Rev. 
Jonathan Greenleaf read a hrief sketch of the 
rise, progress, and present condition of the Uni- 
Teisalist Churches in this city, and that I belieye 
his relation to be correct." 

WM. S. BALCH, 

Butor of the BUecker Street VmvenaUtt aoeietf. 
New Yobk, May 18, 1846. 



Pram the Ret, Mr, Harrison^ of the Conyrega* 

tional Church. 
" This may certify that the Rev. Mr. Green- 
leaf has read to me his sketch of the History 
of the Congregational Churches in this city, and 
I believe it to be correct.'' 

JOSEPH HARRISON, 

Butor of the Providence ChapO^ Thompeon Street, N, F. 
New Yosk, May 16, 1846. 



The information respecting the Jews, the 
Friends, the New Jerusalem Church, the Uni- 
tarian Church, and the Christian Church, was 
furnished to a considerable extent by leading men 
in those denominations, and hence it was con- 
sidered unnecessary to obtain any certificates to 
the accuracy of the sketches of tho-e bodies. 



REFORMED DUTCH CHURCH, 

1626. 



The city of New York being originally set- 
tled by the Dutch, it was very natural that 
the Reformed Dutch Church should have 
the precedency among the people. And so 
it was. There were members of that church 
in New York as early as the year 1620, and 
it is believed that, in 1626, a church organi- 
zaticAi was effected. From 1639^ there are 
regular records. 

The Dutch having obtained permission 
of the natives, built a fort on Manhattan 
Island in 1623. This fort stood on what is 
called " the Battery,'* not far, as is said, from 
the "Bowling Green.*'^ It was a large 
square, containing several houses, and in 
1642, a church edifice was erected in the 
south-east comer of the fort, which stood 
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nearly one hundred years, and was finally 
bamt down in 1741, and not again rebuilt. 

The building of this first church is thus 
related in « Watson's Olden Time." « The 
Dutch Reformed Church was erected within 
the fort by Gov. Keift, in 1642, being a stone 
structure, with split oaken shingles, then 
called 'wooden slate.' The cause and 
manner of its establishment has been 
curiously related by De Vries, saying, ' As I 
was every day with Commander Keift, I 
told him, that as he had now made a fine 
tavern, the Stadt-herberg, at Coenties slip, 
that we also wanted very badly a church ; 
for until then we had nothing but a mean 
barn (in appearance) for our worship; 
whereas in New England, their first (oncern 
was a fine church, and we ought to do the 
same. Wherefore I told him I would con- 
tribute a hundred guilders, and he, as Gov- 
ernor, should precede me. Whereupon 
we agreed, and chose J. P. Kuyter, I. C. 
Damen, with ourselves, as four Kerch Mees^ 
terSj to superintend the building. John and 
Richard Ogden contracted to build the same 
of stone for 2,500 guilders, say d£416. It 
was to be seventy-feet by fifty-two, and six- 
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teen feet high.' Before another house of 
worship was erected, the city had began to 
be settled a little further out, so that in 1695 
there was about 850 families found here, 
divided in six denominations, viz. Dutch 
families within the fort, 90; Dutch Cal- 
vinists, 450 ; Dutch Lutherans, 30 ; French, 
200 ; Jews, 20 ; English dissenters, 40 ; and 
about 20 families of Dutch Calvinists at 
Harlem. Eev. Dr. Henricus Selyns, or So- 
linus, as he is sometimes called, preached to 
the Dutch Calvinists in the city proper, and 
at Harlem ; Dr. Perot was the French minis- 
ter ; and Saul Brown was the minister of the 
Jews. The Lutheran congregation was 
very small, and it is not known whether 
they had any stated minister. As the people 
began to stretch themselves abroad, another 
church was projected^^and was built in 1693, 
in what was then called ' Garden Alley,' but 
afterwards ' Garden Street,' and now * Ex- 
change Place,' running in the rear of the 
Merchants' Exchange, and thence into 
Broad street. The ground here had been 
laid out and cultivated with much taste, and 
hence, probably, the name ' Garden Alley' 
was given to the street passing by it. The 
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locs^tion of a church here was objected to by 
some as being * too far out of town,' but was 
finally carried. ' A rare demur/ says the 
writer of the account, * in our modern views 
of distance.' This was afterwards called 
* The South Church.' " 

The l|;)uilding was eight square, with a 
tower or steeple in the centre of the roof. .In 
1776, the edifice was enlarged and repaired. 
The last sermon ever preached in it was 
delivered to fourteen hearers. It was closed 
for some time, and in 1807, was rebuilt of 
ston^e, sixty-six feet long, and fifty widcj and 
a large congregation continued to assemble 
there until, in 1813, it was separated from 
the Collegiate Church, and became a distinct 
charge. 

Middle Dutch Church. 

The increasing population of the city 
made it necessary for the Dutch Church to 
erect another house of worship not many 
years after the erection of the South, or 
Gfarden Street Church. This was built on 
Nassau street, between Cedar and Liberty 
streets. Until the erection of a third build- 
ing this was called " The New Church," but 
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has been known for many years as '• The 
Middle Dutch Church." This was opened 
in 1729. It is a most substantial stone 
building, 100 feet long, and 70 feet wide, 
with a good steeple and bell. When first 
built it had no gallery, and the ceiling was 
one entire arch without pillars. The pulpit 
was on the eastern side. It remained in 
thi^ form for more than thirty years, but in 
1764, the pulpit was removed to the north 
end of the house, a gallery was erected on 
the three other sides, and large pillars put 
up to support the roof. During the Revolu- 
tionary war it was closed as a place of wor- 
ship, and used by the British as a prison 
and a riding-school, while the pews and 
other wood-work were torn up and used as 
fuel. After the war it was repaired, and 
continued as a place of worship, becoming, 
as is believed, the birth-place of many souls, 
until the year 1844, when the business of the 
city having increased so much around it, 
that almost every family for a considerable 
distance had removed, and two commodious 
bouses of worship belonging to the collegiate 
church having been previously built in the 
npper part of the city, it. was thought expe- 
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dient to relinquish public worship in the 
Middle Church. A farewell meeting was 
held in the church on Sabbath evening, 
August 11, 1844, when the Rev. Dr. Knox, 
the senior pastor, preached from John iv. 20 
— ^24, showing that God required spiritual 
worship, but that the place where it was of- 
fered was immaterial ; and the Rev. Dr. De 
Witt, one of the colleague pastors, presented 
an outline of the history of the Church, and 
pronounced the benediction in the Dutch 
language. It was then leased to the govern* 
ment for the city Post Office, the exterior of 
the building being not materially altered, 
and the cemetery around it remaining un- 
touched. 

North Dutch Church. 

The Dutch congregation, finding their 
two churches in Garden Street and Nassau 
street, would not accommodate the people, 
projected the building of another, on Wil- 
liam street, corner of Fulton street, and 
it was erected on ground given to the church 
by John Harpending, Esq; the corner- 
stone of the building was laid July 2d^ 1767, 
and the house was completed and opened 
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for public worship May 25th, 1769. It was 
caUed " The North Dutch Church." It is a 
fine stone building, measuring 100 feet by 
70, with a lofty steeple, and was built at a 
cost of d£ll,'948 9s. 4d. In 1842, the inte- 
nor of the building was remodelled, and 
somewhat modernized^ but the exterior pre- 
serves the stately, venerable, and imposing 
appearance of ancient times. Until a few 
years before the erection of the North 
Church, all the public religious services had 
been held in the Dutch language. But the 
increase of the English language among the 
people, and the proportionate decline of the 
Dutch, became too apparent to escape the 
notice of observing men ; and it became more 
and more evident to reflecting minds that 
unless the English Itoguage was introduc- 
ed, the younger people would attach them- 
selves to churches where that language was 
used, and the Dutch churches would dwin- 
dle away. Long discussions were held on 
thjis subject, and no little excitement was 
jMToduced by the resolution which was final- 
ly adopted by the Consistory of the Colle- 
giate Church to call a minister who should 
officiate in the English language, while the 
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Dutch was still to be continued for a^{)art of 
each Sabbath. The Rev. Dr. Laidlie was 
the person called, and he preached his first 
sermon in English in the Middle Dutch 
Church, on the afternoon of the last Sabbath 
in March, 1764, from 2 Cor. v., 11, " Know^ 
ing therefore the terror of the Lord^ we per^ 
sv^ade menP All the services were con- 
ducted in English except the singing, which 
was performed in Dutch, led by Jacobus 
Van Antwerp, " the fore singer," as the con- 
gregation were unacquainted with English 
psalmody. The house was densely crowd- 
ed, the aisles were filled, many climbed up in 
the windows, and many of the most re- 
spectable people stood through the whole 
exercise.* 

Ninth Street Church. 

This is a plain though a substantial brick 
building, without a spire, 94 feet long, and 
64 wide, erected in the year 1837, on the 
north side of Ninth street, between Broad- 
way and the Bowery. It is found a ve^y 
convenient location for a large portion of the* 
Collegiate Church who have removed to 
that section of the city. 

* See *" OM^n Time in New TOrk,'' pages 17, 18. 



reformed dutch church. 17 

Church on Lafayette Place. 

This is an elegant modern built granite 
edifice erected by the Collegiate Church in 
1839. It measures 110 feet by 75, and will 
comfortably accommodate nearly 1500 per- 
8ons. It stands on the comer of Lafayette 
place and Fourth street, near Broadway. 
These three Churches, viz., "The North 
Church," now, however, the most southern 
of all the Dutch Churches, the Ninth Street 
Church, and the Church on Lafayette place, 
are now the places of worship for the " Col- 
legiate Dutch Church," and are under but 
one ecclesiastical jurisdiction. At the last 
report, in June, 1845, the CoUegiate Church 
contained 490 families, and 1376 members 
in communion. There are now in the 
Church four stated pastors. 

The following list exhibits the names of 
the pastors of the Collegiate Church, with 
the dates of their installation, and dismis- 
sion or death, so far as it is known : 

Bey. Ererardus Bogardus, died 1517. 

(brothers and col- 
l^Taiied^rjhysi! 
cian. Little is known 
i. of eit^. \ 
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Rev. Samuel Drissius, was settled as coUe^jH^e with 
Samuel Megapolensis who survived his brotlier, — 
both were dead in 1669. 

Rev. Wilhelmus Van Nieuenhuysen, D,D,i called 
from Holland in 1671, removed to Brooklyn in 
1676, but officiated some in New York till his 
death in 1680. 

Rev. Henricus Solyns, called from Holland to Brook- 
lyn in 1660, and officiated there and at Gov. Stuy- 
vesant's Chapel at the Bouwerie, for about a year, 
when he returned to Holland. Recalled to the 
Collegiate Church in 1682, and died 1700. 

Rev. Gualterus Dubois, installed 1699, died 1756. 

Rev. Henricus Boel, settled as colleague with Mr. 
Dubois 1713, and died 1754. 

Rev. Johannes Ritzema, settled as colleague with the 
two preceding in 1744, left the city at the com- 
mencement of the war in 1776, and died at Kinder- 
hook in 1796. 

Rev. Lambertus de Ronde, settled in 1751, the three 
preceding being then living, and died at Schagti- 
cokein 1795. 

Rev. Archibald Laidlie,D.D., called to preach in Eng- 
lish in 1764, died of consumption at Redhook, 1778, 
aged 51. 

Rev. John H. Livingston, D.D., settled in 1770, re- 
signed his charge, having been appointed Professor 
of Theology in the Seminary at New Brunswfck, ja 
1810, where he died Jan. 20, 1825, aged 79. *" 

Rev. William Linn, settled in 1785, dismissed on ac- 
count of ill health in 1805, died at Albany, Jan., 
1808. 
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Rev,#erardu8 A. Kuypers, installed May, 1789, died 
June 28, 1833. 

Rev. John N. Abeel, installed in 1795, died Jan. 19, 
1812, after a lingering sickness of seven years. 

Rev. John Schureman, settled 1809, dismissed in 
1811, having been elected a professor in the Col- 
lege at New Brunswick. 

Rev. Jacob Brodhead, D.D., installed Dec., 1809, re- 
signed the chaige 1813. 

Rev. Philip Milledoler, D.D., settled Feb., 1813, re- 
signed the charge Feb., 1825. 

Rev. John Knox, D.D., ordained ani installed July 14, 
1816, still living. 

Rev. Paschal N. Strong, ordained and installed July 
14, 1816, died at St. CrOix, W. I., April 7, 1825. 

Rev. Wm. C. Brownlee, D.D., installed June 17, 
1826, still living. 

Rev. Thomas De Witt, D.D., installed Sept 16, 1827, 
still living. 

Rev. Thomas E. Vermilye, D.D., installed Nov., 
1839, still Uving; 

Garden STteJ^f1|p: South Church. 

As before stated, the Gard&: Street, or 
South Church was originally a part of the 
coHegiate charge, and in this relation it re- 
Aiained until the year 1813, when it was 
separated, and the Rev. James M. Mathews 
was installed its pastor. Rev. Dr. Mathews 
remsdned sole pastor of the church until 1834^ 
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when the Rev. Mancius S. HuUon was 
installed as colleague pastor ; Dr. Mathews 
being then Chancellor of the- University 
of New York. At the great fire in New 
York, on the 16th of December, 1S35, ihe 
church edifice in Garden street was burnt, 
although the walls were left standing. But 
it was thought best not to repair or rebuild 
on that spot, as almost every family had re- 
moved from that vicinity, and stores and large 
warehouses occupied the place of dwellings. 
After due consideration a site was selected 
for a church edifice on Murray street, corner 
of Church street, and preparations made to 
erect a building. A part of the people, how- 
ever, had a preference for the upper part of 
the city, and a new building was projected 
to stand on Wooster street, fronting Wash- 
ington square, and a new church was 
organized, called the "Reformed Dutch 
Church on Washington Square." Both 
pastors resigned the charge of the " South 
Church," and became colleague pastors of 
the new church. The church edifice on 
Murray street was completed and opened 
toward the close of the year 1^37, and^ in 
April, 1838, the Rev. John Al. Macauley was 
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ordained aod installed pastor of the ^^ Sonth 
Dutch Church," which office he still sustains. 
The church numbers 261 in communion. 

Church on Washington Square. 

This church was organized in April, 
1S37, and consisted of 49 original members. 
Rev. Dr. Mathews and Rev. Mr. Hutton 
became pastors of the church, and com- 
menced preaching in the chapel of the 
University, until the new edifice was com- 
pleted in 1840. In 1842 Dr. Mathews re- 
signed his chsorge, and Rev. Dr. Hutton 
remains sole pastor. The church numbers 
243 in communion. 

■ 

Church at HARLSBf. 

It is difficulti if not quite impossible, to 
ascertain with precision when a church 
4»gaoizatioa was effected at Harlem. Dutch 
settlers were there very eariy,but whether they 
were in connection with the Collegiate Church, 
or whether they were formed into a distinct 
church, there are no records to show. It is 
stated in the old Dutch Records of Hailem, 
that on September 30, 1696, the Rev. j^ 

3 « 
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Henricus Solyns preached the first sermon 
in a new church then built, and administered 
the Lord's Supper. Hence, there was then 
a church and a house of worship. The 
want of records prevent! also any definite 
information concerning the names of the 
ministers who may have officiated here, 
for nearly 100 years after this. The first 
minister of whom we have any definite ac- 
count was the Rev. Martinus Schoonmaker, 
who held the pastoral office at Harlem pre- 
vious to the year 1785, officiating there and 
at Gravesend ; but he left in that year, and 
become pastor of the Dutch Church in 
Flatbush, where he died May 20, 1824, at 
the advanced age of 87 years. It is not 
known precisely how long he had preached 
at Harlem. Up to this time it is supposed 
that the services at Harlem had been con- 
ducted in the Dutch language, but it is 
doubtful whether preaching in that language 
was continued after this.^ After the dis- 
mission of Mr. Schoonmaker, the church at 

* The supposition that the public services at Harlem 
had been performed in Dutch is grounded on the fact that 
Mr. Schoonmaker alwa3r8 preached in Dutch at Flatbush, 
never having attempted it in English but once^ — /SSm 
FHmes Hittory of Long Jsland^pa^ 328. 
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Harlem remained destitute of a stated pastor 
for the space of nearly six years, but in 
September, 1791, a call was presented to the 
Rev. John F. Jackson, which he accepted. 
Mr. Jackson remained pastor of the church 
more than thirteen years, and resigned the 
charge in April, 1805. Immediately after 
this the church called the Rev. Philip Mille- 
doler, which he declined. The next pastor 
of this church was the Rev. Jeremiah 
Romeyn, who was settled here in April, 1806. 
After about seven years some difficulties 
arose, and at the meeting of classis in 
November, 1813, Mr. Romeyn requested to 
be dismissed, the church consenting thereto. 
But the classis declined to comply with the 
request. In January following this request 
was renewed and granted. But the troubles 
in the church did not end with the dismis- 
sion of the minister, and in October, 1814, 
the classis appointed a committee of investi- 
gation, and after about eighteen months, the 
congregation united in presenting a call to 
Mr. Cornelius C. Vermule, which he accept- 
ed. This took place in September, 1816* 
Rev. Dr. Vermule continued his labors at 
Harlem acceptably and usefully for the term 
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of twenty years, when his health becoming 
impaired, he resigned his charge in October, 
1836, and after a vacancy of something oyer 
a year, the present pastor of the church, the 
Rev. Richard L. SchoonmgJcer, was ordained 
in March, 1838. 

German Reformed Church. 

Among the very early inhabitants of New 
York wer« some Germans, both Lutherans 
and Calvinists, and, as might of course* be 
expected, they had some church order here 
in the " olden time.'* But of their very early 
movements little or no record remains. We 
have some few traces of the Lutheran 
Church, but nothing very distinct of the Cal- 
vinistic part,— generally known as the " Ger- 
man Reformed,*' — ^until about the year 1758. 
Before this the German emigrants to New 
York, who were in sentiment Calvinists, and 
who understood the Low Dutch language, 
attached themselves to the Reformed Dutch 
Church, while those who could speak Ger- 
man only were constrained to attend the 
Lutheran Church, where the service was in 
German. But about the year 1768, the 
number having considerably increased, a 
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meeting was established of the members of 
the trae German Reformed Church. A sub- 
scription was made to support a minister, 
and a building, formerly used as a theatre, 
Was purchased for $1250, and fitted up as a 
place of worship. It stood on Nassau street, 
between John street and Maiden Lane* 
The first minister employed was the Rev. Mr. 
Rozencrantz, who had been preaching to a 
small congregation of Germans on the 
Mohawk river, and was driven off by the 
Indians, tie officiated in the German 
Church in New York for ab9ut a year- 
Two others, whose names are unknown, 
succeeded, but neither remained long. After 
this the Church wrote to the Consistory of 
Heidelburgh, requesting them to send over 
a suitable man for their minister, and accord- 
ingly the Rev. J. M. Kern was sent, and 
arrived in New York in Sept., 1763, and took 
chaise of the congregation. By his advice 
the church adopted the name of the " German 
Reformed Congregation in New York," 
attaching themselves to the Classis of Am- 
sterdam and Synod of North Holland. This 
brought them at once into connection with 
the Collegiate Reformed Dutch Church in 

3* 
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this city ; and when a regular call of the 
German Church was made out for Mr. 
Kern to take the pastoral office, the Rev. Mr. 
De Ronde, of the Collegiate Church, presided 
at the meeting, and Mr. Kern was installed 
by the ministers of the Collegiate Church on 
January 27, 1764. The congregation had 
not occupied their house of worship for a 
year, when, being already an old and decay* 
ed building, they found it necessary to take 
it down and rebuild it This was done in the 
year 1765, the corner-stone being laid on the 
8th of March in that year, by the Rev. Mr. 
Kern and the consistory of the church, each 
one placing a stone of the foundation. Mr. 
Kern continued with the cburch but a few 
years after this, and was succeeded, in 1772, 
by Rev. C. F. Peering, who was installed in 
May in that year by the ministers of the 
Collegiate Church, as his predecessor had 
been. Mr. Foering was succeeded by Rev. 
Mr. Gebhard, who was pastor in 1776, when 
the British took possession of the city.' He 
then went to Claverack, a town, back of 
Hudson, where he preached till his death. 

Soon after the close of the war, in Dec., 
1783, tl^ church obtained as a pastor the 
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Rev. J. D. Gross, and after him, in May, 
1795, the Rev. Philip Milledoler was called, 
and continued pastor of the church for s^nt 
ten years. About this time very trying con- 
troversies arose in the church, and parties 
were arrayed against each other. They still 
had preaching. Rev. Mr. Runkle, Rev. Mr. 
Dryer, and Rev. Mr. Smith successively 
ministered to the congregation from 1805 to 
1814, although the regularity of their several 
settlements was called in question by parties 
among themselves. In the year 1804, the 
Rev. Mr. Labagh was called, with the appro- 
bation of the Classis, and continued as pas- 
tor, in a state of tolerable quiet, until the 
year 1832, when he resigned his charge. At 
this time the congregation thought it best to 
dispose of their house of worship in Nassau 
stireet, and erect a new church edifice in 
Forsyth street, which was accordingly done. 
The old building was sold. It is still stand- 
ing on Nassau street, near Maiden Lane, 
and is converted into an eating-house, known 
as " Gk)sling's Dining Saloon." It bears the 
street numbers of 64 and 66. , 

The first minister in the new house was 
the Rev. Caiarles Knouse, who officiated 
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there until the year 1827. Rev. George 
Mills sacceeded him in 1828, and continued 
to officiate for five years, leaving in 1833. 
In the next year the Lutheran party, who had 
been struggling in the church for many 
years, obtained possession, and, under their 
auspices, the Rev. Lewis Smith officiated 
three years, from 1834 to 1837, when h6 
died. 

The question of right to the church edifice 
had been before the State CJourt of Chancery 
for some time, and was undecided at the time 
of Mr. Smith's death. After this event took 
place, in the early part of 1838, Rev. John S. 
Ebaugh commenced preaching in the church 
for the " German Reformed," but before the 
close of the year the Lutheran party were 
put in possession of the property by a deci- 
sion of the Vice Chancellor. Thus matters 
remained until the spring of 1844, when the 
Chancellor reversed the decision before given, 
and gave back the house to the German Re- 
formed Church, and the Lutherans retired 
to a hall on Grand street, making a final 
appeal to the " Court of Errors." In Jan., 
1846, this court reversed the decision of the 
Chancellor, and the Lutherans again took 
possession of the house of worship. 
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Reformed Dutch Church at Greenwich. 

At a meeting of the classis of New York, 
in November, 1803, a request was made in 
behalf of a number of members of the Re- 
formed Duteh Church, residing at. Green- 
wich, " to be constituted and organized into 
a congregation in connection with, and under 
the jurisdiction of, the classis." This request 
was granted, and on the 9lh of December 
following, the church was duly organized. 
The first pastor of the church was the Rev. 
Stephen N. Rowan, who was ordained and 
installed in December, 1807, and continued 
Ms labors until August, 1819, when some 
difficulties arising between him and the 
consistory, the pastoral conneetion was dis- 
solved, and a portion of the congregation 
leaving with him, they organized what was 
called « The Eighth Presbyterian Church,'' 
and erected a house of worship on Christo- 
pher street, formerly called <* Skinner road.'' 
Rev. Charles Hardenburgh succeeded Mr. 
Rowan in the Dutch Church, being in- 
stalled^ in May, 1820, but was removed, by 
death in September of the next year. The 
next pastor of the church was the B^v 
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Nicholas I. Marselus, who commenced his 
labors in April, 1822. 

The old church edifice which was built in 
1802, and enlarged in 1807, and in which 
the congregation then worshipped, was a 
wooden building, standing midway between 
Amos and Charles streets. This was found 
to be too small for the accommodation of the 
increasing congregation, and in 1826 it was 
sold to a society of Reformed Presbyterians, 
and removed entire to Waverley Place, near 
Grove street, where it now stands. " The 
removal of a church entire, with a spire, 
containing a public clock, and in motion 
during the time, was regarded as a very 
novel sight, and the novelty was heightened 
by the fact that while it was under way 
through Charles street to Fourth street, a 
congregation was assembled within its 
walls, to whom a sermon was delivered from 
the pulpit by a clergyman who had been 
engaged by the mover for this purpose."* 
In the place of the building thus sold, a very 
substantial and commodious brick edifice 
was erected in Bleecker street, corner of 
Amos street, and opened that year. 

* Rev. Dr. Marselus* Anniversary Sermon, page 38. 
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The labors of the Rev. Dr. Marselus, who 
continues pastor of the church, have been 
very successful, and notwithstanding the 
formation of many churches around, the 
communicants in that church were 625 at 
their last annual report, and the number of 
families in the congregation 300, a larger 
church and congregation than any other 
Dutch Church in the city, with the single 
exception of the Collegiate Church, which 
has four ministers, and three places of wor- 
ship. 

Church on Twenty-first Street. 

This church was a branch of the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church at Greenwich, and though 
very recent in its date, is very properly in- 
troduced here. Many of those who attend- 
ed the church at Greenwich resided far 
above the location of that church, and the 
ultimate establishment of another Dutch 
Church in that section of the city had been 
for a long time an object of deep solicitude 
with many persons. Several years before it 
took place, the late Rev. John F. Jackson 
communicated his intention to give freely a 
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sufficient plot of ground for church pur- 
poses, whenever a Dutch Church should be 
organized in that region ; and when it was 
found that a sufficient number of families 
and church members were collected to war- 
rant the undertaking, measures were taken 
to organize a church, secure the ground, and 
erect a suitable building. Before this took 
place, Mr. Jackson had departed to his rest, 
but his widow and children promptly and 
cheerfully carried out his design. 

The Church was organized in the Gre^a- 
wich Church, March 20, 1836, and here they 
continued to worship for nearly three years, 
until a house of worship was prepared for 
their reception. This was aoeompliBhed in 
1839, when a convenient building of bijok 
was erected on Twenty<»FiiBt street, iwar 
Fifth Avenue, fiftyniix feet lon^ and thirty- 
four feet wide. Soon after this, the Bev. 
Edward H. May was iastaUed pastor of ite 
church, in which office he stiU cootiiiQeB. 
Forty families were reported in the coiigre* 
gatixMi in June la^ and sixtynseyen mem- 
bers in communion. 



BSFORMBD PVTQB CHURCH. 38 

Bloominodale Dutch Church. 

Aboqt five miles from the City Hall, near 
the North river, there was very early a Utile 
village called " Harsenville," from the name 
of some of the first «ettlers. That name is 
nearly lost at this day, — ^the whole district 
ground being known as '* Bloomingdale." 
The Dutch people there, who were religious, 
were generally connected with the Collegiate 
Church, bu^ being at an inconvenient dis- 
tance from the place of public worship, in 
the early part of the year 1805, Mr. Jacob 
Harsen erected on his own land 9 small 
wooden buildipg for a house of worship, and 
it was publicly dedicated a^s such by the 
Rev. Dr. Livingston, on the last Sabbath in 
June, 1805. On the 9th of September, in 
the same yej^r, ^ church of four members 
was organized by Dr. Livingston in the 
house of Mr. Harsen, apd called '^ The Har- 
senville Church," but now known as the 
Bloomiiigdale Dutch Church. To this church 
another ipemb^ was soon added, and the 
officers were duly installed, October aOtb, 
wd the house of worship was conveyed to 
tl^e church by Mr. Harsen. 

4 
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The first pastor of this church was the Rev. 
Alexander Gunn, who was called May 21st, 
1808. The church, being few in number, 
struggled along under many embarrassments 
for about six yearsj when, in the midst of 
pecuniary difficulties, they resolved to erect a 
better ch urc h edifice. A successful effort was 
accordingly made, and a substantial building 
of stone was erected, at a cost of $16,000. 
It stands on 68th Street, between 9th and 
10th Avenues, and measures 65 feet, by 55, 
and, what is worthy of special remark, the 
efforts of the people were so successful that 
when the house was finished they were less 
in debt than when they began, — evincing 
how a kind Providence favors those who 
seek the promotion of his glory in the exten- 
sion of the Redeemer's kingdom. The old 
house of worship continued to be used for 
evening services and meetings on week days 
until 1832, when it was consumed by fire. 

Dr. Gunn continued pastor of the church 
until his death, which took place October 1st, 
1828, in the 44th year of his age, and the 
20th year of his nvinistry. 

ReV. Francis M. Kip was the second pas- 
tor of the church. He was called July 8th, 
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1830, and resigned bis charge September 
27tb, 1831. 

The church was then supplied for six 
months by Rev. Isaac P. Labagh, and after- 
wards, for two years and a half, by Rev. 
John Alburtis. The third and present pas- 
tor of the church is the Rev. Enoch Van 
Aken, who was called to the pastoral charge 
May 26th, 1835. 

The present number of members in the 
church is 82. 

The North-west Dutch Church. 

About the year 1807, it was thought 
proper to attempt the establishment of an- 
other Reformed Dutch Church. Accordingly 
a site was selected for a building by the 
Consistory of the Collegiate Church, on 
Franklin street, between Church and Chapel 
streets, — now West Broadway; and in the 
course of that year the organization was 
effected, and though organized as a branch 
of the Collegiate Church, yet when they be- 
gan to act it was in an independent manner^ 
and so they have continued. It was incor- 
porated under the statute as " The North- 
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west Datch Church,** though it is generally 
known among the people as the '^ Franklin 
Street Church.** 

The first pastor of this church was the 
Rev. Christian Boric, who was called here 
from Schodac, near Albany, in the spring of 
1S08, and continued his ministry until his 
death, in September, 1823. The history of 
Mr. Bork is interesting. He was born in the 
city of Berlin, in Prussia, about the year 
1756. His early education was rather 
limited, but he improved well what advan- 
tages he had, joining therewith a very reten- 
tive memory, a large share of excellent com- 
mon sense, and a remarkably enterprising 
spirit When he was about 18 years of age 
the Revolutionary war commenced, and some 
Hessian troops being about to be sent from 
Germany to assist the British in the reduc- 
tion of the Colonies, he enlisted as a common 
soldier in one of those companies, designing 
in this way to see the New World. Soon 
after landing, his company was attached to 
the northern army, under General Burgoyne, 
and he was captured with him near Saratoga, 
on October 17th, 1777. A large portion of 
the Hessian soldiers remained in the country, 
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adopting it finally as their own. Thas did 
Mr. Bork. Directing his steps towards 
Albany, he offered himself as a teacher, and, 
as htt spoke both High and Low Dutch 
fluently, he was well received by the Dutch 
people in that region. In the course of a 
few years he married into a respectable 
Dutch family, and now considering himself 
a citizen, before the close of the war, he en- 
listed in the American army, in what was 
termed the " nine months service," served 
out the time, and obtained an honorable dis- 
charge. 

After leaving the army Mr. Bork resum- 
ed the business of teaching. Until this time 
he had lead a careless life ; but now it was 
ordered in Providence that the Rev. Dr. Liv- 
ingston should visit that region of country? 
in order to carry th^ gospel to the scattered 
population. As there were few houses of 
worship, he was at one time holding a meet- 
ing in a barn, and there Mr. Bork heard the 
word unto his salvation, and with his cha- 
racteristic promptness, he embraced the offer 
of eternal life ; and though many obstacles 
lay in his path, he resolved to encounter 
them all, and make his way into the min- 

4» 
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istiy. He was encouraged in this eiflTort by 
the Rev. Mr. Bassett, pastor of the Butch 
Church in Albany, under whose direction he 
pursued his studies, until he was licensed to 
preach the gospel. He preached to good 
acceptance for several years in the vicinity 
of Albany ; and was pastor of the Reformed 
Butch Church at Schodae, when be waa 
called to New York. His ministry in Frank- 
lin street, which lasted about fifteen years, 
was productive of much good. His public 
ministrations were plcdn, scriptural and faith- 
ful, and his preaching will be long remem- 
bered by those who were privileged to hear 
it 

Mr. Bork died greatly lamented, as before 
stated, in September, 1833, and was suc- 
ceeded in the following spring, by the Rev. 
George Bubois. After some years the health 
of Mr. Bubois became impaired, and finding 
the large charge of the church in Franklin 
street more than he could sustain, he resign- 
ed it in the summer of 1837, and was after- 
wards settled in the Butch Church in Tar- 
rytown, where he died. The next pastor of 
the church was the Rev. Christopher Hunt, 
who was installed in November, 1837. The 
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ministry of Mr. Hunt was very brief. In a 
little more than a year after his settlement he 
was taken sick, and he died May 7th, 1839, 
aged 38. After the death of Mr. Hont, the 
Rev. James Harkness was hired for a year, 
and a strong desire was manifested by apart 
of the people to call him as permanent pas- 
tor ; others thought differently, and the result 
was a separation. Nearly the whole of the 
consistory, with nearly half of the members 
of the church, left, and with Mr. Harkness as 
the preacher, established separate worship in 
a HalJ, on the corner of Bi^badway and Leo- 
nard street. They afterwards united with the 
Laight Street Presbyterian Church. In No- 
vember, 1840, the Rev. James B. Harden- 
bergh, D.D., was installed pastor of the 
Franklin Street Church. Divine Providence 
has again smiled upon them ; their desola- 
tions are repaired ; their house of worship is 
well filled; and they reported in June last, 
300 members in communion. Dr. Harden- 
bergh is still their pastor. 

Market Street Church. 

After the establishment of the Franklin 
Street Church, in 1807, no farther attempt 
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was made by the Dutch Church to extend 
their borders, for about twelve years, and 
then three churches were added in quick 
succession, viz: Market Street, Houston 
Street, and Broome Street. 

The " Market Street Church" was orga- 
nized in September, 1819, by Rev. Drs. Mil- 
ledoler and Kuypers, then the pastors of the 
Collegiate Church, when thirty -one members 
were enrolled. The house of worship now 
standing on Market street, at the corner of 
Henry street, was erected during that sum- 
mer, and occupied immediately by the newly 
constituted body. They were not long with- 
out a pastor, as the Rev. William McMurray 
was ordained, and installed as such, in the 
following year. Dr. McMurray remained 
in the pastoral ofl&ce in this church for 15 
years, and was removed by death in the au- 
tumn of 1835. The church was vacant for 
nearly one year, when the Rev. Isaac Ferris, 
D.D., then pastor of the First Dutch Church 
in Albany, accepted this call, and was in^ 
stalled in the summer of 1836, — he is still 
pastor. A large congregation assembles 
there, and the church reported, in June last, 
four hundred and forty-four members. 
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Houston Street Church. 

In the year 1823, an effort of a missionary 
character was made to provide the means of 
grace for some destitute portionsr of the popu- 
lation, and the Rev. Stephen Ostrander was 
employed as a preacher. A large room in 
the Watch house, at the oomer of Prince and 
Wooster streets, was procured, and a meet- 
ing for worship was held here for several 
months, the people having in view the estab- 
lishment of a Reformed Dutch Church, 
somewhere in that region. As the matter 
ripened for an effort to build, there was a 
diversity of sentiment as to the place, which 
resulted in a separation, ieimioably accom- 
plished, but of course demanding a great 
struggle in both sections. 

The church, now worshipping on Green 
street, corner of Houston street, and known 
as the " Houston Street Dutch Church," was 
first formed. A consistory of three elders, 
and three deacons, was organized on the 
15th of April, 1823, and at the communion 
in June following, other members had been 
added, making the whole number at that 
time eighteen. Arrangements were made 
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for the erection of a bouse of worship, which 
was accomplished, and the house was open- 
ed toward the close of the year 1825. Soon 
after this, the Rev. Eli Baldwin was ordain- 
ed, and installed pastor of the churdh. After 
some years the health of Dr. Baldwin de- 
clined, and he resigned the charge of the 
church in the spring of 1839. At this time 
the congregation had become very small, 
and the people were greatly disheartened ; 
they however called as pastor, the Rev. I. S. 
Demund, then pastor of a church in New 
Jersey, which he accepted, and was installed 
in July, 1839,— he is still pastor. The la- 
bors of Mr. Demund in this church have 
been much blessed; the congregation has 
been gradually increasing ; many have been 
added to the church, which now enrols one 
hundred and eighty-five members. 

Broome Street Dutch Church. 

When the division stated above took 
place, a site was selected for a church edifice 
on Broome street, corner of Greene street, 
and preparations made to build. Before the 
house of worship was finished, it was thought 
expedient to organize the church, which was 
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accomplished on the second Wednesday in 
December, 1823. 'J'he meeting-house was 
finished, and opened in the beginning of the 
next year, and in April, 1824, the Rev, 
Robert McLean was called as pastor, Mr, 
McLean remained but two years, when he 
resigned his charge, and was succeeded in 
AjMril, 1826, by the Rev, Jacob Brodhead. 
The ministry of Dr. Brodhead continued 
over eleven years. He resigned in October, 
1837 ; and was succeeded, in December 
following, by the Rev. Samuel A. Van 
Vranken. Dr, Van Vranken h^ld the pas- 
toral office for four years, being dismissed in 
October, 1841, having been elected Professor 
of Theology in the Theological Seminary at 
New Brunswick, New Jersey, The present 
pastor of the church, Rev. George H. Fisher, 
D.D., was called in December, 1841, This 
church has been generally in a flourishing 
condition since its establishment The con- 
gregation is large, and they report 217 mem- 
bers in communion. 

Orchard Street Church. 

In the year 1826, the Rev. James H. Teller, 
a young minister of the Reformed Dutch 
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Churcb, commenced preaching in a school- 
room in Ludlow street, with a view of 
gathering a church. The enterprise was 
quite successful, and a church of 34 mem- 
bers was organized, December 27th, 1826. 
Arrangements were made to erect a church 
building, and p. very substantial edifice was 
erected on Orchard street, between Broome 
and Delancy streets. A very considerable 
congregation was collected here, and for a 
time the affairs of the church looked en- 
couraging. But in the summer of 1829, the 
health of Mr. Teller failed, and when he was 
constrained to leave the people, the Rev. 
James B. Hardenbergb was obtained as 
pastor, in the autumn of that year.. The 
church at this time had increased to 150 
members, and had their house of worship 
been free of debt, a Oourishing church and 
congregation might have been collected. But 
was not so, and the people became dis- 
couraged, and Mr. Hardenbergh resigned 
his charge in July, 1830. Still for a time 
they struggled onward. The Rev. Dr. Jane- 
way very generously gave the church one 
yesur's service, and they employed the Rev. 
Mr. liabagh for six mojatbs more. But the 
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congregation could not sustain themselves. 
The house of worship was sold under fore- 
closure of mortgage, and the church, then 
consisting of one hundred and sixty mem- 
bers, scattered into other churches. 

Colored Reformed Dutch Church. 

About the year 1826, a church of a few 
members of colored people was organized 
by the Classis of New York, and Mr. Mark 
Jordan, a colored man, was licensed as their 
preacher. Their meetings were held in a 
school-room in Duane street, near Hudson 
street, and for a short time the prospect was 
encouraging ; arrangements were made for 
building a house of worship, and a founda- 
tion was laid in Wooster street, near Canal 
street But the thing did not succeed. Af- 
ter about two years the license of Mr. Jordan 
was withdrawn, and the church became ex- 
tinct. 

Vandewater Street Church. 

In the spring of 1829, the Presbyterian 
Churclji in Vandewater street ceased opera- 
tions ; during that year the use of that house 

5 
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of worship was procored; a Beformed 
Dutch Church of a few members was orga- 
nized, and the Rev. Richard Varick Dey 
became pastor. His ministry, however, was 
terminated within a year, and the church 
was disbanded. 

Manhattan Dutch Church. 

This church owes its origin to efforts put 
forth by the Young Men's Missionary So- 
ciety of the Dutch Church in the north- 
eastern part of the city, near the Dry Dock, 
On Third street, near Avenue Dj there 
stands a house of worship, a frame building 
with a brick front, now occupied by the 
" Asbury African Methodist Church." This 
house was built about the year 1826, by a 
society of Congregationalists, having the 
Rev. John Dick as their minister. But this 
society very soon came to an end, and the 
building being sold for its debts, came at 
length into the possession of the Rev. 
Charles Knouse, and, in 1833, it was pur- 
chased by the Collegiate Dutch Church. 
Here a church was organized in the year 
1833, consisting of eight males and thirteen 
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females. For several years it was known 
as " The Young Men's Mission Church,** 
though now as ** The Reformed Dutch 
Church of Manhattan.'* The Rev. Richard 
D. VanKleek was the first minister, but he 
officiated only about six months. Rev. 
Aaron A. Marcellus succeeded him, and re- 
mained a year and a half. On May 1, 
1836, the Rev. Frederick F. Cornell became 
stated pastor of this church, and continues to 
the present time. The circumstances of 
this church and congregation have greatly 
improved. A new and substantial brick 
edifice was erected and opened in 1843, at 
a cost of about $7,000. It is situated on 
Avenue B, corner of Fifth street, and here a 
very considerable congregation is assembled 
from Sabbath to Sabbath. One hundred 
and seventy-three members are enrolled in 
communion. 

German Evangelical Mission Church. 

This church was collected by the labors 
of the Rev. John Rudy, a native of Germany, 
who commenced his ministry among the 
German population in New York in the 
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autumn of 1835. He commenced preach- 
ing in the German language in his own 
bouse, on the comer of Sixth street and 
Avenue D, and continued his meeting there 
until the following spring, when he removed 
his congregation to a schoolroom on Allen 
street Here a church was organized by the 
Classis of New York, and some time after, 
the congregation having become considera- 
bly enlarged, a small house of worship was 
procured standing near the comer of Hous- 
ton and Forsyth streets. The labors of Mr. 
Rudy were very successful, a large congre- 
gation was gathered under his ministry, and 
when he was removed by deaths on February 
9, 1842, no less than three hundred members 
had been gathered into the church by his in- 
strumentality. A new and commodious 
house of worship had been built mainly 
through his labors, and about $10,000 col- 
lected towards its payment It stands on 
Houston street near Forsyth. 

After the death of Mr. Rudy, the Rev. 
John C. Guldin was settled in this church, in 
May, 1842, and continues to this time, 
preaching in the German language only. 
The present number of communicants is 
three hundred and seventy-five. 
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Stanton Street Dutch Church. 

This church was gathered by the labors of 
the Rev. John Lillie. It was organized with 
77 members, Mw^h 29, 1843, and Mr. Lillie 
installed pastor in May of the same year. 
Meetings were held for a time in the chapeL 
of the New York University, and then re- 
moved to Concert Hall on Broadway, and 
thence to a schoolroom in Allen street, near 
Broome street. A church edifice is now in 
progress of erection on Stanton street, corner 
of Forsyth. 

"True Reformed Protestant Dutch 

Church." 

Such is the style of the Dutch Church in 
King street. It appears that, in 1823, a dif- 
ficulty arose in the Dutch. Church, and 
several ministers and churches, principally 
in the eastern part of New Jersey, separated 
from the body, charging those they left with 
a departure from the standards of doctrine 
in the Dutch Church. The breach has never 
been healed, and to this day they have no 
fellowship with the main body. A church 

of this description was organized in this city 

' 5* 



50 BEFOBMED PUTCH CHURCH. 

on September 1, 1823, consisting of forty- 
five members, and at the same time the Rev. 
Cornelius T. Demarest was installed its pas- 
tor. In the coarse of the following year a 
good house of w(»rship was erected on King 
street, and here a devout and serious congre- 
^tion continue to assemble. Mr. Demarest 
resigned his charge in October, 1839, and 
was succeeded in December following by 
the jnesent pastor, the Rev. Samuel D. Wes- 
tervelt The present number of members in 
the church is about one hundred and seventy « 
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DATES OF THE REFORMED DUTCH CHURCHES 
IN NEW YORK, WITH THE NUMBER OF 
COMMUNICANTS IN JUNE, 1845. 

D»te. Com. 

Collegiate Church,. 16%6 1376 

HarJem Chnrch, ...*. 1686 126 

German Reformed,^ .« . . ...... 1758 135 

Greenwich Charcb',...i 1803 525 

Bloomingdale Church, 1805 82 

Franklin Street Church, 1807 300 

South Church, Murray Street, .1813 261 

Market Street Church, 1 819 444 

Houston Street Church,.. 1823 185 

True Reformed Dutch Church, 1823 170 

Broome Street Church,.... 1823 217 

Manhattan Church,..,. 1833 173 

Twenty-first Street Church, 1836 67 

German Mission Church, 1836 375 

Church on Washington Square, 1837 243 

Stanton Street Church, 1843 94 

4773 

CHURCHES WHICH HAVE BECOME EXTINCT. 

Orchard Street Church, 1 826 

Colored Reformed Dutch Church 1826 

Vandewater Street Church 1829 



# 
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1063. 



SoBCE of the early setders in New York 
City were German and Dutch Lutherans, 
and they had an old church edifice near the 
" Fort," at the Battery, in very early days, 
though we have but a few fragments of 
their history. In the Dutch records of the 
Secretary of State, it is stated that a Church 
of the Augsburg confession was established 
in New York, and also a Lutheran Church, 
in the year 1663, but we have no further in- 
formation on the subject. In the same re- 
cords it is stated that the Rev. Jacob Fabri- 
cus, a Lutheran minister at New York, was 
twice fined for misdemeanors, once in the 
year 1663, and again in 1674. It is not 
known what these misdemeanors were, but, 
in 1675, he was forbidden to preach any 
more in the province. The Rev. Barnardus 
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Arentius succeeded Mr. Fabricos, bat it is 
not known how long he lemained, nor who 
succeeded him. 

In 1702, a small stone building was 
erected on the corner of Rector street and 
Broadway, and was continued as a Lutheran 
Church until the Revcdutionary war, about 
which time, there being more (Germans than 
Hollanders belonging to the congregation, 
one-half of th^. services were performed in 
German, and one half in Low Dutch. The 
names of the several ministers who offi- 
ciated cannot pow be ascertained. At the 
great fire in New York, in Sept, 1776, this 
Church edifice was burnt, and not rebuilt by 
the Lutherans. The ground remained un- 
occupied until 1805, when it was sold to the 
Episcopalians, and *' Grace Church" erected 
on the spot. 

Some years previous to the burning of the 
old church, in the year 1751, another Lu- 
theran Congregation was formed, and a 
sp(iall building erected in the northerly ter- 
mination of Cliff Street, then called '^ Skin- 
ner Street,'' not far from the place now oc- 
cupied by Mr. Hull, as a soap manufactory. 
Here they remained six years, and then, in 
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1767, put up a very substantial stone build- 
ing, on the corner of Frankfort and Wil- 
liam street, known as the " Swamp Church." 
This building is still standing, the oldest 
chureli edifice in the city, and is now occu- 
pied by the colored Presbyterians. After 
the peace, when order was restored to the 
city, in 1784, the remnant of the old church 
in Rectox street united themselves and 
their property with the "Swamp* Church," 
and the Rev. John Christopher Kunzci. D.D., 
became the stated pastor. Dr. Eunze con- 
tinued his labors usefully and acceptably, 
preaching in the German language only^ 
until his death, which took place July 24th, 
1807, at the age of 63, having sustained the 
pastoral office in New York, for twenty 
three years. The Rev. F. W. Geissenhai- 
ner, D.D., succeeded Dr. Kunze, officiating in 
the German language entirely, until 1814. 
At this time some dispute arose respecting 
tile introduction of the English language, 
and Dr. Geissenhainer removed to Pennsyl- 
vania, and the Rev. F. C. Schaefier was call- 
ed to officiate in German in the morning, 
and in English in the afternoon and even- 
ing, and this arrangement continued for 
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about seven years, when he left the old 
church, and formed an independent English 
congregation in Walker street. When this 
took place Dr. Geissenhainer wa^ recalled, 
and continued to officiate in German in the 
" Swamp Church,'' as before, until the build- 
ing was sold to the colored Presbyterians, 
and after that he preached in Walker street 
until his death, in 1838. 

Mr. Schaeffer, as stated above, removed 
to St* Matthew's Church in Walker street, 
near Broadway, in 1821, preaching in Eng- 
lish only ; but in a few years the congrega- 
tion became so involved in debt that they 
sold the church at auction, in 1826, and re- 
moved to St. James' Church in Orange 
street, near Hester street, where Mr. 
Schaeffer shortly after died. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Mr. Strobel, and he in 
the autumn of 1841, by the Bev. Charles Mar- 
tin, the present minister. Soon after Mr. 
Martin was settled, the congregation aba#- 
doned the old place of worship, which was 
taken down, and one of the public school- 
houses erected on the spot. The Church 
retired to the " Coliseum Hall," on Broad- 
way, and immediately commenced the ereo- 



56 LUTHERAN CHURCH. 

tion of a substantial brick edifice, measuring 
75 feet by 60, at a cost of $11,000. It stands 
on Mulberry street, between Ghrand and 
Broome streets. It is nearly ^completed. 
The style of the Church is the ^ English 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of St James.'' 
When St Matthew's Church was sold 
in 1826, as before stated, it was purchased 
by an individual, who sold it in a few days 
after to the German congregation of the 
'' Swamp Church.*' Having thus two houses 
of worship, an attempt was made to form an 
English Lutheran congregation in St Mat- 
thew's Church, while preaching in the Ger- 
man language was continued in the Swamp 
Church ; and, to effect this, the Rev. F. W. 
Geissenhainer, Jr., was called to officiate in the 
English language in St Matthew's Church 
— ^his father remaining with the Gterman con- 
gregation in the " Swamp Church." But 
the experiment did not succeed well, and 
after about four years the Swamp Church 
was sold, as before stated, and the German 
congregation removed to St Matthew's 
Church, — ^the service being conducted inter- 
changeably in German and English. This 
arrangement cofttinued a few years, when, 
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the English congregation dwindling away, 
the service in German was introdnced entire. 
On the death of Dr. Geissenhainer, in 1838, 
the Rev, C. F. E. Stohlman was elected as 
bis successor, to officiate in the German lan« 
gnage, and has continued to labor with in* 
creasing success to the present day. 

In 1842, Mr. Geis^enhainer, Jr., resigned 
his charge in St Matthew's Church, and 
commenced a new enterprise in the Sixtb 
Avenue. A house of worship was erected at 
the corner of Fifteenth street, and a congre- 
gation gathered there. It is styled " The 
Evangelical Lutheran Church." 

GERMAN Reformed Church. 

From a very early date there vi&te two 
adverse parties in the German Reformed 
Church,/ — one a Lutheran party, and the 
other a Calvinistic party ; the former stand- 
ing alone, and the latter standing in co^ 
nection with the Reformed Dutch Church. 
We style them the Lutheran and Calvinistic 
parties merely for distinction's sake, though 
they both claim to be the " German Reformed 
Church." The sketch of tkis last party is 

6 
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given under the head of the Reformed Dutch 
Church.* The controversy between the 
parties became more severe from about the 
year 1805, and at length, in 1834, the 
Lutherans obtained possession of the house 
of worship in Forsyth street, and the Rev. 
Lewis Smith, who was a Lutheran by pro- 
fession, was their minister. He officiated 
until his death, which took place in 1837. 
The legal question respecting the house was 
decided by the Vice Chancellor in favor of 
the Lutherans, and, in 1838, the Rev. 
Edward Meyer became pastor, and con- 
tinued to officiate about three years, when he 
resigned his charge, and was succeeded, in 
November, 1842, by the Rev. Lewis Miller. 
In the spring of 1844, the Chancellor reversed 
the decision before made, and the Lutherans 
gave up the house of worship, and retired to 
Columbia Hall on Grand street. In Jan., 
1846, by a decision of the Court of Errors, 
this church again took possession of the 
house of worship in Forsyth street, where 
they remain. There are about two hundred 
members in communion. Mr. Miller is still 
their minister, and is himself in connection 

* See page 24. 
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with the Lutheran Synod. He officiates in 
the German language only. 

" Old Lutheran Church.'' 

Such is the designation of a church 
gathered in the eastern part of the city by 
the labors of the Rev. Mr. Brohm, about the 
year 1842. They met at first in a small 
room on Stanton street, corner of Essex 
street, where they remained about two 
years. They then removed to a hall on 
Columbia street, near Houston street, where 
they still remain. The congregation is small. 
Mr. Brohm is still their minister. The ser- 
vices are conducted in the German lan- 
guage. 

LUTHERAN CHURCHES IN THE CITY. 

St. Matthew's Church, 1751,. .Walker street 

St. James's Choich, 1821,. .Mulberry street 

German Reformed Lutheran 

Church 1 834, . . Forsyth street. 

Evangelical Lutheran 

Church 1842, . . 6th Avenue. 

Old Lutheran Church,- 1842,. .Columbia street. 

First Lutheran Church 1663, — became extinct 1784' 



EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

1664. 



The province of New York was surrender- 
ed to the British, by Governor Stuyves- 
sant, in 1664. Up to this time the Reformed 
Datch Church had enjoyed the precedency 
of any others. But when the British obtain- 
ed the government, as a matterof course, the 
Episcopal, or, as it was then more generally 
called, the '< English Church," obtained the 
ascendency. From that time the Chapel in 
the Fort, near the Battery, was called '^ The 
King's Chapel," and here the Episcopal ser- 
vice was held. The building known as 
" Trinity Church," was erected in the year 
1696, and divine service was first performed 
there, February 6th, 1697. It was a small 
square building, and as Smith, in his History 
of New York, says, " very pleasantly situated 
on the banks of Hudson's river." The truth 
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is, it was built on the site of the present ele- 
gant building, at the head of Wall street, 
but in all probability, there were no buildings 
at that time between that and the North 
river. In 1735, the church edifice was en- 
larged, and a farther enlargement took place 
two years after, until it was 140 feet in length, 
and about 70 feet in breadth. In Septem- 
ber, 1776, a great fire occurred in New York, 
which is said to have destroyed four hundred 
and ninety-three buildings ; and among these 
was Trinity Church. No attempt was made 
to rebuild, until after the close of the war of 
the Revolution ; but in 17S8, a new building 
was erected, 104 feet long, and 72 feet wide, 
on the site of the former building. In the 
year 1839, on commencing some repairs of 
the house, it was found necessary to rebuild, 
and arrangements were made accordingly. 
The corner-stone of the new and splendid 
edifice, now built, was laid June 3d, 1841, 
and the house was opened for worship, May 
Slst, 1846. 

St. Paul's Chapel. 

In all the ancient churches in New York 
city, the plan of a collegiate charge seems to 
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have obtained. We shall not undertake, in 
this place, to discuss the wisdom or the ex- 
pediency of the arrangement It may suf- 
fice to say, that the plan has been abandoned 
altogether by the Presbyterians, and partial- 
ly by the other denominations. * The an- 
cient Episcopal Church, in New York city, 
was established on this plan ; Trinity Church 
was considered the parish church, and had 
as a collegiate charge, St Greorge's, St 
Paul's, and St John's, which were called 
" Chapels." St George's is now a distinct 
charge, but the other two are still collegiate, 
St Paul's Chapel near the Park, beiweeu 
Fulton and Vesey streets, was erected, and 
first opened for worship, October 30th, 1766, 
It is d fine structure, of a ^ddish grey stone, 
113 feet long, and 73 feet wide. Continuing 
a collegiate charge with Trinity Church, its 
ecclesiastical afiairs are consequently merged 
in that 

St. John's Chapel. 

This is an elegant stone structure, 111 feet 
long, and 73 feet wide, situated on Varick 
street, fronting Hudson's square, more re* 
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cently known as " St. John's Park." It was 
built in 1807, at the cost of more than $200,- 
000. This, like St. Paul's, continues as a 
chapel of Trinity Church, and therefore needs 
no separate ecclesiastical/ notice. 

The followitig list exhibits the names of 
the regular rectors of Trinity Church, from its 
commencement to this time ; with the dates 
of their accession, and dismission or death, 
viz.: 

Rev. WilJiam Veeey, from 1696, to 1746. 

Rev. Henry Barclay, *♦ 1746, «« 1764. 

Rev. Sam'l Auchmuty, « 1764, " 1777. 

Rev. Charles Inglis, «« 1777," 1783. 

Rev. Samuel Provoost, " 1783, « 1800. 

Rev. Benjamin Moore, " 1800, " 1816. 

Rev. Jno. Henry Hobart, " 1816, ** 1830. 

Rev. Wm. Berrian, " 1830, to this time. 

St. Geoboe^'s Church. 

As early as 1748, the increasing popula- 
tion of the city rendered it expedient to erect 
a church edifice, on what was then called 
•* Chapel hill," from that circumstance, and 
the street " Chapel street," now Beekman 
street, at the corner of Cliff street, then 
called "Van ClifPs street" This was called 
^ St George's Chapel," and was a part of 
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the collegiate charge of Trinity Church. The 
edifice was completed, and opened for wor- 
ship, July 1st, 1752. It was a noble struc- 
ture for the day in which it was built, bein^ 
104 feet long, and>72 feet wide, with a tsdl 
pointed spire, and was considered a great 
ornament to that part of the city. Thus it 
stood for more than sixty years, when, in 

1814, it was burnt out, leaving the walls of 
stone standing. It was rebuilt in its present 
form, with the same walls, in the following 
year, being again opened, Novemiber 7th, 

1815. It was separated from Trinity Church, 
and became a distinct charge, in the autumn 
of the year 1811. The Rev. John Brady of- 
ficiated in this church for a little more than 
a year after the separation from Trinity, and 
in 1813, the Rev. John Kewley, D.D., was 
duly installed as rector, and the Rev. Mr. 
Brady as assistant But their ministry was 
of short duration, as they both resigned the 
charge in the year 1816. In the same year 
the Rev. James Milnor became rector of the 
church, and continued to labor, faithfully and 
with increasing usefulness, until his death, 
which took place with scarce a moment's 
warning, on April 8th, 1845. The ministry 
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of Dr. Milnor was greatly blessed to this 
charch ; and bis memory will long be che- 
rished, not only by the people of his pecu- 
liar charge, but by the ministers and people 
of all the denominations around him. 

The present Rector of the Church, the 
Rev. Stephen H. Tyng^ D.D., was instituted 
in the summer of 1845. There are now 
about 450 members in communion. 

In March, 1846, Peter G. Stuyvesant, 
Esq., generously gave to St. Gteorge's 
Church lots of ground on Rutherford Place 
and Sixteenth street, sufficient for a new 
Church and Rectory ; and the Vestry, after 
accepting the gift, resolved to proceed im- 
mediately to commence the erection of a 
church edifice, with a view to colonize. 

Christ's Church. 

This church was founded in the year 
1794, and was the second Episcopal Church 
organized in this city, Trinity Church, with 
its chapels, St. George's and St. Paul's, only 
preceding it An edifice was erected of 
stone, sixty feet wide, and eighty deep, 
standing on Ann street, a few doors east of 
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Nassau street, where a considerable congre- 
gation assembled, and in about ten years 
they numbered three hundred in com- 
munion. The Rev. Joseph Pillmore, D.D., 
was Rector of the church from its com- 
mencement to the year 1805, when he re- 
signed the charge and removed to Phila- 
delphia, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Thomas Lyell. For eighteen years the 
church remained in Ann street, with a usual 
measure of success, but in March, 1823, they 
removed to a new edifice erected in Anthony 
street, a little west of Broadway. Here they 
have remained. The Rev. Dr. Lyell is still 
the Rector, now in the 41st year of his minis- 
try, in this church, and the oldest pastor in the 
city, but has hadin the time several assistants. 
This church has been generally prosperous, 
and has been favored with some seasons of 
special religious interest. In the years 1829, 
1830, and 1831, many were hopefully con- 
verted. Seventy persons were added to the 
communion in 1829, and sixty were added 
in 1831. 
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" Christ's Church in Ann Street." 

As stated above, Christ's Church, under 
the pastoral charge of Dr. Lyell, left Ann 
street in March, 1823, and occupied the new 
church edifice in Anthony street. A part 
of the people, hawever, remained behind, 
occupying the old house of worship, and 
shortly after they were organized as a church, 
and the Rev. John Sellon, whp purchased 
the church edifice, was instituted as Rector. 
A considerable congregation assembled here, 
and 120 members were enrolled in com- 
munion. But at about the close of 1825, 
Mr. Sellon resigned the charge, and the 
church was soon scattered. The house was 
afterwards sold to the Roman Catholics, and 
after being occupied by them for a few 
years, was consumed by fire. 

St. Mark's Church. 

Petrus Stuyvessant was the Dutch Gov- 
ernor of New York in 1664, when the gov- 
ernment was resigned to the English. He 
then retired to his country residence, some 
three miles from what was then the city, then 
called " The Bouwerie " (the Dutch name 
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for farm), where he passed the remnant of 
his days, and where he died in peace, in the 
month of August, 1682, at the age of 80 
years. Governor Stuyvessant was a mem- 
ber of the Reformed Dutch Church, and for 
some time a ruling elder of the church ia 
the city proper, and he appropriated a spot 
of ground on his farm, and erected a chapel, 
where, for several years, divine worship was 
celebrated according to the rites of that 
church. The Rev. Henry Selyns, who had 
been designated by the classis of A^msterdam 
for ^^Brenkelen^ now Brooklyn, officiated 
there under the patronage of Governor Stuy- 
vessant on the afternoon of each Sabbath 
for some time; and when he returned to 
Holland, it seems probable that the minis- 
ters of the Collegiate Church officiated occa- 
sionally in this chapel, and that the members 
were all joined to the Collegiate Church. 
At the decease of the Governor, his body- 
was deposited in a vault under the chapel,* 

* In the same vault, near the remains of Qoy, Stuyyes- 
sant, lie the remains of CoL Henry Sloughter, an English 
Governor, who died in 1691, and in the vault of Mr. Afin- 
thome, not far distant, lies the body of Governor Daniel 
D. Tompkins. Thus the heads of three dynasties are re- 
posing in peace together. 
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and soon after this, public worship there 
seems to have been discontinued, for Mrs. 
Stuyvessant, who outlived her husband 
about five years, expressed a desire in her 
will, that the Dutch Collegiate Church should 
take charge of the chapel, and revive wor- 
ship here. But it was not done. The 
building fell into decay, and for about one 
hundred years nothing farther was attempted 
on that ground. In the year 1793, the late 
Petras Stuyvessant, Esq., a great-grandson 
of the Governor, and who inherited a large 
portion of his property, generously offered 
to the Vestry ^f Trinity Church the site of 
the old chapel, which was then a valuable 
lot of ground, 190 feet long and 150 wide, 
with d£800, in money, to induce them to erect 
an Episcopal Church on that spot. In a 
few years afteir,^this was accomplished. The 
corner-stone was laid April 25,1795, and the 
edifice was completed and opened for wor- 
ship, under the name of " St, Mark's Church,*' 
May 9, 1799. The steeple was not built 
until 1826. 

In the course of the year after conapleting 
the church building, the parish was organ- 
ized, and in Feb., 1800, the Rev. John Cal- 

7 



70 EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 

lahan, of Charleston, S. C, who had preach- 
ed at the Church for a few Sabbaths while 
here on a visit, was called as Rector. Mr. 
Callahan accepted the call, and being a 
young man of great promise, very sanguine 
hopes were entertained of his usefulness. 
But' in about two months after his election 
as Rector, while on a visit to his friends in 
South Carolina, he was thrown from a car- 
riage, and expired the same day, at the age 
of 24 years. Repeated efforts were made 
to fill the vacancy created by this sad be- 
reavement, but without success. The Rev. 
John Henry Hobart, afterward Bishop of 
New York, Rev. Philander Chase, now 
Bishop of Illinois, Rev. Cave Jones, and 
Rev. Theodore Dehon, afterwards Bishop of 
South Carolina, were successively invited to 
take the pastoral charge of St Mark^s 
Church, but declined. These things took 
place between Aug., 1800, and Nov., 1801, 
at which time a unanimous call was pre- 
sented to the Rev. William Harris, which he 
accepted, and for fifteen years officiated at 
St Mark's with credit to himself, and use- 
fulness to the people. In the year 1811, Dn 
Harris was elected President of Columbia 
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College, in this city, but not being required 
to take the sole superintendence, he conti- 
nued his ministry as before ; but toward the 
close of the year 1816, the increasing labors 
of the College led him to resign his rector- 
ship. The vacancy thus created in St 
Mark's Church was immediately supplied 
by the election of the Rev. William Creigh- 
ton, who was then an assistant at Grace 
Church in this city. This took place in 
Dec, 1816. Foif nearly ^twenty years Dr. 
Creighton discharged the various duties of 
the stated ministry in this church, illustrating 
and enforcing his public instructions by a 
most irreproachable and consistent life and 
example. On May 5th, 1836, he resigned his 
charge, and in December following, the Rev. 
Henry Anthon, D.D., who was then an as- 
sistant minister of Trinity Church, was 
unanimously called to the rectorship, and is 
the present minister. 

French Church, Du St. Esprit. 

The edict of Nantz, given by Henry IV, 
of France in the year 1598, having been re- 
voked by Louis XIV., on Oct 22d, 1685, 
the Huguenots were obliged to leave their 
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country, and fled to Holland, Switzerland, 
England, and America.* Large numbers of 
them came to New York about that time, 
and soon commenced meeting for worship 
in private houses. But their numbers in- 
creasing very fast, they organized them- 
selves, and began to collect funds to build 
a house of worship. This was accomplish- 
ed in 1704, Ap edifice was erected, mea- 
suring 50 feet by 77, fronting on Pine street, 
opposite the Custom House, the burial 
ground in the rear running through to Cedar 
street 

The congregation continued to. assemble 
on this spot for 130 years. In 1834, they 
sold their property on Pine street, and erect- 
ed an elegant building of white marble, on 
Franklin street, corner of Church street, at a 
cost of $60,000. 

Fourteen ministers have officiated in this 
Church since its establishment, most of them, 
however, for short terms of time. The pre- 

* The reformed Christians of German Switzerland de- 
clared themselves EUdgercoszen^ or bound by oath to fol- 
low the Bible. They were at first called in France 
Eigenotif and afterwards Huguenots. The term Huguenot 
therefore signifies a decided and faithful follower of the 
Bible. — De. Malan. 
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sent pastor of this church is the Rev. An- 
toine Verren, who commenced his labors in 
the year 1828, succeeding the Rev. Mr.. Pen- 
neveyre. The present number of commu- 
nicants is about 100. The service is con- 
ducted in the French language. This 
Church was organized according to the doc- 
trine and discipline of the Reformed 
Churches of France and Geneva, and so 
continued until the year 1804, when it was 
agreed by the pastor and people to adopt the 
forms of the Episcopal Church. This was 
done, and since that time they have been in 
connection with the Episcopal Church in this 
city. 

St. Stephen's Church. 

This church w^s formed March 12, 1805, 
and in the same year their present house of 
worship was built, on the corner of Broome 
and Chrystie streets. The history of this 
church has not been marked by any great 
revolution, or striking incidents, but it has 
risen gradually, from about 60 communicants 
when organized, to 350 at the present time. 
This church has had seven pastors, viz.. Rev. 

George Strebeck, elected March, 1805, re- 

7* 
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signed May, 1809 : Rev. Richard C. Moore, 
elected May 31, 1809, elected Bishop of 
Virginia, May, 1814 : Rev, James Henry 
Fellus, elected June 10, 1814, died August 
24, 1828 : Rev. Henry Anthon, elected 
January, 1829, resigned January 17, 1831 : 
Rev. Francis L. Hawks, elected January 29, 
1831, resigned December, 1831 : Rev. Wil- 
liam Jackson, elected May 9, 1832, resigned 
March 25, 1837 : Rev. Joseph H. Price, 
elected May, 1837, and is the present minis- 
ter. 

St. Michael's, St. James's, St. Mary's, 
AND St. Ann's Churches. 

It seems proper to sketch the history of 
these four churches together. A few Epis- 
copal families were scattered in the northern 
parts of Manhattan Island, at Bloomingdale, 
Manhattanville, and around Fort Washing- 
ton, and these, very naturally, sought for re- 
ligious privileges according to their own 
forms. Accordingly, in the year 1807, a 
church was formed at Bloomingdale called 
"St. Michael's Church," and during that 
year a small frame building was erected for 
a house of worship. In 1809 the Rev. 
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John V. Bartow o£Bciated here as a stated 
supply, and continued about two years. The 
communicants .at the church were a little 
rising of fifty, and were scattered in all that 
region. In the year 1810, ^ church building 
was erected on Hamilton square, a mile or 
more east of St. Michael's Church, and a 
church organization was iQade there under 
the style of " St. James' Church," and in 
1811, the Rev. William H. Jephson became 
its Rector, but remained only a short time, 
for in November, 1811, St Michael's Church 
and St James's became one charge, under 
the rectorship of the Rev. Samuel F. Jarvis. 
St James's Church was closed during the 
winter, and the people all assembled at St 
Michael's, and this was the order of things 
for several years. Mr. Jarvis continued his 
ministry here until the year 1818, when he 
resigned. Both churches were still very 
small, having not over thirty-five members in 
communion when united. For two years suc- 
ceeding, these churches had occasional sup- 
plies, but were in a very low state. In 1820, 
the Rev. William 'Richmond, then in dea- 
con's orders, officiated there as stated supply, 
and in 1822, was instituted Rector of the 
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united churches of St. Michael and St. 
James. In December of the succeeding year, 
an addition was made to Mr. Richmond's 
charge, by the organizatio'h of a church 
at Manhattanville, by the name of St. 
Mary's. This was one of those little villages 
in the neighborhood where a few members 
of St. Michael's Church resided, and where 
occasional preaching had been maintained. 
A lay reader was appointed for a year or 
two, though Mr. Richmond was Rector, and 
officiated there as often as his other engage- 
ments would allow. A small frame building 
for a house of worship was erected in 1826. 
In 1825, another church was organized at 
Fort Washington, and called " St. Ann's 
Church." Divine service was performed in 
the " Hamilton Schoolhouse," and continued 
for some time by a lay reader. The two 
following years found the little church still 
destitute of a pastor, but in September, 1829, 
the Rev. Augustus Fitch became a stated 
supply, and remained two years. In the 
year 1832, the Rev. John M. Forbes supplied, 
and, in 1833, the Rev. Mx. Richmond became 
the regular Rector, adding this as a fourth 
church under his pastoral care. He had not. 
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however, performed all the labor alone. In 
1827, the Rev. Edmund D. Griffin assisted 
Mr. Richmond in St Michael's and St James' 
Churches, and in 1830 and 1831 the Rev. 
George L. Hinton maintained one service at 
Sl Mary's Church each Sabbath, preaching 
the other part of the day at Harlem. In 
1835 the enterprise at Fort Washington was 
abandoned, and " St. Ann's Church" became 
extinct 

. In the year 1837, Zion Church became 
vacant by the resignation of Rev. Mr. 
Breintnall ; and Mr. Richmond resigned 
the charge of the three churches of St 
Michael, St James, and St Mary, which 
he then held, and became Rector of Zion 
Church. He was succeeded in the three 
churches by the Rev. James Richmond, who 
held the office of Rector for four years. In 
the autumn of 1841, the Rev. John Doudney 
was engaged as an assistant to Mr. James 
Richmond at St James' Church, and, in 
October, 1842, was called as Rector there, 
which office he still sustains. The same 
year Mr. William Richmond took again the 
Rectorship of St Michael's Church, in con- 
nection with Zion Church, and Mr. James 
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Richmond was Rector of St. Mary's Church 
only ; but leaving it the next year, Mr. 
William Richmond received the charge of 
St. Mary's Church again, and, in the autumn 
of 1844, resigning the charge of Zion Church, 
he is now Rector of the united churches of 
St. Michael and St Mary. 

Grace Church. 

In the year 17X0, a Lutheran Church was 
erected on the corner of Rector street and 
Broadway, near Trinity Church. This 
building was consumed by fire in Sept., 
1776, and the congregation, having ahready 
built the " Swamp Church," on Frankfc^t 
street, made no attempt to rebuild on this 
spot; and, some time after the close of the 
Revolutionary war, sold the land to the Epis- 
copalians, who, in 1808, erected there a spa- 
cious edifice, and in the following year a 
church organization was made, under the 
name of " Grace Church," and the Rev* 
Nathaniel Bowen was instituted rector. 
Dr. Bowen continued his ministry here for 
about nine years, and was succeeded, on 
April 1st, 1818, by the Rev. James Mont- 
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gomery, who officiated a litde over two years. 
In January, 1S21, the Rev. Jonathan M. 
Wainwright, D.D., became Rector of Grace 
Churchi and continued in that office until 
1834, when he resigned, and was succeeded 
by the present minister, the Rev. Thomas 
H. Taylor, D.D. In 1844, the building of 
a new and very elegant house of worship 
was commenced at the upper end of Broad- 
way, on the corner of Tenth street, and the 
old building was taken down. The new 
house was completed, and opened for worship 
March 7th, 1846. 

St. Philip's Church. 

The colored Episcopalians of this city 
commenced a meeting by themsielves in the 
year 1809. They assembled for worship in 
a schoolroom, which stood next to the old 
church, OH the corner of Frankfort and 
William streets, and Mr. McCoombs, a white 
man, officiated as a lay-reader until his^ 
d^ath, in 1812. After the death of Mr. 
McCk>omb8, the congregation removed to a 
room in Cliff street, and Mr. Peter Williams^ 
Jr., a colored man, was appointed lay-reader^ 
and this arrangement continued for about five 
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years. In 1817, the congregation removed 
again to a schoolroom on Rose street, on the 
site of the present Friends' meeting-house, 
where they remained two years. 

In 1819, three lots of ground were obtained 
on a lease for 60 years, and after that to be 
held in fee simple^ as a gift. The lots were on 
the westerly side of Centre street, — ^theh 
" Collect street," between Leonard and An- 
thony streets. Here, aided by many gentle- 
men, the congregation were enabled to erect 
a wooden building, at a cost of about $5,000, 
and this edifice was consecrated by Bishop 
Hobart, July 19th, 1819, and called « St 
Philip's Church.'* In November of the 
following year, the church was incorporated 
according to the statute, and M n Williams, 
having been ordained a deacon, was ap- 
pointed to its charge. 

On December 24th, 1821, the church edifice 
was destroyed by fire, and rebuilt of brick in 
the following year, at a cost of $8,000. In 
1827, Mr. Williams was advanced to the 
order of the priesthood, and became the. 
regular Rector of the church, which office he 
sustained with much credit to himself, and 
usefulness to his people, until his death, 
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which took place very suddenly, October 
ISth, 1840, sd'ter having ministered to this 
church for 28 years. 

Rev. Benjamin Evans succeeded Mr. 
Williams, officiating for about two years; 
and, in 1842, he was succeeded by the Rev. 
Alexander Frazer, the present minister. 
More than 300 members are on the roll of 
communicants. 

ZioN Church. 

In the year 1801, a society of Lutherans 
built a small house of worship on Mott 
street, corner of Cross street, and here a small 
congregation of that denomination continued 
to assemble for several years, till, in 1810, 
they were received into communion with the 
Episcopal Church. There were at that time 
about 50 members in the church. In 1811, 
Rev. Ralph Williston became their stated 
supply, and after two years he was instituted 
Rector, and continued to officiate until 1815, 
when the church building was consumed by 
fire. The church had previously increased 
to more than 100 members, but they were 
greatly scattered at this time, and it was 

8 
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more than two years before the house of 
worship was rebuilt, as it now stands. It 
was thought best to begin anew, and the old 
corporation was accordingly dissolved. The 
Bev. Thomas Breintnall became Rector of the 
church in Jan., 1819, and continued in that 
office until 1837, when he resigned his charge, 
and removed from the State. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Bev. William Richmond, who 
fi^t that time resigned the charge of St 
Michael's and St. Mary's Churches. Mr. 
Richmond continued to discharge the duties 
at Zion Church only, until the year 1842, when 
he became connected again with St. Michael's 
Church also, — a part of his old charge. But 
he still sustained the Rectorship of Zion 
Church for two years longer, when he re- 
signed it, and was succeeded by the Rev 
Richard Cox, the present minister. 

Calvary Church (near Corker's Hook). 

In the early part of the year 1810, the Rev. 
Benjamin P. Aydelott, a physician, who had 
received deacon's orders, commenced preach- 
ing in the easterly part of the citv, near 
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" Corlaer's Hook/' — a point to which most 
of the missionary eiR)rts of all denominations 
in the city had at some time been directed. 
The schoohroom .of Mr. John Dick, which 
had been offered for the purpose, was occu- 
pied as a place of worship on the Sabbath, 
and here a*church of eleven members was 
organized in August of that year, and called 
" Calvary Church." Mr. Aydelott continued 
preaching here for about a year, when he re- 
moved to Maryland, and the church became 
extinct. Another church of the same i\ame 
was formed afterwards, which will be noticed 
in its proper place. 

St. Luke's Church. 

This church was organized November 6th, 
1820, having then about thirty members in 
communion. It was located in the north- 
western part of the city, toward Greenwich. 
A substantial brick edifice was erected on 
Hudson street, and opened in 1822. The 
first minister here was the Rev. Greorge 
Upfold, M.D., who was instituted Rector in 
the early part of 1821, but removed to Lan- 
singbnrgh in a few months, and was sue- 
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oeeded by the Rev. Benjamin Dorr, who re- 
mained one year, when he went to Lansing- 
burghy and Dr. Upfold returned to New 
York, and remained the Rector of St. Lake's 
Church for about six years, when he resigned 
the charge. On March Sth, 1828, he was 
succeeded by the Rev. Levi S. Ifes, who re- 
mained about three years, when he resigned. 
He afterwards became Bishop of North 
Carolina. The next minister of St Luke's 
was the Rev. William R. Whittingham, who 
became Rector in October, 1831, and left on 
account of ill health, in 1834. He is now 
Bishop of Maryland. The present Rector 
of this church is the Rev. John Murray- 
Forbes, who commenced his labors Septem- 
ber' 26, 1834. This has become a very 
flourishing church and congregation. More 
than 250 members are enrolled in commu- 
nion. 

St. Thomas's Church. 

St. Thomas's Church, now located on 
Broadway, at the corner of Houston street, 
was organized with 23 members, on Decem- 
ber 25, 1823, and soon after the Rev. Cor- 
nelius R. Duffie was instituted its Rector. 
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Measures were immediately taken to erect 
the present capacious house of worship, 
which was finished and opened February 
23, 1S26. The npiinistry of Mr. Duffie was 
soon terminated by his death, which took 
place August 20, 1827, at the age of 34. 
On the sixth of March, in the following 
year, the Rev. Greorge Upfold was instituted 
Rector, and remained three years, when he 
resigned, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Francis L. Hawks, who became Rector De- 
cember 1, 1831. Dr. Hawks continued to 
officiate till about the close of 1843, when 
he resigned, and was succeeded in the follow- 
ing summer by the present pastor, the Rev. 
Henry J. Whitehouse, D.D. 

All Saints' Church. 

This church was gathered by the perse- 
vering missionary labors of the Rev. Wil- 
liam A. Clark. An effort had been made in 
the northeastern section of the city, in the 
year 1820, to establish a church near " Cor- 
laer's Hook," but after about a year the pro- 
ject failed. In the early part of 1824, Mr. 
Clark commenced preaching in that part of 

the city, in private houses, and being encou- 

8* 
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raged with Ihe success attending his labors, 
a church of a few members was organized 
on May 27th, in that year. Soon after this 
a temporary chapel was provided, situated 
on Grand street, at the head of Division 
street At this time the church contained 
forty-five members. The chapel was soon 
filled, and arrangements were made for the 
erection of a permanent church edifice. A 
site was purchased on Henry street, corner 
of Scammel street, and a substantial stone 
building was erected, and opened for wor- 
ship, on June 5th, 1828. Rev. Dr. Clark 
continued his labors as rector of this church, 
very usefully and acceptably, to an increas- 
ing congregation, until the year 1836, when 
he resigned the charge, and removed to the 
State of Michigan. In April, 1837, he was 
succeeded in All Saints Church, by the Rev. 
Benjamin I. Haight, the present pastor. 

Church of the Ascension. 

This church was formed in the yeax 1827, 
and the Rev. Manton Eastburn became its 
Rector. On the 6th of April, in the following 
spring, the corner stone of a building was laid 
by Bishop Hobart, for the accommodation 
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of this congregation ; situated on Cslnal street, 
between Broadway and Elm street, and it 
was completed, and opened for worship 
May 26th, 1828. At this time the church 
had increased to seventy members. A large 
congregation was soon gathered here, but, 
in the summer of 1839, the church edifice 
was destroyed by fire; and it was then 
thought best to remove from Hhat spot The 
new edifice was built on Fifth avenue, cor- 
ner of Tenth street, which was consecrated 
November 5th, 1841. In December of the 
next year, Dr. Eastburn resigned, having 
been elected Bishop of Massachusetts, and 
was succeeded by the present Rector, Rev. 
Gregory T. Bedell, on March 19lh, 1843. 

St. Andrbw^s Church. 

The service of the Episcopal church was 
commenced at Harlem, in November, 1825. 
In February following, the parish was orga- 
nized, and on October 20th of that year, the 
church was formed with eighteen members, 
taking the name of " St. Andrew's Church," 
and the Rev. George L. Hinton became its 
rector. A house of worship was built, 
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and opened June 1st, 1830. The cost of 
the house was about $5000. Mr. Hinton 
died of cholera, in the summer of 1832, 
together with his wife and two children. 
After this the Bev. Mr. Coit supplied for a 
time, and in 1834, the Bev. Abram B. Hart 
became Bector, and remained in office six 
years. He was succeeded, in 1840, by Bev. 
James H. Bayley, who officiated as Bector 
two years. When Mr. Bayley resigned, 
Bev. Balph Hoyt supplied the pulpit for 
about one year, when, in 1843, the present 
pastor of the church, Bev. B. Mason Aber- 
crombie, was instituted. The present num- 
ber of communicants is forty-five. 

St. Clement's Church. 

In the month of July, 1830, an Episcopal 
church was organized under the above title, 
and the Bev. Lewis P. Bayard was appoint- 
ed Bector. They met for worship in what 
was called " The Long Boom,'' in the rear 
of the military hall, on Barrow street The 
first services were attended by only about 
thirty persons. During the summer the 
congregation increased to about one hundred 
and eighty, and about thurty-six were enrol- 
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led as communicants. Measures were 
immediately taken to erect a church edifice, 
which was accomplished; and the house 
opened for worship, May 6th, 1831. It 
is situated on Amity street, near Sullivan 
street. Dr. Bayard continued to officiate 
here, usefully and succcessfuUy, until the 
close of the year 1839, when his health fail- 
ed, and he left for Europe, and finally died 
at Malta, September 2d, 1840. The Rev. 
Edward N. Mead was left in charge of the 
church, as a temporary supply, and after the 
death of Dr. Bayard, became Rector, and 
continues to the present time. 

St. Peter's Church. 

St Peter's Episcopal Church is located on 
Twentieth street, near the Ninth avenue, and 
in the neighborhood of the Episcopal Theo- 
logical Seminary. A church was organized 
here in the summer of 1831, and the Rev. 
Benjamin I. Haight, who was then connected 
with the Theological Seminary, became a 
stated supply. In the course of that year, a 
chapel was built, which was opened as a 
place of worship Feb. 4, 1832. The congrega- 
tion was then small, and 22 members only 
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were enrolled in the church. Mr. Haight 
continued as the supply until Dec. 1, 1833, 
when he was duly instituted as Rector. In 
the next year he resigned this charge, and 
removed to Cincinnati, and was succeeded 
in the Rectorship of St. Peter's, on Nov. 2, 
1834, by the Rev. Smith Pyne, who remain- 
ed nearly two years, when the present Rec- 
tor, Rev. Hugh Smith, D.D., succeeded him. 
In the early part of Dr. Smith's ministry the 
present house of worship was built.^ It was 
completed and opened Feb. 22, 1838, after 
which the old chapel was converted into a 
parsonage house. 

Episcopal Mission Churches. 

The Episcopal City Mission was organ- 
ized in the autumn of the year 1831, when it 
was resolved to establish Mission Churches, 
for the more destitute portions of the popu- 
lation in the city. The first church of this 
description was in Vandewater street A 
house of worship had been built there ten 
years before, occupied successively by the 
Congregationalists, Presbyterians, and Re- 
formed Dutch. This house was purchased 
for $16,000, consecrated by the Bishop ac- 
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cording to the forms of the Episcopal 
Church on Nov. 19, 1831, under the title of 
" The Mission Church of the Holy Evan- 
gelists." The Rev. Benjamin C. Cutler 
ivas appointed to labor there, and entered on 
his labors in December of that year. During 
the first year a congregation of about 400 
persons was generally gathered on the Sab- 
bath, a large number attended communion 
there, and about 30 gave in their names as 
permanent members of the church. 

On the 14th of March, 1833, Mr. Cutler 
resigned his station as Missionary, having 
been elected Rector of St. Ann's Church in 
Brooklyn. He was succeeded in the Mis- 
sion Church by the Rev. Hugh Smith, of 
Hartford, Conn., who labored here until 
early in the spring of 1836, and was suc- 
ceeded by Rev. Alexander Frazer. The 
church was in a prosperous state, with 92 
members, and a large and flourishing Sab- 
bath School. 

Rev. Ezra B. Kellogg succeeded Mr. 
Frazer, and remained until Nov., 1838, 
when he was succeeded by the Rev. Jesse 
Pound, who remained in charge of the church 
until Feb. 1, 1842, at which time the num- 
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ber of communicants was something over 
200. Mr. Pound was then transferred to 
the Mission Church of St Matthew ; since 
which time the Rev. Benjamin Evans has 
had charge of this church. In Sept, 1845, 
this church was received into the Conven- 
tion, audits connection with the city mission 
was dissolved. 

Church of the Epiphany. 

The origin of this church is full of inte- 
rest On a Sabbath, in the autumn of 1832, 
the Rev. Dr. Mc Vickar had occasion to pass 
through Stanton street, the lower part of 
which was then a wretched and neglected 
quarter of the city. Here he encountered 
throngs of idle and destitute children, play- 
ing in the street, or lounging in the sun. 
Addressing one of the groups with the ques- 
tion why they were not at Sunday School, 
he was answered that there was none ; and 
why they were not at church, that there was 
no church. His heart was moved with the 
situation of those children and their parents, 
and on reporting this case to two Christian 
ladies they at once placed in his hands $75, 
saying, " We will have on that spot a Mis- 



•• 



EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 93 

aipn Church ; do you preach, and we will 
hd)p you.'' Thus encouraged, a room was 
sought foil and with some difficulty obtain- 
ed, not far from that spot It was a small 
dark room, over an Engine House, facing on 
Allen street Here, as the first congregation, 
there were assembled six adult worship- 
pers, with two prayer-books, and a few rag- 
ged children that were persuaded to enter. 
On the second Sabbath the room was filled, 
and a Sabbath School organized; and on 
the third Sabbath the congregation assem- 
bled in a more commodious place, being 
a Hall on the comer of Allen and Houston 
streets, then called North street This was 
on Jan. 6th, 1833, being most appropriately 
Epiphany, or the day of the manifestation of 
Christ to the Gentiles. 

In looking for a permanent missionary to 
cultivate this new and interesting field, one 
of the ladies above referred to, named the 
Bev. Lot Jones, then settled in Massachusetts, 
as a suitable man, offering to guarantee his 
support for the first six months. He was 
accordingly written to and obtained, and 
entered on his labora in February following. 
On the 26th of August, of the same year, a 
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site having been, purchased on Stanton 
street) near to the place where Dr. Mc Vidcar 
met the boys, the corner stone of ite '^ Chnioh 
of the Epiphany" was laid by ]%sbop ' 
Moor^ of Virginia ; and it was eom^deted 
and opened for service on Jane 2Sth, 1884 ; 
the whole esteblishment having cost about 
$19)000. Here IMbr. Jones has continaed 
his labors to the present time, being the 
tegular Rector of that chnrch ; and as We 
lodk into this house of worship now, con- 
taining on evety Sabbath a kq^ and atten- 
tive congregation, inclading more than five 
hundred communicants at the Lord^s table, 
and a flourishing Sabbath school of three 
hundred children, under the care of forty de- 
toted teaofaersj and compare it with the be- 
ginning, as above stated, we are constrained 
to Mdlaim with gratitude, << What hath God 
wrought ?" 

The Cburgh of St. Mj^ttUEW* 

In the eaily part of the year 1842, a legacy 
from the estate of Mr. Charles Morgan, df 
$15,000, was confided to the disposal of his 
pastor, the Rev. Di*. Eastburn, but with a 
suggestion concerning the purchase of a 
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building tben known to be for sale, standing 
(m Cbiislopher street, which vfSB bnilt and 
Qsed by the Eighth Presbyterian Chtnrch, 
'with a view to the establishment of a third 
Mission Church. To this sum there was 
afterwards add^d a legacy of $5,000, from 
the estate oi Thomas Otis, Esq, In con* 
sequence of these liberal bequests the builds 
ing was purchased for $15,000, and conse* 
crated as ^ the Church of Hu Matthew,'^ on 
March 15, 1842. Bev. Jesse Pounds who 
had previously had charge of the Mission 
Church in Vandewater street, was tfansfenred 
to this, and is now its regular Rector. Th8 
first communion here was attended in Aprilt 
1842, by about fifty communicants, forty of 
whom expressed a wish to become perma- 
nently attached to that station. A Sabbath 
school was commenced with about seventy 
children. They have now one hundred and 
seventy, and in May, 1845, reported one 
hundred and seventy-seven members in com-^ 
n^miion. 

^ Free Church op the Redemption." 

This was a Mission Church, formed about 
the year 1836. They met for worship in 
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the " Minerva Rooms " Broadway, near 
Canal street, under the ministry successively 
of the Rev. John F. Fish, Rev. Edward C. 
Bull, and the Rev. Calvin Colton, each for 
short terms of time. A considerable con- 
gregation attended these services ; a large 
Sabbath School Was gathered, and a hun- 
dred and twenty members Were reported in 
communion. But these services were all 
suddenly discontinued, and in 1837, seventy 
members of the church and many of the 
congregation mingled with Zion Church 
in Mott street, then under the charge of the 
Rev. William Richmond, and the " Free 
Church of the Redemption" is no longer 
known. 

" Chuuch op the Messiah." 

An Episcopal church by this name was 
organized in 1836, and met for worship in 
the Hall of the " Lyceum of Natural His- 
tory," on Broadway, near Houston street. 
At the session of the Convention in October, 
1837, they applied to that body to be receiv- 
ed, but were refused on account of infor- ♦ 
mality. The Rev. Calvin Colton was at 
that time reported as Rector, but no other 
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parochial report was made. In the next 
year the Rev. Mr. Shimeall was reported as 
Bector, and after this the church became ex-^ 
tinet 

St. Matthew's Ce^urch (Colored). 

In the year 1840, an Episcopal church of 
colored persons was gathered, principally 
by the labors of the Rev. Isaiah G. DeGrasse, 
^ respectable colored preacher. They 
met for worship in a Hall on the comer of 
Elizabeth and Grand streets, and removed 
afterward to Mott street Mr. DeGrasse 
pres^ched here about two years, and a con- 
nderable congregallon was gathered around 
him. But his beftlfh becoming impaired, 
he made a voyage to the West Indies, and 
dKed there, and the congiEegation ceased to 
meet Thus things pemained f^ more than 
.two years. 

In April of the year 1845, an effort was 
made to resus^tate this <^urch. Mr. Alex- 
^der Cromwell, a young colored {»eacher, 
was obtained, and a meeting was opened in 
a Hall, at 59:^ Broadway. It was found 
necessary^ however, to reorganize the churchy 

9* 
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which was done with about twenty mem- 
bers; and as another chnrch had been 
formed nnder the name of ^ St. Matthew/' 
it became necessary to change the name, 
and it was styled 

'^ The Protestant Episcopal Church 
OF THE Messiah." 

A congregation of between one and two 
hundred persons is assembled here, from 
Sabbath to Sabbath, and efforts are making 
to obtain a house of worship. 

St. Augustine's Church. 

This was a small church of eighteen 
members, formed in th9 year 1834, and 
placed under the pastoral charge of the Bey. 
Thomas S. Brittan. But Mr. Brittan left in 
the following year, and the church became 
extinct. 

Emmanuel Church. 

An Episcopal church by this name was 
organized June 20, 1834, with twenty-eight 
original members. The Rev. Francis H. 
Cumming was Rector. Mr. Cumming con- 
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tinued with this cfaoreb for a little more than 
a year, when becoming Rector of the Cal- 
vary Church, this church was dissolved. 

Church of the Nativity. 

The efforts which resulted in the estab- 
lishment of the " Church of the Nativity," 
were begun by layn:ien in the organization 
of a Sabbath School near the Dry-Dock, a 
district of the city at that time peculiarly 
destitute of the means of religious instruc- 
tion. A parish organization took place in 
April, 1834, and for more than a year, they 
bad nothing more than a temporary place of 
worship, and a lay-reader. After this the 
Rev. Samuel Seabury officiated for a time. 
In the autumn of 1835, the church contained 
fifty-two members, and the Sabbath School 
numbered about one hundred and sixty in 
constant attendance. Toward the close of 
the year 1835, the Rev. William F. Walker 
became a stated supply, and continued with 
the church for one year. In the early part 
of 1837 the chapel was destrpyed by fire; 
but the church, though few and weak, were 
not altogether discouraged ; and having ob- 
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tained, as a regular supply, the Bev. Soloa 
W. Manney, in July, 1837, they made an 
effort to struggle on. la 1838 they succeed- 
ed in erecting a neat brick edifice on Avenue 
D, and Mr. Manney was duly instituted 
Bector of the church. In February, 1840, 
Mr. Manney removed from the State, and 
was succeeded by Rev. Anthony Ten Broeck, 
who remained a year, and was succeeded in 
April, 1842, by the Rev. Caleb Clapp, the 
present pastor. The seats in this church are 
free. The Sabbath School continues large 
and flourishing, and the church contains 
about eighty members. 

St. Bartholome\^'s Church. 

In the spring of 1835, the building of a 
new Episcopal Church was undertaken oo. 
Lafayette place, between GieatJones street 
and Fourth street In the following year 
^ edifice was completed, and the church 
oi^nized ; and when admitted to the oon^ 
vention, in October, 1836, the church Coup 
tained seventy.-three members. Ofthischurch 
the Rev. Charles Vernon Kelley became 
Rector. In less than two yean Mi; Kdley 
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resigned the charge, and was succeeded by 
the present pastor, the Rev. L. P. W. Balch. 

Calvart Church. 

This church is located on the Fourth 
avenue, near Twentieth street. It was or- 
ganized with nine members, in the year 
1836. During that year a small frame build- 
ing was erected on the Fourth avenue, near 
Thirty-fifth stifeet, which was opened for 
worship on January 1st, 1837. About this 
time the Rev. Francis H. Gumming became 
Rector, and remained in this office until the 
summer of 1838, when he resigned the 
charge, and removed to Michigan. At this 
time the congregation had somewhat enlarg- 
ed, and forty-four members were enrolled in 
communion. Rev. Charles Jones was the 
second pastor of this church, becoming such 
in November, 1838, and resigning the charge 
in 1841. About the middle of November, 
in that year, the Rev. Smyth Pyne became 
Rector of the church. For some time the 
location of the church had been thought un- 
favorable for its usefulness, as being too far 
up in the unsettled parts of the city ; and in 
the spring of 1842, it was removed to its pre- 
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sent position, near Twenty-first street, and 
tbete enlai^ed and repaired. Mr* Pyne re«* 
mained with the church about two years, 
when he resigned, and was succeeded in 
September, 1844, by the Rev. Samuel L, 
Southard, the present minister. The comer 
stone of a new edifice, near the site of the 
old one, was laid by the Bishop of Michij^n, 
on March 10th, 1841. 

St. Timothy's Church. 

In the early part of the year 1837, an ef- 
fort was made to establish an Episcopal 
Church, for the benefit of the German popvK 
lation in the city. A Presbyterian Cburdi 
of German mpitibers had been organized in 
the year 1834, and the Rev. Geoi^ Mills 
was installed as its pastor j but in October, 
1837, the church agreed to become Episco- 
pal, under the name of St Timothy's Church. 
Mr. Mills received deacon's orders, and was 
appointed to the charge of the church. 

In the course of that year, a house of wc^ 
ship was erected on Sixth street, near the 
Bowery, at a cost of $16,000, which was fin- 
ished and consecrated, October 3d, 1838. 
But before this took place, the church was 



EPISCOPAL CHURCH. 103 

suddenly deprived of its minister by death. 
This blasted their rising hopes, and broke 
them up. A heavy debt lay upon the church 
edifice, which the congregation could not 
discharge, and they suffered it to be sold un- 
der fc^edosure of mortgage. It was bought 
for $14,000, by the « Sixth Street Baptist 
Church," and " St. Timothy's Church " be- 
came extinct. This took place in the year 
1840. 

*' Church op the Redemption. 

The Baptist Church, who purchased the 
h&ase of worship in Sixth street, as related 
above, hekl it about two years, when they 
i&und it necessary to dispose of it; and it 
WW purchased for $11,000, by an Episco- 
pal Congregation, formed November 28th, 
18*3, and styled ** The Church of the Re- 
dcsnption.'' This church has about forty^five 
members. B.ev. Isaac Pardee is Rector. 

8t4 Simon's Cnvjica. 

Although St. Timothy's Church was 
scattered, yet the German population was 
not foi;gotten. Through the efforts of a few 
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gentlemen, members of different charches, a 
new chorch of fifteen members, styled " St. 
Simon's," was organized in 1844, occupying 
a small frame building in Houston street, 
where the service is performed in the Ger- 
man language. Rev. Christian Cruse, D.D., 
is Rector. 

" Church op the Annunciation.'* 

A church under this title was organized 
April I6lh, 1838, enrolling about fifty mem- 
bers, and of this church the Rev. Samuel 
Seabury, D.D., became Rector, and in 
August following the church was received 
into the Convention. An edifice was ob- 
tained, standing on the corner of Prince and 
Thompson streets, — a substantial stone 
building, erected by the Associate Presby- 
terians. This building was consecrated ac- . 
cording to the rites of the Episcopal Church, 
on March 25th, 1838, being the festival of 
the Annunciation of the Virgin Mary, and 
the church from this circumstance was 
called " The Church of the Annunciation." 
The church continued to occupy this build- 
ing until the spring of the year 1845, when it 
was relinquished to the "Emanuel IBVee 
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Church " and the church of the Annuncia- 
tion retired to the chapel of the New York 
University, where they at present remain. 
Dr. Seabury is still Rector. About 100 are 
enrolled in Cfommunion. It is understood this 
church has recently purchased lots on which 
to build a house of worship, on Fourteenth 
street, between Sixth and Seventh avenues. 

St. Jude's Free Church. 

In the month of December, 1842, the Rev. 
R. C. Shimeall commenced preaching in 
the Chapel of the New York University, 
with a view to the ultimate gathering of a 
church. His efforts w^re successful, and in 
the spring of 1843 an Episcopcd Church 
was organized, which took the name of 
" St. Jude's Protestant Free Church." Dur- 
ing that summer a small building was pur- 
chased, standing on leased ground, on the 
Sixth avenue, opposite Amity street. This 
building was enlarged and thoroughly re- 
paired, at a cost of about $4,000, including 
the purchase money, and has become a very 
convenient and respectable house of wor- 
ship, being 67 feet long, and 46 feet wide, 
and capable of accommodating nearly 800 

10 
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persojns. The building was finished during 
the ye^x 184^ and the congregatipn re- 
moved thither. Mr. Shimeall is Rector of 
the church. It is a flourishing cong^ega- 
tiop, and bids fair to be very jflseful in that, 
section of the city. 

French Church Dtr St Sauveur. 

This church was organized in 1843, and 
had about 20 regular communicants. Rev. 
Cf H.. "W^UHaoasfon was apppii^ted Rector. 
Halving ^ as yet, no house.of worship, they 
asQ^mbl^, in the *^ Brick Chui;ch Chapel," 
near the Park. The congregation is not 
largie. AU the , exercises^ sure coi^ducted in 
the French laijgu^ge. 

CuiJi^cii OF .T^^ .Saviour. 

The Floating Chapel for seamen was 
built by the " Young Men's Missionary 
Society of the Episcopal Church," and was 
opened for religious worship on Feb. 15, 
1844. ItwaSjbiii^t on a firm platform, or 
deck, covering two boats, and makes a con- 
venient room, 70 feet long, an4 30 feet widq. 

It is permanently moored in j[he JSast River, 

> 
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at the foot of Pike street As soon as the 
chapel was prepared, a church iwas or- 
ganized, called the " Church of the Saviour." 
Rev. B. C C. Parker is Rector. 

Emmanuel Free Church. 

This church was received into the Con- 
vention in Sept., 1845, having been formed 
during the year* preceding. They occupy 
the house of wotship vacatied by the Church 
of the Annunciation, on the comer of Prince 
and Thompson streets. No parochial report 
has yet been pubtidhed. Rev. Edwin A. 
Nichols is Rector. 

^ AxotiO- American Free Church of St. 
Georgtb^ the Martyr." 

Such is the style of an Episcopal Church, 
• established in 1845, fbr the partibular accom- 
modation of British Emigrants. They meet 
in a Hall 6n Broadway, near Canal street. 
Rev. Moses Marcus is Rector. 

Church of the Holy Afostles. 

^A church by this name was formed in 
1845, under the Rectorship of the Rev. F 
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Thayer. They meet in a Hall on Thirty- 
sixth street, near the Eighth avenue, hut 
have commenced building a church edifice 
on Twenty-eighth street, near Ninth avenue. 
The corner-stone was laid in April, 1846. 

Church op the Holy Communion. 

A very costly and singular building was 
erected in the year 1845, on the Sixth ave- 
nue, at the corner of Twentieth street, taking 
the above name. It is a free Qhurch, having 
no pews, but is furnished with free seats. 
Eev. W. A. Muhlenberg is the Bector. 

Church of the Crucifixion. 

Preaching was commenced in thB Hall of 
the Lyceum of Natural History, on Broad- 
way, toward the close of the year,, 1845, !)•/ 
the Rev. John Grigg, and soon after a (^hur<m , 
under the above name was formed The 
congregation is at present small. 

Church of the Good Shepherd. 

A small Episcopal drtirch by this^ name 
has been gathered und^r the ministry of 
Rev. E. Hoyt, meeting in a Hall on Market 
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Street, near Munroe street The organiza- 
tion was effected in the early part of the 
year 1846. 

Church of the Advent. 

An Episcopal church by this name was 
formed in the 6arly spring of 1846, meeting 
on Fortieth street, near Ninth avenue. They 
have as yet no pastor. 
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DATES OF THE ORGANIZATION OF THE EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCHES IN NEW YORK, 

WITH THE MCMBERH IN COMMUNION, AS RKPORTBD TO 
THE CONTENTION IN 1844. NO PABOCHIAL REPORTS 

WERE PUBLISHED IN 1845. 

Date. Com. 

Trinity 1697 ) 

St. PauPs Chapel 1766 f 800 

St John's Chapel 1807) 

St. Geoige*s 1752 463 

Christ's 1 794 1 20 

St. Mark's 1799 230 

DuSt. Esprit 1804 85 

St. Stephen's. 1805 343 

St. Michael's 1807 30 

Grace 1809 275 

St Philip's (colored), 1809 300 

St James' 1810 25 

Zion 1810 150 

St Luke's... 1820 257 

St Mary's 1823 20 

St Thomas' 1823 457 

All Saints' 1824 325 

Ascension 1827 420 

St Andrew's 1829 36 

St Clement's.. 1830 140 

St Peter's 1831 244 

Church of the Evangelists 1831 200 

Epiphany • 1833 500 

Nativity 1834 80 

St Bartholomew's 1835 409 

Calvary 1836 50 

Annunciation 1838 100 

St Matthew's 1842 177 

Redemption ....1843 45 

St Jude's •....1843 40 

Church of the Saviour 1844 no report 

French Church du St Sauveir 1844 20 
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St SimoQ's 1844 15 

Emmanuel 1845 no report 

St. George the Martyr 1845 no report 

Cbarch of the Holy Apostle 1845 no report 

Charch of the Holy Communion 1845 no report 

Church of the Messiah (colored) 1845 20 

Church of the Good Shepherd 1846 no report 

Church of the Crucifixion 1846 no report. 

Church of the Advent 1846 no report. 

Total reported 6376 



LIST OF EPISCOPAL CHURCHES ONCE FORMED 
AND BECOME EXTINCT. 

Dftie. 

Calvary (near Corlaer's Hook) ...1820 

Christ's (Ann street) 1828 

St Ann's(Fort Washington) 1825 

SU Augustine's , 1834 

Emmanuel • 1834 

Free Church of the Redemption 1836 

Church of the Messiah 1837 

St Timothy's (German) 1837 

St MaUheW*s (colored)....... ....1840 



FRIENDS. 



Before we sketeb the history of the Friends' 
Meetings in the City of New York, it may- 
be well to describe some of tbeir peculiar 
€Ust<Hns, especially as regatds the several 
kinds of meetings held. 

MeetiafTs for worship fitre held as other 
Christians bold meetings,— on the first day of 
tiie week, and at other stated periods, near 
the middle of the week. 

For the regular administration of dis» 
dfdine^ the FViends have four other meet- 
ings, — viz. : preparative meetings, monthly 
meetings, quarterly meetings, and yearly 
meetings. In these meetings worship is 
first attended to, and then business. The 
preparative meeting consists of Friends 
belonging to one or more meetings for wor 
ship, and before this meeting most matters 
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of business are first brought, and, if thought 
of sufficient importance, the business is 
properly arranged, and passed forward to a 
monthly meeting. The authority for holding 
a preparative meeting is derived from some 
monthly meeting, with the approbation of a 
quarterly meeting, to which it is accountable. 
The monthly meeting includels several con- 
gregations in a neighborhood, who meet at 
a given place within the circle once a month. 
A meeting for worship first takes place, and 
then they separate to attend to business,*— 
ihe men to transact what belongs to the men 
of their own district, and the females to 
attend to what pertains to their own sex. 
The quarterly and yearly meetings are con- 
stituted in much the same way, and their 
bnsiness is managed in a <»mL manner. 
^ The quarterly meetings are careful annually 
to depute such Friends to'ctttend the service 
of the yearly meeting as are men fearing 
God, of good conversation, weighty spirits, 
prudent and sincere, well acquainted with 
the affairs of truth, and diligent attenders of 
meetings for discipline at home ; whose 
practice and conversation is answerable to 
the testimony they profess to bear; men 
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lctl(y^9(m to be faithful and conscienlloos."* 
It would be well if all our chtrehes would 
t>bi^i^e diniillBur ndes in the selection of 
^legates to attend public meetings. 

>In^the yeariy meeting, the state of the 
eodetyi&t large is ascertained by written 
«late^3^nt8 from the diSbf«nt branches ; wh6le 
days are devoted to business, with oocasitmal 
interTal9 for public worship. Thus the meet- 
ings of the Friends rise in rank from one 
to another, tmd, viewed as a whole, present, 
p^aps, as perfect a system of discipline 
« can be found in any denomination. 

Oeorge Fox, "who wAs bom at Dayton, 
ki ^ LetcesOMrshire, Bti^tod, in '^ Jtdy, 1694, 
^ftflds at the h^ad of thii^ denomittatidn. At 
ihe age bf fwenty*three, he began to preach 
•Ae doctrines which ;he had embraced, and 
b^fdre Ihe eloie of that century, the senti- 
ments be held had been embraced by many, 
both in Europe and America. Meetings 
^ad b^en established in many countries, and 
Iheir triinisters, with a zeal which nothing 
earthly bould subdue, travelled from nat&m 
to nation, to make known their faith. WiWi 
a constancy not s^passed in modern times, 

* Rules of Discipline of the yearly meeting. 
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they bore the most cruel mocking and 
scourghigs, in almost every ooimtry they en-^ 
t^ed. Public, sentimeiit w^ ag^ilisf tiimni.. 
it was an age of persecutipiv and tl^y werm- 
made the victims; and.it waamaiiy yeai» 
before men appear to h^ye diiH)0vei«4 that: 
the righte of conscience ought t^ beireppeel* 
ed,. and that open peTseciUH^itiWacf no way 
to propagate the religion of the Fiinc^.^f. 
Peace. 

It is very difficult, if not qjoite impo8«US^e|r 
to fix the date of the establishment of 
Friends' , Meetings, in the city of New Yor^kt 
In the year 1656, Robert Uodg^qxi^f & 
preacher of this denomination, landed iik 
New York, with some others^ bi]t£qdu?git 
dangerous to remain there^ they left witlmiut 
nrnch delay. In 1672^ George; Pox, Jhj^r 
founder of the sect, tmvelled over Long Ls^^ 
land, and pai^d by wat^.over to JSjb^odct 
Island I but he seems to have avoi^e^d jNf^w 
York,, for he, came acro^ ,by .w^teft fronts 
Middletown, in New Jersey, to Gn^yesend^ 
aiwl returned byjhe,saine roi^te.* 

As farju^ can nowJ^e ascertainjed> tbetfiriMf 
stated mcfetings. for worship, in thi9 ciQiE weir^ 

tSiNi Brim's Hifltoiy of IioDtJskii4,PHo d9& 
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established abont the commencement of the 
last centoryi and were connected with a 
monthly meeting held at Flashing) which 
was connected with the yearly meeting held 
on Long l9land, which was established as 
early as 1670. The first Friends' Meeting- 
House in New York city was erected not 
far from the commencement of the last cen- 
tury. Some have placed its date in the year 
1696 ; others in 1703, and others in 1706. 
It was a small frame building, standing on 
Xdttle Green street, running from Maiden 
lane to liberty street, which was then called 
"'Oown street;'' and this continued as the 
sole place of public worship for the Friends 
in this city Tor about seventy years. 

In the year 1775, a substantial meeting- 
housCi of brick, was erected on Pearl street, 
between Franklin square and Oak street, 
which was taken down in 1824, and its place 
supplied by stores and dwellings. In the year 
1794, the old meeting-house on Little Green 
•street havfng become very much decayed, a 
new building was put up adjoining it, but 
fronting on Liberty street, which was used 
for about seven years as a school-house, and 
a place of public worship. In 1S02, the 
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school-house and the old meeting-house 
were both removed, and a new house of 
worship built It was a brick building, 
measuring 60 feet by 40. This was occu- 
pied as a meeting-house until 1826, when it 
was thought best to remove the meeting from 
that location, and in October of that year, it 
was sold to Mr. Grant Thorburn, who occu- 
pied it as a seed store for nearly ten years, 
when it was taken down, and large brick 
stores were erected in its place. 

In 1819, another meeting was opened, and 
a large house of worship built of brick, on 
Hester street, between Elizabeth street and 
the Bowery ; and about the same time a 
meeting was opened at Manhattanville, 
where a small frame building was erected. 
This meeting has since been discontinued. 

When the meeting-house on Pearl street 
was taken down, in 1824, as previously re- 
lated, a Very spacious building was erected 
on Rose street, near Pearl street, and to this 
the congregation repaired, who had formerly 
assembled in Pearl street Such was the 
state of things in the year 1827, when the 
great schism in the denomination took place. 
At that time the Orthodox Friends, as they 

11 
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are styled, separated and built a honse of 
worship on Henry street, between Catharine 
and Market streets ; which, having occupied 
for about twelve years, they sold to the Jew- 
ish Synagogue ^ Anshi Chesed," in the year 
1840, and erected a large and very substan- 
tial building of brick, on Orchard street, near 
Walker, where they still remain ; the meet- 
ings in Rose street, and Hester street being 
attached to the other division of the church ; 
and a third meeting has been added to these 
since, viz. : a small assembly who meet in 
Downing street, near Bleecker, where they 
have a brick edifice, erected in th^ year 1832, 
40 by 46 feet in dimensions. 



THET MEETINGS OF FRIENDS IN THE CITY 
OF NEW YORK, WITH THE DATE OF THEIR 
ESTABLISHMENT. 

Rose street, formerly in Little Green street, Liberty 

street, and Pearl street 1703 

Hester street .1819 

Orchard street, formerly in Henry street 1828 

Downing street 1832 

l^nhattanyilie, opened in 1819, but soon discontinued. 



JEWS. 
1706. 



Amonq the early settlers of the city of 
New York, there were some families of Jews. 
That was not a day of free toleration, for 
although the seed of Abraham were not 
persecuted here as in some other countries, 
yet when they respectfully petitioned for 
leave to establish public worship, and main- 
&n it according to their own faith, they 
were refused by the city authorities. This 
took place in 1685. But this state of things 
did not long continue, for some evidence re- 
mains that before the close of that century 
the Jews did assemble for worship according 
to their own forms. A piece of ground for 
a burying place was procured very early, a 
large portion of which was the gift of a few 
gentlemen. It is situated on the west side 
of Oliver street, neariy opposite the Baptist 
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meeting-house, and is now entirely hemmed 
in with buildings. Monuments are still stand- 
ing there, bearing the date of 1672. A grant 
for the same purpose was afterwards made 
to the Jews by the City Council, but the 
gift does not appear to have been realized. 

It may be difficult to date with precision, 
the establishment of the first Jewish congre- 
gation in New York. The first minutes 
which can now be found, are written in 
Spanish and English, and are dated in 1729^ 
but reference is made to other minutes dated 
in 1706, at which time, if not before, it is 
altogether probable that a congregation ex- 
isted in an orderly manner. About this time 
a small frame building was erected for a 
Synagogue, standing on Mill street, so called, 
from a mill built on a run of water, in which 
it was said the Jewish females performed 
their ablutions. In a few years the congre- 
gation increased considerably, and in 1729, 
finding their place of worship inconvenient, 
they erected a neat stone edifice, measuring 
thirty-six feet by fifty-eight. This also stood 
on Mill street, on the site of their first build- 
ing. Here the congregation continued to 
worship for almost a century, and while the 
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fathers went down to the grave, the children 
rose up in their places* In the year 1818, 
the synagogue in Mill street, which had be- 
come decayed, was rebuilt, and in a few 
years more, the increasing business of the 
city drove the families away from the vicinity 
of the synagogue, and constrained the Jew- 
ish congregation, like other churches, to 
change their location. Accordingly, they 
disposed of their property in Mill street, and 
in the year 1833, erected a spacious and 
elegant synagogue, with houses for the 
minister and sexton, on Crosby street, near 
Spring street, where they now remain. The 
names of the earliest jninisters of this con- 
gregation have not been ascertained. The 
earliest name which the writer has obtained is 
that of the Rev. Joseph Isaac Jeshurun Pinto, 
who died in the year 1766, but it is not 
known how long he officiated. He was 
succeeded in the same year, by the Rev. 
Gershom Mendes Seixas, who officiated fifty 
years, and died much lamented, in 1816. 
The Rev. Moses L. M. Peixotto succeeded 
Mr. Seixas, and officiated until his death, in 
the year 1827. The Rev. Isaac B. Seixas 
a nephew of the former minister, succeeded, 

11* 
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and served until his death, which took place 
in August, 1839. The Rev. Jaques J. Lyons 
succeeded Mr. Seixas, October 15, 1839, and 
still sustains the pastoral office. 

About the year 1824, a second synagogue 
was established, principaUy of German and 
Polish Jews, who separated frona the congre* 
gation in Crosby street The cfiiFerenoe be- 
tween them and the Spanish and Portuguese 
Jews, who assemble at Crosby street, related 
to a difference of dialect in reading the He- 
brew, and some forms of worship, though, of 
course, nothing essential in the framework 
of their religion. They met for a tiine in 
a Hall in the Pispensary, on the corner af 
White and Centre streets, but in 1826* they 
purchased a church edifice standing on Elm 
street, near Canal, which was built by the 
colored Presbyterians two years before, and 
altering it to suit their. own worship, re- 
moved there. The Rev. Mr. Hart was their 
first minister. He was succeeded by the 
Bev. Mr. Myers, and he, in the autumn of 
1839, by the Rev. S. M. Isaacs. About the 
year 1844, a secession took place in this con- 
gregation which led to the establishment of 
another, which assembles at the present time 
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in Franklin street, with Mr. Isaacs as their 
minister. The congregation in Elm street 
have been destitute of a stated pastor since 
that time, but are now expecting the services 
of the Rev. Mr. Leo. 

Soon after the Jewish ^congregation, now 
in Elm street, took possession of that build- 
ing, measures were taken for collecting a 
third congregation, and a meeting was open- 
ed in the Hall of the Dispensary in White 
street, tmder the charge of the Rev. S. Sam- 
uelson, and worship was continued h«re for 
several years. . At length a house of worship 
built by the Friend?, on Henry street, being 
offered for sale, it was purchased by this con- 
gregation, and they removed there in 1840. 

The Rev. Jonas Hecht is their present 
minister. 

In 1841 a fourth synagogue was built on 
Attorney street, near Rivington, of which the 
Rev. Joseph Lewin is minister. 

In the followipg year of 1842, a fifth syn- 
agogue was built in Attorney street, near 
Houston, of which the Rev. L. Heitner is 
minister. In the early part of 1846, the two 
congregations in Attorney street, and the one 
in Henry street, elected as Chief Rabbi, the 
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Rev. Dr. Lilienthal, who was recently em- 
ployed in the Department of Education in 
the Russian government He officiates at 
each of them in turn. The other synagogues 
in the city are independent bodies. 

Four other Jewish congregations are com- 
menced in this city,which,a8 yet, have erected 
no buildings, viz. in the Dispensary in White 
street, where the Rev. S. Samuelson offi- 
ciates ; in Grand street, under the minis- 
try of Rev. S. M. Cohen ; in Leonard street, 
under the ministry of the Rev. S. M. Salin- 
ger ; and in Franklin street, under the minis- 
try of the Rev. S. M. Isaacs. It is understood 
that this last named congregation are about 
erecting a building on Wooster street, near 
Prince street. 

Each of the synagogues adopts some sig- 
nificant Hebrew title. The following are un- 
derstood to be their titles : — 

Crosby street— Sh^areth brad. (The remnant of Israel.) 
Elm street — Benai Jeshw-un. ( Sons of Jehuru n. ) 
Henry street — jinshi Chesed. (The men of benevolence.) 
1st in Attorney street — Shaaxy Shomaim, (The gates of 

heaven.) 
2d in Attorney street— iZorfo/ Sholom, (The pursuers of 

peace.) 
White street— iS'Aaary Tltadeck. (The gates of righteousness.) 
Grand street — Inmcmuel. (God with us.) 
Leonard street — Beth brael. (The house of Israel.) 
Pranklin street — Tht FraMin jissocitUion. 



PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

1716. 



Aboat the year 1706, a very few individuals 
from New England, then living in the city 
of New York, who were, Presbyterians in 
sentiment, were in the practice of meeting 
together in private houses for social worship. 
In the month of January, 1707, the Rev« 
Francis McEemie, and the Rev. John 
Hampton, two Presbyterian ministers, who 
had been sent to America by a respectable 
body of dissenters in the city of London, and 
who had been preaching in different parts 
of Virginia and Maryland, came to New 
York, and having made known their cha- 
racter, and produced their credentials, leave 
was obtained for Mr. M'Kemie to preach in 
the Dutch Church in Grarden street, while 
Mr. Hampton went over to Newtown on 
Long Island. But this coming to the ears 
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of Lord Cornbury, the royal governor, he 
prohibited his preaching in that church. 
However, Mr. William Jackson iavited him 
into his house at the lower end of Pearl 
street, where he ^preached to a small audience 
and baptized a child.* He then went over 
to Newtown, where he was arrested by the 
sheriff of Queen's county, by virtue of a 
warrant from Lord Cornbury, and thrown 
into prison. He was, however, acquitted on 
trial, though the costs, of prosecution were 
most wickedly extorted from him.f 

These persecutions did not altogether dis- 
courage the f6w Presbyterians in New York, 
who continued to meet together for worship 
as best they could, until the year 1716, when 
they resolved to form themselves into a 
regular church, and, if possible, to obtain a 
minister. This was accomplished ; a church 
was organized and connected with the Pres- 
bytery of Philadelphia, and the Rev. James 
Anderson, a native of Scotland, became 
their minister. Pbr about three years, wor- 
ship was held in the City Hall, and in 1719, 
the first Presbyterian church building ever 

* Miller's Life of Rodgers, pp. 87—91. f MiU«r. 
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erected in this city, was put up. It stood on 
Wall street, near Broadway. Mr. Anderson 
remained pastor of the charch until the 
summer of 1726, when he was dismissed in 
order to take charge of a church in New 
Donegal, Pa. 

About four years prior to the dismission 
of Mr. Anderson, some difficulties having 
arisen in the church, a party drew off, and 
formed a distinct society, holding worship 
in a room on William street, near Liberty 
street But no church organization seems 
to have been effected. This new society 
invited Mr. Jonathan Edwards, who was 
afterwards the celebrated minister of North- 
ampton, then a candidate of about 19 years 
of age, to preach to them, which he did for 
the space of eight months, but declined to 
remain permanently, and after . a while the 
separate organization was given up, and the 
members of it principally returned to the old 
church. Rev. Ebenezer Pemberton was the 
second pastor of the church, and was ordain- 
ed for this purpose, in Boston, August 4, 
1727. The ministry of Mr. Pemberton con- 
tinued twenty-six years, and was very suc- 
cessful; and the church was much en- 
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larged. After the first visit of Mr. White- 
field to America, in the year 1740, the con- 
gregation became so large that it was found 
necessary to enlarge the place of worship. 
This v^BLS done in 1743. Two years after 
this it was thought advisable to settle a col- 
league with Mr. Pemberton to meet the 
wants of an increasing congregation, and in 
October, 1750, the Rev. Alexander Gumming 
was ordained as such. In about three years 
after this, very serious dissensions arose in 
the church respecting the psalmody, and 
some other matters, which induced both 
pastors to resign their charge. In October, 
1753, they were both dismissed, though with 
the most ample testimonials of Christian 
character and ministerial ability. 

Soon after this, a call was presented to 
the Rev. Joseph Bellamy, theh pastor of the 
Congregational church in Bethljem, Conn., 
which he declined. It was repeated, and 
urged with great zeal, but he still declined. 
The church then invited the Rev. John 
Rodgers of St George's in Delaware, to 
become their pastor, and he declined; and 
they then called the Rev. David McGregor, 
of Londonderry, N. H., and again received a 
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negative. Thns nearly two years were con- 
sumed, till at length, in July, 1755, they 
called the Rev. David Bostwick, then pastor 
of the Presbyterian chnrch, Jamaica, L. I. 
After long consultations and discussions 
respecting the difficulties in the church, 
especially upon the subject of psalmody, 
Mr. Bostwick was prevailed upon to accept 
the call, and he took the pastoral charge of 
the church in the early part of 1756. The 
settlement of Mr. Bostwick did not entirely 
heal the division in the church. A few were 
BtilL dissatisfied, particularly on the subject 
of psalmody, and ultimately withdrew, and 
farmed what is now the " Scotch Presbyte- 
rian Church*' in Grand street. This took 
place in the autumn of 1756. I^he sketch 
of this church, and those which have sprung 
from it, will be given in its proper place. 

In October, 1762, the Eev. Joseph Treat 
became colleague pastor of the church, and 
in November of the next year, Mr. Bost- 
Tnck was removed by death. In the spring 
of 1764, the church presented a call to the 
Bev. John Murray, then recently from Ire- 
land, to become colleague pastor with Mr. 
Treat, but he declined, and was afterwards 

12 
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settled in Newburyport, Mass. In January 
following, the charch made oat a call (or 
the Rev. John Bodgers, of St Greorge's, in 
Delaware, whom they had called ten years 
before. This application was successful, 
and Mr. Rodgers was installed colleague 
pastor of the church, Sept. 4th, 1765* 

Up to this time the congregation had had 
but one place of worship, but the increasing 
numbers, and the gradual extension of the 
city, led to the belief that a second place 
of worship was necessary. Accordingly 
grouQd was obtained by a grant from the 
corporation, on the corner of Beekman and 
Nassau streets, then <'in the fields," quite 
" out of town," and here the present " Brick 
Church " was erected, and opened for wor- 
ship Jan. 1, 1768. A large congregation 
soon assembled here. Th$ church was 
considered as one body with that worship- 
ping in Wall street. They had one board 
of trustees, one eldership, and one minis- 
try. The war of the Revolution, which fol- 
lowed not long after this, scattered most of 
the congregations in New York. Wall 
Street Church was converted into barracks 
for the soldiers, and the Brick Church into 
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a hospital. The ministers left the city. 
Mr. Treat never retarned, and the pastoral 
relation between him and the church was 
dissolved Oct 2, 1785. Rev. Ihr. Rodgers 
returned to his charge in the fall of 1783, 
and delivered a sermon on that occasion in 
St George's Chape], in Beekman street, the 
use of that building and of St Paul's hav- 
ing been generously offered to the congre- 
gation by the vestry of Trinity Church, 
until their buildings should be repaired — an 
instance of true liberality of feeling, which, 
it is much to be wished, could have con- 
tinued to this day. It was at once seen 
that, with two places of worship, the church 
must be provided with more than one min- 
ister, and accordingly Mr. James Wilson 
was called as colleague with Dr. Rodgers, 
and was ordained and installed as such, 
Aug. 10, 1785. Mr. Wilson remained but 
a little over two years, and in Jan., 1788, 
was di&imissed at his own request, his 
health requiring, as he supposed, a more 
southern climate, and an opening then pre- 
senting for ministerial labors in Charleston, 
S. C. 

After more than a year spent in inef- 
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fectual attempts to obtain a colleague pastor, 
the Rev. John McKnight was installed in this 
office, on Dec 2, 1789. The congregations 
were constantly enlarging, and the lab<»rs o£ 
the ministers ineessant, and on June 5th| 
1793, Rev. Samuel Miller was ordained and 
installed collegiate padtor with Drs. Rodg^rs 
and McKnight. 

'J 'he city was now spreading out, espe- 
cially in the northeastern section, and it be- 
came apparent that a Presbyterian church 
vm» needed there. When this fact began 
to engage attention, Henry Rutgers, Esq., 
presented a lot of ground to the First Pres« 
byterian Church, lying on the corner of 
Rutgers and Henry streets, on which it 
was proposed to erect the contemplated 
edifice. This was accomplished during the 
summer of 1797, when the " Rutgers Street 
Church," a spacious frame building, measur- 
ing eighty-sk feet by sixty-four, Was erected. 
It was first opened for worship. May 13, 
1798. 

Although the three churches now gathered 
were a collegiate charge, yet it was supposed 
the time was not far distant when each 
should stand alone; and when the Rev* 
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Philip Milledoler, D.D., was installed as a 
colleague with Drs. Rodgers, McKnight, and 
Miller, in November, 1805, it was with a 
view to taking the church in Rutgers street 
under his more particular care, and being 
considered its sole pastor, when a separation 
of the churches should take place.* In the 
month of April, 1809, the three churches 
were separated in an orderly maimer by the 
Presbytery ; Dr. Eodgers, then bending un- 
der the weight of years, continuing his pas- 
toral relation both to the Wall street and 
Brick Churches ; Dr. McKnight, with the 
consent of Presbytery, resigned his charge ; 
Dr« Miller being collegiate pastor of Wall 
Street Church only, and Dr. Milledoler being 
sole pastor of Rutgers Street Church^ 

Wall Street, or First Presbyterian 

Church. 

The origin and progress of this church is 
sketched above, down to April, 1809, Rev. 
Drs. Rodgers and Miller being colleague 
pastors. Dr. Rodgers died May 7, 1811, 
aged eighty-four. Dr. Miller was elected a 
ftofessor in the Theological Seminary at 

* Rev. Dr. Miller. 
12» 
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Princeton, in the year 1S13, and resigned bis 
charge. The Eev. Philip Melancthon 
Whelpley succeeded Dr. Miller in April, 
1815, and died in the 30th year of his age, 
July 17| 1824. For more Uian a year the 
church was without a pastor. At length 
they eaUed the Rev. William W. PhiUips, 
who was then pastor of the Pead Street 
Church, and he was installed pastor of the 
Wall Street Church, on January 19, 1826. 
The ministry of Dr. Phillips with this church 
still continues. The house of worship in 
Wall street, which was enlarged in 1748, as 
before stated, remained as then buiU until 
the year 1810, when it was rebuilt on an en- 
larged plan, ninety-seven feet long, and sixty- 
eight feet wide, with a handsome spire. This 
building was burnt out in 1834, and rebuilt 
with the same walls the following year. Thus 
it stood until the year 1844, when it was 
sold for $3,000 to the Presbyterian Church 
in Jersey city, and taken down and removed 
to that place. During the following year a 
new and elegant building, one hundred and 
nineteen feet long, and eighty feet wide, was 
erected for the accommodation of the chureh 
and congregation in the upper part of the 
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city, on the Fifth avenne, between Eleventh 
and Twelfth streets, at a cost of about $55,000. 
It was opened for worship January 11, 1846. 

Brick Church. 

After the dissolution of the collegiate 
connection, as related above, the infirmities 
of Dr. Rodgers led the members of the 
Brick Church, of which he was then sole 
pastor, to seek some farther ministerial aid. 
Accordingly, in the month of May, 1810, 
they gave a unanimous call to Mr. Gardiner 
Spring, who was ordained and installed 
collegiate pastor with Dr. Rodgers, on the 
8th of August following. Rev. Dr. Spring 
continues sole pastor of the Br^ck Church, 
now, with one exception, the oldest in the 
pastoral relation of any one in the city. 

Rutgers Street Church. 

Rev. Dc Milledoler, D.D., was the first 
past(» of this church, when the collegiate 
relation was dissolved in April, 1809. Four 
years from that time, Dr. Milledoler resigned 
the charge of this church, and became co^ 
pastor of the collegiate Dutch Church in 
this city, and subsequently President of 
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Batgers College. The church was withoat 
a pastor until October 17, l81o, when Mr. 
Alexander McClelland was ordained and 
installed pastcnr. Rev. Dr. McClelland hav- 
ing been elected a professor in Dickinson 
college, was succeeded in the pastoral office 
in Rutgers Street Church, by Rev. Tho^ias 
McAuly, D.D., in August, 1822, and he by 
the present pastor, the Rev. John M. Krebs, 
D.D., who was installed November 12, 1830. 
In 1841, the present elegant house of wor- 
ship was built on the site of the old one, 
which was then taken down. It was opened 
AprU 21, 1842. 

DuANE Strei^t Church. 

In the year 1808, it was thought expedient 
to attempt the establishment of a new 
Presbyterian church in New York, uncon- 
nected with the three collegiate churches 
then in the dty ; and on November 9 of that 
year, a church of twenty-eight members was 
organized, who occupied a house of wor- 
ship which had been erected in the year 
preceding, situated on Cedar street, between 
William and Nassau streets. On the day 
of the organization of the church, the Rev. 
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John B. Bomeyn, D.D., was installed its 
pastor. This church, from its location, was 
called the " Cedar Street Church." Here a 
large congregation was gathered, and Dr. 
Bomeyn continued his labors until his death, 
which took place February 22, 1825, in the 
forty -eighth year of his age. After a vacancy 
of nearly two years, during which the Rev. 
Dr. Payson, of Portland, and Rev. Dr. 
Sprague of Albany, were both called and 
declined, the Rev. Cyrus Mason was 
ordained pastor in December, 1826. Dr. 
Mason resigned his charge in June, 1835, 
and is now a professor in the University of 
New York. During the ministry of Dr. 
Mason it was thought expedient to remove 
the place of worship, inasmuch as the 
vicinity of the church-building was crowded 
with stores and warehouses, and the families 
had nearly all removed. It was sold with the 
lots for about $75,000, and taken down in 
1834. The congregation were temporarily 
accommodated in the lecture room of the 
Brick Church, near the Park ; and in 1835, 
an elegant house of worship was built on 
Bnane street, corner of Church street, at a 
cost of about $40,000, exclusive of the lot 
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on which it stands. To this building the 
congregation removed on the first Sabbath 
in January, 1836, and the name of the 
church was changed from Cedar Street to 
« Duane Street Church." In May of that 
year, the Rev. George Potts was installed 
pastor of the church. The congregation 
was soon considerably enlarged, and after a 
few years of successful ministry, it was 
suggested that inasmuch as many of the 
congregation had removed into the upper 
part of the city, a new church might be 
formed by those living at a distance from 
Duane street, and their places supplied by 
others residing in the lower part of the city, 
and thus the cause of evangelical truth 
would be promoted. To accomplish this 
Dr. Potts resigned the charge of Duane 
Street Church, in April, 1844, and shortly 
after commenced preaching in the chapel of 
the New York University, thus laying a 
foundation for a congregation, while a house 
of worship was building. He was succeeded 
in Duane Street Church by the Rev. James 
W. Alexander, D.D., who was installed in 
October, 1844, and in the present minister. 
The prospects of the congregation are very 
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encouraging, their large house of worship is 
well filled on the Sabbath, and four hundred 
and forty-four members in communion were 
reported in May last 

Church on XTniversity Place. 

During the spring and summer of 1S45, 
an elegant building was erected on Univer- 
sity place, corner of Tenth street, at a cost of 
$56,000 dollars, and was opened for public 
worship in June, 1845. To this building the 
congregation repaired which had been gath- 
ered by the labors of the Rev. Dr. Potts, in 
Uie Chapel of the New York University, 
after his dismission from Daane street. On 
the e^ning of October 26th, 1845, a church 
was organized here by a Committee of the 
Piresbytery of New York, consisting of one 
hundred and fifty-eight members, about 
eighty of whom were dismissed for that pur- 
pose from the Duane Street Church, and on 
the 26th of November following, Dr. Potts 
was installed pastor. 
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Canal Street Church. 

This church was formed in the year 1809. 
The church edifice was first located in 
Orange street, near Grand street, on the spot 
now occupied by one of the public school- 
houses. The corner-stone of the building 
was laid by the Rev. Dr. Rodgers. It was 
commonly csdled the "Irish Presbyterian 
Church" from the fact that the original 
members were principally Irish Presbyteri- 
ans. The first pastor of this church was the 
Rev. John McNeice, who held the pastoral 
ofiice until the year 1815, when he was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Henry Blatchford, who 
remained in the pastoral office four^ years. 
He resigned the charge in November, 1813, 
and was succeeded by the Rev. John Albur- 
tis. The ministry of Mr. Alburtis continued 
but. two years, being succeeded by the Rev. 
Robert McCartee, D.D., in April, 1822. 
During the ministry of Dr. McCeurtee, the 
circumstances of the church were greatly 
improved. The location of their house of 
.worship was very unfavorable, and the build- 
ing, though not old, had been slightly built, 
and was going to decay. The congregatioQ 
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resolved to remove, and having disposed of 
their old building, they erected a large and 
substantial one of brick, on' the corner of 
Green and Canal streets, to which they re^ 
paired in the year 1825, and the church from 
that time has been known as the << Canal 
Street Church." A large congregation soon 
assembled here; the labors of Dr. McCar- 
tee were greatly blessed, so that at one time 
the church numbered seven hundred com- 
municants. In 1836 Dr. McCartee resigned 
his charge, and subsequently became pastor 
of the Presbyterian Church in Goshen, 
Orange county. 

In the following year, the Rev. John An- 
derson^ became pastor of the Canal Street 
Church, but his ministry was terminated by 
his resignation, in 1839. In 1840, Rev. 
Richard W. Dickinson, formerly of Lan- 
caster, Pennsylvania, and more recently 
pastor of the Bowery Church, was installed 
pastor ; in which office he remained about 
four years, when he also resigned the charge 
of the church. After several ineffectual 
attempts to secure a pastor, Mr. Hugh Smith 
Carpenter accepted the call of the congre- 
gation, and was ordainedj and installed 

13 
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pastor of the church, in October, 1845. 
Thus in the space of thirty-six years, the 
Canal Street Cnurch has had seven pastors, 
not one of whom has died with them. 

Laight Street Church. 

In the month of April, 1810, a house of wor- 
ship was commenced in Spring street, near 
Vcurick street. The venerable Dr. Bddgers, 
then in his eighty-third year, was present, and 
offered a short prayer, which is believed to 
have been his last public service. In April, 
1811, a church was organized here, and the 
Rev. Matthew La Rue Perrine was installed 
its pastor in October of that year. Dr. Perrine 
continued in the pastoral office nearly nine 
years ; being dismissed at his own request in 
July, 1820. He was- subsequently appointed 
a professor in the Auburn Theological Semi- 
nary. Rev. Samuel H. Cox succeeded Dr. 
Perrine, being installed pastor, Dec. 25, 1820. 
In 1825, the congregation erected a new 
Jiouse of worship oil the corner of Laight 
street and Varick street, fronting on St John's 
park, to which they removed in that year, 
changing their name from the Spiing Street 
to the « Laight Street Church." Ten years 
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after this, Dr. Cox was elected professor of 
Sacred Bhetoric and Pastoral Theology in 
the Theological Seminary at Aubum ; and, 
on Oct. 22, 1835, the Rev. Flavel S. Mines 
was installed as his successor in Liaight street 
Mr. Mines resigned the charge of this church 
in Oct, 1840. At this time the pedple were 
very much disheartened ; heavy debts were 
pressing on them, and they had been borne 
down by trials of various kinds. About this 
time a dijfficnlty occurred in the Reformed 
Dutch Church in Franklin street, when a 
large number of members withdrew, and had 
established a separate meeting in a hall on 
Broadway, under the ministry of the Rev. 
James Harkness, who had preached in 
Franklin street for a year or more previous, 
and it was in prospect to organize a Presby- 
terian Church, of which Mr. Harkness should 
be pastor. It was suggested that a union 
might be effected between this branch of the 
Dutch Church and the Laight Street Church, 
to the advantage of both. After some nego- 
tiation, this was effected, and on Dec. 29, 
1840, Mr. Haricness was installed pastor of 
the Laight Street Church. But pecuniary 
difficulties still pressed hard upon the con- 
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gregation, and in December, 1842, Mr. Hark- 
ness resigned bis pastorsbip in tbe Laight 
Street Cbarcb, and accepted a call to tbe 
cborch in M atteawan, near FishkiU landing; 
and tbe congregation sold tbeir bouse to a 
Baptist Cburcb, tben newly constituted by a 
colony ttom tbe Tabernacle Baptist Cburoh 
in Mulberry street. On October 10, 1843, 
tbe Laigbt Street Cburcb was dissolved by 
Presbytery. 

Elizabeth Street Church 

A little previous to the year 1811, a reli- 
gious meeting under a Congregational or In- 
dependent form, was estabUsbed in Elizabeth 
street, connected with tbe " West Chester 
Association." In the month of April, in the 
year 1811, this body was re-organized as a 
Presbyterian Church, and received to the 
Presbytery of New York : thirty-seven com- 
municants were at that time enrolled. The 
Rev. Henry P. Strong was installed pas- 
tor of this church, September 4tb, in the 
same year. But tbe church was always fee- 
ble, and the congregation small, and in less 
than two years Mr. Strong resigned his 
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charge, and in October, 1813, the church was 
regularly dissolved by Presbytery. 

City Missionary Operations. 

For several years following the year 1816, 
there were in operation in this city three so- 
cieties, having for their object the advance- 
ment of religion among the more destitute 
population of the city, as well as missionary 
operations in the country. These were the 
" Young Men's Missionary Society," " The 
New York Evangelical Society of Young 
Men," and " The Female Missionary Society 
for the Poor.'' The first of these societies 
bad, as missionaries in the city, at different 
times, Messrs. W. W. Phillips, John E. Mil- 
ler, Robert Steel, and Abraham O. Stanbury ; 
the second employed Messrs. Samuel C. 
Aiken, Elihu W. Baldwin, Samuel E. Cor- 
nish, Samuel H. Cox, and Matthias Bruen ; 
while Messrs. Ward Stafford and Samuel J. 
Mills labored for the third society. There 
was a rivabry between some of these societies^ 
and occasionally they came in each other's 
way, as they were laboring oh very nearly 
the same ground. We state the fact merely 
for historical accuracy, and there leave it, as 

13* 
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the tales of fonner times. The labors of 
these missionaries were blest, and have lesolt- 
ed in the gathering of five chorches, viz. the 
Seventh Presbyterian, in Broome st, wh^re 
Mr. Baldwin became pastor; the Allen Street 
Chorch, afterwards supplied by Mr. Gray; 
the Bowery Chorch, whore Bilr. Stafford be- 
came pastor ; the colored PresbytmanChoidi, 
where Mr. Cornish became pastor, and the 
Bleecker Street Church, where Mr. Bmen 
became paston The exertions ol these mis- 
sionaries w^e directed mainly to the nortli- 
eastern section of die city, str^ching frc»3i 
Peck Slip to the Dry Dock. There were, at 
that time, four little villages or clusters cWT 
houses within these limits, known as ^ Cor- 
laer's Hook," «« Grand Street Market,'' <" Stag- 
town," and ^ Manhattan Island,'' the latter be- 
ing about half a mile to the north of Cor- 
laer's Hook, and approached by a bridge, 
rendered necessary at high water.* In edl 
these places stated services were held, on the 
Sabbath, and at other times, as rooms could 
be procured. In the summ» of 1818, the 
building, known as the ^ Mission House," 
was erected on Broome street, between Lewis 

* Hatfield's life of Baldwin, page 183. 
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and Cannon streets, and opened for worship 
on October 14th, of that year. The Seventh 
Presbyterian Church had very recently been 
formed, and were locating themselves in the 
same neighborhood, and it was soon thocigkt 
best to dispose of the Mission House. It 
was accordingly leased during the next year, 
and afterwards sold to a society of Metho- 
dists, who had recently been gathered in a 
school-room in Broome street, then just va- 
cated by Mr. BaldwinHs congregation, and 
who afterwards became the " Willet Street 
Methodist Church." This took place in May, 
1S19, and the Mission House continued to 
be occupied by the Methodists for six years, 
when it formed the place of gathering of the 
Cannon Street Baptist Church, by whom it 
was occupied until the spring of 1841, when 
it was converted into dwelling-houses.* 
From this time the sketch of the several 
churches, gathered by these missionary ope- 
rations, will best exhibit them. The first of 
these was the 

• Hal^eld's Life of Baldwin, pages 227-228. 
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Seventh Presbyterian Church. 

The Rev. Elihu W. Baldwin commenced 
his labors in New 7ork as a city missionary 
in the autumn of the year 1816. He labored, 
as has already been stated, mainly in the 
neighborhood of Corker's Hook, the Gi^and 
street market, Stag Town, and Manhattan 
Island, preaching the gospel from house to 
house, and gathering the people together in 
little assemblies, as opportunity offered. 
These means, humble as they seemed, re- 
ceived the blessing of God. There was an 
evident desire by many to hear the Word, 
and several hopeful conversions occurred. 
In the early part of the year 1818, the ques- 
tion (rf the formation of a church was referred 
to a Committee of the Missionary Board, 
under whose patronage Mr. Baldwin was 
laboring, who reported favorably, and a 
church was organized. The organization 
took place March 27th, 1818,^ in a private 
room in a house in Grand street, near Lewis 
street, then occupied by the family of Mr. 
William Badeau. Rev. Mr. Stafford and 
Rev. Mr. Perrine assisted Mr. Baldwin on 
this occasion. Eleven individuals were en- 
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rolled at that time ; eight dismissed for this 
purpose from the Rutgers Street Churchy one 
from Laight Street Church, — ^then called 
Spring Street Church, one from the Presby- 
terian Church in Catskill, and one from the 
Congregational Church in New London. 
Five of them were from one family, and but 
four were males. The church having been 
thus organized, nine others, all females but 
one, were added on profession of their faith. 
Not one of the members brought to the en- 
terprise either wealth or extensive influence. 
It was truly with them the day of small 
things.^ In the course of a few months 
arrangements were made for the erection of 
a house of worship. It stood on Sheriff 
street, between Broome and Delancy street. 
The corner-stone was laid on the 10th of 
August, and the house was opened for wor- 
ship on the 18th of June of the following 
year. 

On December 25th, 1820, Mr. Baldwin 
was installed as pastor of the church. The 
activity and devout earnestness of Mr. Bald- 
win received signal blessing, and in a few 
years it was discovered that their house of 

* Memoir of Baldwin, page 200. 
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worship would not accommodale the malti- 
tades who were thronging around him to 
hear the gospel from his lips. The house 
was accordingly sold to the Roman Catholics, 
and a laiger one erected on the corner of 
Broome and Bidge streets. This building 
was finished, and opened for public worship, 
May 6th, 1827. It was a substantial brick 
building, 80 feet by 64,-^more than twice as 
large as the former house. This building 
was burnt on the night of February 26th, 
1831, and the 20th of NoTcmber following 
found the congregation in a new house of 
worship, erected on the same spot. The 
labors of Mr. Baldwin were not only abun- 
dant, but always judicious and acceptable, 
and scarce any man has ever labored in New 
York with more permanent success. 880 
persons were gathered into the church 
during his ministry, 539 of whom were on 
profession; and when he resigned his charge, - 
in the early part of 1835, in order to accept 
the Presidency of Wabash College, Indiana, 
it was with the most sincere regret that his 
people parted with him. Mr. Baldwin was 
succeeded in the ministry by the Rev. Edwin 
F. Hatfield, the present pastor of the church, 
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who entered on his labors as soon as Mr. 
Baldwin left. This church continues to be 
one of the most flourishing in the city. The 
ministry of Mr. Hatfield has been very suc- 
cessful ; several seasons of marked revival 
have been enjoyed ; many have been gather- 
ed into the church ; and, while they have dis- 
missed several colonies to aid in the forma- 
tion of other churches around them, they 
have more than one thousand members in 
communion ytill on their roll. 

Allen Street Church. 

This was the second church which arose 
from the city missionary operations. It was 
in the summer of 1816, that the Rev. Ward 
Stafford and the Rev. Samuel J. Mills ex- 
plored a large, and at that time a very forbid- 
ding district of the city, having for its centre 
the corner of Catharine and Madison streets, 
then called ^< Bancker street" These labors 
were blessed: a small congregation was 
gathered, and a house of worship was erected 
on Bancker street soon after. On May 28th|. 
1819, a church of twenty-five members was^ 
organized here, and the Rev. William Grey 
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supplied it as a city missionary. In 1823, 
the building in Bancker street was taken 
down and removed to Allen street, and since 
that, in 1832, the present brick building has 
been erected, at a cost of $16,000. Mr. Gray 
continued to supply the Allen Street Church 
from its formation, in 1819, to the year 1827. 
Two years after this the church ceased to be 
a " Mission Church," and assumed the re- 
sponsibility of calling their own pastor. 
Since that time this church has had for 
pastors, viz. : 

Rev. Henry WMte» D.D., instaJJed in May, 1829, and 
^missed to accept the Professorship of Theology in 
the New York Union Theolo^cal Seminary, May 

9th, 1837. 

Rev. William Bradley, installed December 3d, 1837, and 
dismissed April 3d, 1839. 

Rev. George B. Cheever, D.D., installed October lOlh, 
1839, and dismissed April 24th, 1844 ; and 

Rev. David B. Coe, the preset pastor, who was in- 
stalled October Uthy 1844. 

Colored Presbyterian Church. 

This was the third of the Mission churches, 
and was organized January 13th, 1822, with 
twenty-four members. Mr. Samuel E. Cor- 
nish, a colored preacher, had commenced his 
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labors with the colored population in the 
city, in the autumn of the previous year, and 
occupied a small house of worship on Rose 
street The church was taken under the 
care of the presbytery of New York, and Mr. 
Cornish became its pastor. Encouraged by 
many around them, an effort was tnade by 
this church to erect a house of worship, and 
in 1824, a brick building, 62 feet long and 
50 wide, was erected on Elm street near 
Canal street, at a cost of about $14,000. 
But little of the money wa& actually paid, and 
the congregation soon found themselves 
with an incumbrance which they could not 
bear, and they relinquished the house within 
a year, which was sold under foreclosure o£ 
mortgage, and is now the Jewish SynagoguCi 
** Benai Jeshurun." 

The church retired to a room in Sullivan 
street, where they continued for two or three 
years, aided by Mr. Cornish, and other sup^ 
plies. But Mr. Cornish's hedth failing, he 
was dismissed in April, 1828. 

In September following, Mr. Theodore &• 
Wright, a licentiate, educated at the Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton, commenced 
his labors with this church, and in March» 

14 
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1829, he was ordained by the presbytery of 
Albany, to which he then belonged. A large 
school-room was obtained near the junction 
of Duane and Hudson streets, and in this 
place the church continued for nearly three 
years. In the year 1831, the congregation 
purchased the old German Lutheran Church 
building, formerly known as the << Swamp 
Church,'* situated at the corner of Frankfort 
and William streets, for the sum of $13,000, 
and here they have remained. Rev. Mr. 
Wright is still pastor of the church ; his 
labors have been much blest ; several very 
interesting revivals of religion have taken 
place, and more than four hundred membeis 
are now enrolled in communion. 

BowERT Church. 

The fourth Mission Church was located 
at the Bowery, and arose chiefly through the 
labors of the Rev. Ward Stafford, who was 
employed as a missionary in the city for 
several years. The building known as the 
** Bowery Church," was completed in the 
year 1822, and on April 17th of that year, 
a church was there organized by the presby- 
^'^ry of New York, consisting of sixteen 
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members, and in October of the next year, 
Mt. Stafford was installed its pastor. The 
Bowery Church being but a feeble band, 
Mr. Stafford was sustained in part by the 
City IVCssion Society, for a few years* la 
the spring of 1827, some serious difficulties 
occurred in the Bowery Church, and in the 
following year, Mr. Stafford resigned his 
charge. In February, 1827, the church in- 
vited the Bev. Joel Hawes, of Hartford, to 
become their pastor, but he declined. In 
October of the same year the Bev. Joseph 
S. Christmas was installed pastor. Mr. 
Christmas was a young man of great pro- 
mise, and the ehurch and people were high 
in their hopes ; but these hopes were soon 
Uasted by the sudden death of their minis- 
ter, in less than five months. He died March 
7th, 1830, aged 27. 

The next pastor of this church was the 
Bev. John Woodbridge, D.D., formerly of 
Hadley, Massachusetts, who was installed 
October 1, 1830, and dismissed at his own 
request February 29, 1836. He was suc- 
ceeded by the Bev. Bichard W. Dickinson, 
formerly of Lancaster, Pa., who was installed 
November 2, 1836, *ut resigned the charge 
in AprU following. 
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At this time the congregation had become 
much disheartened, for although a consider- 
able assembly attended public worship, and . 
about one hundred and fifty members were 
enrolled in the church, yet a heavy load of 
debt lay upon the building, which they saw 
little prospect of discharging without great 
personal sacrifices, and after struggling for a 
while, the building was sold and the church 
disbanded. 

Bleeckeb Street Church. 

i 

This was the fifth church which was e»- 
tablished in a great measure through mis- 
sionary labors. The first city missionariesi 
from the year 1816, and onward, bestowed 
some labof on the then scattered population 
in the upper end of Elizabeth, Mptt, and Mul- 
berry streets, and after the settlement of Mr. 
Baldwin in Broome street, and Mr. Stafibrd 
at the Bowery, a city mission was established ' 
by the Presbytery of New York, in the spring 
of the year 1823, and the B^v. Samuel Nott» 
>un., and the Rev. William S. Heyer, were 
employed as missionaries. Mr. Heyer soon 
left, on account of ill Health, and Mr. NotI 
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remained alone. He had a pfeaching statioUi 
at what was then called ^ Bowery Hil V near 
wh^t is now ^ Union Square." He after- 
wards removed to a room in Elizabeth street, 
near Bleedcen He was succeeded in his 
missionary work by the B«v. Matthias Bmeni 
who labored gratuitously for several years* 

In April, 1825, a church of a few mem- 
bers, was organized by Mr. Bruen, and at- 
tached to the presbytery of New York, and 
in June following he was installed its pas- 
tor* In the year 1826, a handsome stone 
edifice was completed on Bleecker street, 
near Broadway, the corner-stone of which 
had been laid April 26, 1825, and to this, 
the church removed. 

The life of Mr. Bruen was short He 
died much Isunented, Sept. 6, 1829. After 
calUng and receiving a negative answer from 
the Rev. Dr. Beecher, then of l^ositon, the 
Bev. l^kine Mason succeeded Mr. Bruen, 
being installed Sept 10, 1830. A large and 
intelligent congregation is now gathered at 
Bleecker street The house of worship has 
been enlarged and repaired in far better style 
than before, and a church o£ nearly four 

14^* 
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hundred members collected. Rev. Dr.. 
Mason continues pastor of the church. 

Such is the result of the city missionary 
operations, which were commenced in 1&16. 
One of the churches fcnrmed has ceased to 
exist| but four of them are living and flour- 
ishing, and embody at the present time, more 
than two thousand three hundred members. 

The Eiobth^ Presbyterian Church. 

In the commencement of the year 1819, 
there were seven Presbyterian churches in 
this city, viz., Wall Street, Bride Church, 
Rutgers Street, Cedar Street, now Duane 
Street, Canal Street, Laight Street, and the 
seventh church in Broome street, near the 
East River. The Scotch Church, now in 
Grand street, the Pearl Street Church, and 
the Murray Street Church, were also in 
operation ; but being at that time in another 
ecclesiastical connection, they were not 
reckoned ; and hence the new church, next 
formed, was numbered the eighth. This 
church originated in a division wbidi took 
place in the summer of 1819, in the Reform* 
ed Dutch Church in " Greenwich village/* 
as it was then called, of which, at that time^ 
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the Rev. Stephen N. Rowan was pastor. In 
consequence of this, Mr. Rowan resigned 
the pastoral office in the Dutch Church. On 
the 26th of August, 1819, a meeting for con- 
sultation was held in the ^< Free School 
Room" cOTuer of Hudson and Christopher 
streets, attended by fourteen men. Ar- 
rangements were made for the orderly forma- 
tion of a Presbyterian Church, and for the 
establishment of public worship. The first 
meeting for worship was attended' in a room 
in the ** Eagle Factory," on Sabbath morn- 
ing, August 29th, when the Rev. Alexander 
McClelland, then the pastor of Rutgers Street 
Church, officiated. The church was duly 
organized on the 9th of September follow- 
ing. Rev. Dr. McClelland presiding ; thirty- 
five male members were enrolled, and short- 
ly after twenty-six more, mostly females, 
were admitted on certificate, nearly the 
whole having been members in the Reform- 
ed Dutch Church. On the 11th of October 
following, a call was given to the Rev. Mr» 
Rowan to become pastor of the church, 
which he accepted, and was installed ac- 
cordingly. 

About two years after this, a house of 
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worship wa3 erected on Christopher street* 
In the summer of 1828, I)r« Rowan was 
appointed an agent for the Society for 
Meliorating the Ck>ndition of the Jews, and 
his congregation consented to release him 
for twelve monthi. During this time the 
pulpit was supi^ed by Rev. David S. Bo- 
gert, Rev. Ebenezer Mason, and Rev^ Sam- 
uel A. Bumstead* D^. Rowan returned and 
resumed his ministry at the end of the year, 
but in May, 1830, he resigned his charge, 
having accepted the pffipe of general agent 
of the society for whom he had labored, 
with a view to permanency. Soon after the 
dismission of Jk* Rowan, the Rev. Denny- 
Ray Thomason, from England, was engaged 
as a stated supply, and in December follow- 
ing, rather informally, elected pastor, but in 
April, 1831, he was released at hid own re- 
quest ; and in June of that year, a call was 
given to *the Rev.^ Henry Hunter, who was 
installed pastor on thp 29th of that month.^ 

Mr. Hunter continued to discharge the 
duties of the ministry usefully, and very 
acceptably, until his death, which took place 
suddenly, August 27, 1834. In March, of 
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the following year, a call was given to the 
Rev. WDliam Chester, which he declined. 

In July following, a unanimous call was 
made out for the Bev. Edward Dunlap 
Smith, and he was installed pastor of this 
church on the fourteenth of the same month. 

In the space of a few years, while the 
affairs of the church were going on with 
ordinary prosperity, pecuniary difficulties 
began to press very hard upon the congrega- 
tion. Thdr house of worship had never 
been paid for, and a great debt was con- 
suming them. Thus they struggled on till 
the close of the year 1841, when an oppor- 
tunity presenting, the house of worship was 
sold to the free Episcopal Church, styled 
« St Matthew's," for about $14,000. The 
embarrassments of the congregation were 
thus relieved, and they retired to the Chapel 
of the N6w York University. Here the 
church continued to meet for about a year, 
when, in October, 1842, Mr. Smith resigned 
his charge. The church continued to meet 
together for about a month longer, when 
they resolved to disband, many of the num- 
ber expecting to unite with a new church 
then gathering in the upper part of the 
city. 
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Chelsea Presbyterian Church. 

As the population had incieasedy and was 
fast increasing in the upper section of the 
city, on the North River side, it was judged 
important to provide the means of grace 
there in greater abundance, and several 
members of Presbyterian churches living at 
Chelsea, as it is cdled, established a prayer- 
meeting in the spring of 1842. During 
that summer, arrangements were madoi 
principally through the liberality of an in- 
dividual, to erect a house of worship, and in 
the summer of 1843, a substantial brick 
buUding was finished on Twenty-second 
street, near the Ninth avenue, on what is 
termed " Lennox Place.** On October 22, 
1843, soon after the house of worship was 
opened, a church of sixty-five members was 
organized by the Presbytery of New York, 
a large portion of whom had been members 
of the " Eighth Presbyterian Church,** which, 
as related above, having no pastor, and no 
house of worship, and being in a broken 
state, had judged it expedient to scatter into 
other churches. 

In November following, the Rev. Edward 
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B. Smith, who had been the last pastor of 
the Eighth Church, was installed pastor of 
the " Chelsea Church,'^ where he now re- 
mains. The church and congregation are 
in a flourishing condition. The present ^ 

number of communicants is about one hun- 
dred. 



Vandewatbr Street Church. 

The Presbyterian Church which once ex- 
isted in Vandewater street, was originally or- 
ganized as an independent or Congrega- 
tional Church, and was under the ministry 
of the Rev. J. S. C. F. Frey, a converted 
Jew. On the 12th of December, 1820, Mr. 
Frey and his congregation applied to the 
Presbytery of New York to be received under 
its care, as a Presbyterian Church, which 
union was effected in October of the follow- 
ing year. At that time the church contained 
96 members ; but difficulties existed between 
them, and in September, 1822, Mr. Frey re- 
signed his charge, and shortly after the 
church withdrew from the Presbytery, and 
stood, for a time, independently. During 
this time their pulpit was supplied by several 
persons, — ^principally by the Rev. Hooper 
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Cumming, though they do not appear to 
have had any stated pastor. Towards the 
close of the year 1825, Mr. Thomas E. 
Vermilye, a licentiate, was engaged as a 
supply, and the people w«re desirous of re- 
taining him as pastor, and, to effect this in 
an orderly manner, they applied to the Pres- 
bytery to be again taken under their care. After 
some little demur on the part of the Presby- 
tery, the church was again received, and Mr. 
Vermilye was ordained and installed pastor 
on January 16th, 1S26. The ministry of 
Mr. Vermilye was acceptable and useful in 
this church ; but the house of worship had 
not been paid for, and the congregation were 
pressed with pecuniary embarrassments, and 
at length, in June, 1829, Mr. Vermilye re- 
signed his charge, and the church shortly 
after disposed of their house of worship, and 
disbanded. 

Central Church. 

This church was originally collected by 
the persevering labors of the Rev. William 
Patton. He commenced preaching on the 
first Sabbath in March, 1820, to a mere 
handful of people, in a schoolroom in Mul- 
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berry street, just below Grand street, which 
he hired on his own responsibility; and 
here, on January 8th, 1821, a church was or- 
ganized, consisting of four persons only. 
Mr. Patton continued preaching, and that 
gratuitously, for more than two years ; divine 
influences were afforded ; the church was in- 
creased ; and, in 1822, Mr. Patton was in- 
stalled its pastor. A convenient house of 
worship was erected on Broome street, near 
Centre street, 75 feet long and 60 wide ; the 
corner-stone was laid in September, 1821, 
and it was opened for worship May 7th, 1822. 
Here a large congregation was soon collected. 
Dr. Patton remained pastor of the church for 
about fourteen years, when, in September, 
1834, he resigned the charge, having been 
elected Corresponding Secretary of the 
" Central American Education Society." 

The ministry of Dr. Patton in this church 
was very successful. He began, as we have 
seen, with four persons only, and but one 
male among them. He was unaided, and 
sustained himself for several years. But 
when he left, the " little one" had literally 
** become a thousand,''-^as about that num- 
ber of names had been enrolled on the 

. 16 
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church register, the largest proportion of 
whom had been received by profession. 
He was succeeded by the Rev. William 
Adams, D,D., who was installed November 
13th, 1834, and is the present pastor. 

Village Church. 

« 

A little previous to the year 1822, a church 
of a few members was formed under the 
above name, in the westerly part of the city, 
near the North River. When they applied 
to Presbytery to be received under its care, 
some objection arose from a supposed inter- 
ference with some other congregations, but 
they were at length admitted under the con- 
dition of locating south of Leroy street, and 
their name was at this time changed to that 
of the " Tabernacle Church." In November^ 
1828, the Rev. Alexander G. Frazer became 
pastor of this church, at which time more 
than sixty members were enrolled in com- 
munion, and for a short time it seemed pro- 
bable that it might have grown up and 
lived among the churches of the city. But 
the ministry of Mr. Frazer was terminated 
by his resignation in the summer of 1830, 
aud after this the church became extinct. 
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" Provost Street," or " 14th Church/' 

Toward the close of the year 1822, the 
Rev. James G. Ogilvie commenced preach- 
ing in the westerly part of the city, near 
Franklin street, then called Provost street, 
and in January 10, 1823, a Pr^wf^yterian 
church of morejhan thirty members was 
organized, and on the 13th of the same 
month Mr. Ogilvie was installed its pastor. 
In the course of Ihat year a house of wor- 
ship, now standing on Franklin street, was 
built and occupied by the church and con- 
gregation, and for a year or more the pros- 
pects of the congregation were encouraging. 
But, like many other chiirch-edifices, the 
house was built on credit, and soon the 
debt began to press hard on the people, and 
after some severe but ineffectual struggles, 
Mr. Ogilvie solicited his dismission, the 
house was sold, and the church was regu- 
larly dissolved by Presbytery, in October, 

1825. 

« 

Spring Street Church. 

When the Laight Street Church removed 
to their new building in the summer of 1825, 
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a part of the members found it more con- 
venient to remain behind, and accordingly on 
the 9th of December, in that year, a new 
church of forty-three members was orga- 
nized, in Spring street, continuing to hold 
worship in the old church building, which 
was purchased of the Laight Street Church. 
The Rev. Henry G. Ludlow was the first 
pastor of this church, being ordained and in- 
stalled, December 25th, 1828. Mr. Ludlow 
remained here until April, 1837, when he was 
dismissed at his own request, and settled in 
New Haven ; and in October of the same 
year, he was succeeded by the Rev. William 
Patton, D.D., who is the present minister. 
In the year 1835*, the old house of worship 
was taken down, and a new one erected, 
much larger, and more convenient Here 
there is now a church of nearly eight hun- 
dred members ; a very large and flourishing 
congregation, and a Sabbath school of about 
one thousand children. 

Union Caurch. 

This church was organized on October 
13th, 1829, with about twenty original mem- 
bers. A house of worship, situated on 
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the corner of IMnce and Marion streets, which 
had been built by a Universalist Society, 
about five years previous, was purchased, and 
on October 22d, 1830, the Rev. Herman Nor- 
ton was installed pastor. At this time the 
church had increased to about one hundred 
members. For a time things looked pros- 
perously, and the congregation were encou- 
raged. But the house of worship was encum- 
bered with a heavy debt, and at length, to 
relieve these eihbarrassments, the house was 
sold in 1835, for $20,000, and the debts 
paid. The church with ifa pastor retired 
to a hall, resolving to keep on, but after 
struggling for a year, Mr. Norton resigned 
his charge in April, 1835. The church, 
though weakened by dismissions, still kept 
together, supplying themselves as best they 
could, until April, 1838, when they were 
dissolved by Presbytery. 

North Church, and Carmine Street 

Church. 

The history of these churches is mingled. 
On November 1st, 1829, a church was orga- 
nized called the " North Church,'* and met 
for worship in the Sixth avenue, near Amity 

15* 
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Street. Before this church enjoyed .the 
labors of a stated pastor, a division took 
place, and eighteen members removing to 
Carmine street, were called the " West 
Church." This colony took with them the 
church organization, the North Church re- 
maining the legal corporate body. This was 
in 1831, and in June of that year, a new 
church was organized as the " North Church," 
and on July 5th, of the same year, the Rev. 
Ebenezer Mason was installed its pastor. 
The ministry of Mr. Mason in this church 
continued less than two years, being termi- 
nated by his resignation in February, 1833. 
After this the church was scattered, and soon 
became extinct. 

The " West Church " made an immediate 
effort to build a house of worship on Car- 
mine street, which was finished, and opened 
in May, 1832, two months previous to which 
the Rev. David R. Downer was installed pas- 
tor. The church was then but a feeble band, 
consisting of only thirty-two members, but 
the ministry of Mr. Downer was very suc- 
cessful; and although he might not have 
been a very learned man, nor yet what the 
world calls a very eloquent preacher, nor yet 
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a man of brilliant talents, yet he was a pioosi 
devoted minister, and was instrnroehtal in 
gathering into the church more than four 
hundred members. He died of consumption 
November 28th, 1841. 

The Rev. Edwin Holt was the next pas- 
tor. He was installed March 23d, 1842, and 
after sustaining the pastoral office about 
four years, was dismissed at his own request, 
in April, 1846. The church is now vacilint. 

Free Presbyterian Churches. 

In the month of May, 1830, a meeting of 
a few gentlemen was held to consult on the 
best method of extending church privileges 
to the poorer classes of the community, and 
more especially to those who, on account of 
high pew rents, and other causes, were al- 
most excluded from the Reformed Dutch 
and Presbyterian Churches. The result of 
this consultation was a pledge on the part 
of five individuals to take measures for the 
establishment of a free church. The Rev. 
Joel Parker, then pastor of a church in 
Rochester, N. Y., being in the city at the 
time, was present, by invitation, at that 
meeting, and gave encouragement that if 
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his church and presbytery would consent, 
he would embark in this enterprise. This 
consent was obtained, and Mr. Parker com- 
menced his ministry in New York, June 
27, 1830, when public worship was com- 
menced in a room in Thames street, former- 
ly used as a lecture room by Rev. Dr. Ro* 
meyn. The first meeting was attended by 
about forty persons, but soon increased until 
thecoom was filled by nearly four hundred. 
On the 22d of September following, a 
church of 16 members was organized by the 
Presbytery of New York, and styled " The 
First Free Presbyterian Church of New 
York." Of this church Mr. Parker became 
the pastor. The congregation continued in 
Thames street until Feb. 20, 1831, when 
they removed to the Masonic Hall, on 
Broadway, near Pearl street. Arrange- 
ments were immediately made, however, 
for the erection of a permanent house of 
worship, which was accomplished during 
that year. The building was situated on 
Dey street, corner of Washington street 
The ground floor was thrown into stores, 
the second floor making a large house 
of worship, capable of accommodating from 
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eight hundred to one thousand persons. The 
cost was about $7,000. The seats were all 
free, and the necessary current expenses 
raised by voluntary subscription and contri- 
bution. This house was opened for wor- 
ship, Oct. 16, 1831. A numerous congre- 
gation assembled here, and the church 
was greatly enlarged. Nearly seven hun- 
dred members were admitted during the 
ministry of Mr. Parker. In Oct., 1833, Mr, 
Parker resigned the charge of this church, 
being about to take charge of a church in 
New Orleans. He was succeeded in the 
church in Dey street, by the Rev. Ephraim 
P. Barrows, who was installed July 28tb, 
1835. In the year 1837, Mr. Barrows was 
appointed to a professorship in the Western 
Reserve College, and was succeeded in thfe 
Dey Street Church by the Rev. Jacob 
HelfFeinstein. In February, 1838, the Dey 
Street Church, taking their pastor with them, 
united with the '' Tabernacle Church," re- 
linquishing their own name, so that neither 
the "First Free Church," nor the "Dey 
Street Church," are any longer to be found. 
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Second Free Presbyterian Church. 

On the 14th of February, 1832, a colony 
of thirty-six members and three elders was 
dismissed from the First Free Church, and 
organized under the tide of the "Second 
Free Presbyterian Church of New York.'* 
They met in "Broadway Hall," until the 
following May, with the Rev. E. P. Barrows 
as their stated supply. At this time the 
" Chatham Street Chapel," which had been 
an old Theatre, had been fitted up as a place 
of worship, and the Rev. Charles G. Finney 
had been invited to occupy it. The Second 
Free Church thereupon removed to the 
Chatham Street Chapel, and Mr. Finney be- 
came its pastor September 28, 1833. Mr* 
Finney continued his labors here until 
April, 1836, when he became pastor of the 
church then formed at the " Tabernacle" on 
Broadway. The Rev. John Ingersoll had 
been associated with Mr. Finney at Chatham 
Street Chapel, in 1834, as co-pastor, and 
was dismissed about the same time. ^ 

Immediately after Mr. Finney left the 
Chatham Street Chapel, the Rev. J. H. 
Martyn was called as pastor of this church, 
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and continued his labors for about two years, 
when he was dismissed at his own request, 
in May, 183S. During the next three years 
this church had no pastor. They had oc- 
casional supplies of preaching, but were in 
a scattered and broken state. In the month 
of June, 1841, the Rev. Mr. Marty n, their 
former pastor, was recalled, and the church 
by vote changed their form to Congrega- 
tional, and the " Second Free Church" is no 
more to be found. 

Third Presbyterian Church. 

This also was a colony of thirty-five per- 
sons, dismissed from the First Free Church, 
and organized under the above title, by the 
Third Presbytery of New York, on Decem- 
ber 9, 1832. They assembled for worship 
at the Masonic Hall, on Broadway, being 
supplied by the Rev. D. C. Lansing, D.D., 
of XJtica, who was installed pastor of the 
church, February 10th, 1833. In the course 
of that year a house of worship was erected 
on the corner of Thompson and Houston 
streets, at a cost of about $11,000. Here 
the congregation first assembled December 
39, 1833. On July 23, 1835, Dr. Lansing 
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was dismissed at his own request, and was 
succeeded in Augast following, by the Rev. 
Nathaniel E. Johnson, who remained be- 
tween two and three years, and was dismiss- 
ed in April, 1838. After remaining vacant 
for more than a year, the present pastor of 
the church, the Rev^ Samuel D. Bnrchard, 
was installed on the 1st of May, 1839. 
This church has relinquished the free system, 
and now rents its seats, and consequently 
is no longer known as the " Third Free 
Church," but is called the ** Houston 
Street Church." 

Fourth Free Presbyterian Church. 

On the 5th of January, 1834, a colony of 
thirty-five members was dismissed from the 
Second Free Church, and organized as the 
" Fourth Free Presbyterian Church." They 
first met in a hall on the comer of Hester 
street and the Bowery, and the Bev. Arthur 
Granger was a stated supply for several 
months. During the summer the meeting 
was removed to the " Millitary Hall" on 
the Bowery, opposite to Spring street, and 
in the month of October of that year, the 
Rev. Isaac N. Sprague was installed pastor 
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of the church. Shortly after this, a large 
bailding on Catharine street, near Madison 
street, formerly used ^ a brewery, but which 
had been fitted up for a place of worship, 
was purchased, and hither the church re- 
moved. A large congregation assembled 
here, a considerable revival of religion took 
place, and many were added to the church. 
The place of worship, always considered 
temporary, was now found to be altogether 
too strait for the increasing assembly ; and 
during the year 1835, it was taken down, and 
a brick building sixty-eight feet by fifty-eight, 
was erected on the corner of Catharine and 
Madison streets, having a line of stores in 
the basement story on Catharine street. 
This building cost about $13,000, and was 
opened for public worship on the first Sab- 
bath in January, 1836. The health of Mr. 
Sprague soon failed, and in April of that 
year, he found it necesssory to resign his 
charge. Rev. Joel Mann was the second 
pastor of this church. He was installed 
January 18, 1837, and dismissed at his own 
request, June 11, 1838. The Rev. James 
L Ostrom succeeded Mr. Mann, being in- 
stalled in October, 1838. 

16 
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The ministry of Mr. Ostrom continued a 
little short of two years, he resigning the 
charge June 1,^ 1840. After Mr. Ostrom 
left, the Rev. William Whitaker became a 
stated supply, in this church, for about a 
year and nine months, the Presbytery de- 
clining to instal him, and the church there- 
upon becoming independent But the so- 
ciety had now become weakened, many had 
removed to other congregations, a load of 
debt for the building lay heavily on the peo- 
ple, and it was thought impracticable any 
longer to sustain the church ; and it was 
finally agreed by those who remained, to sell 
the house of worship, pay tfie debts of the 
concern, and disband. This was accom- 
plished in the summer of 1842. A Metho- 
dist Society bought the house, and the 
" Fourth Free Church" is no more. About 
the commencement of the year 1835, some 
incipient movements were made for the for- 
mation of a Fifth and a Sixth Free Presby- 
terian Churches, but no other organization 
in this form has ever been accomplished 
here. 
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Tabernacle Presbyterian Church. 

Connected with the foregoing account of 
the Free Presbyterian Churches, it seems pro- 
per to bring into view the church first organ- 
ized in the " Tabernacle" on Broadway. 

The building well known as " The Ta- 
bernacle," was erected in the year 1835, and 
first opened for worship in April, 1836. The 
chief design of its founders was the exten- 
sion of the free church plan, then in its most 
successful operation in this city. Rev. 
Charles G. Finney, then pastor of the Se- 
cond Free Church in the Chatham street 
Chapel, was engaged to occupy the Taber- 
nacle.. A church was formed of 120 mem- 
bers, about 80 of which were dismissed for 
this purpose, firom the Second Free Church, 
and on April 10, 1836, Mr. Finney became its 
pastor. This church had some very pecu- 
liar features. It was called a congregational 
church, and yet the business of the church, 
both spiritual and temporal, was committed 
to seven deacons, who were to be chosen 
annually, and styled " The Session." This 
was a sort of Congregationalism which the 
New England Churches would not have 
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acknowledged, and a sort of Presbyterianism 
which could not have been acknowledged 
by any Presbytery here. Such, however, 
was the Tabernacle Church. The ministry 
of Mr. Finney at the Tabernacle was termi- 
nated b^ his resignation in about one year ; 
and in June, 1837, he was succeeded by the 
Rev. George Duffield, who supplied the pul- 
pit, acting as pastor, but without regular in- 
stallation. 

The pecuniary strength of the congrega- 
tion being found inadequate to meet the ex- 
penses of 80 large an establishment, a union 
was very harmoniously effected between 
this church, and the " First Free Church," in 
Dey Street, probably to the advantage of 
both. The Dey Street Church presented 
one condition to which the Tabernacle 
Church assented, viz., that the united church 
should be Presbyterian. The Dey street 
Church brought with them their pastor, the 
Rev. Mr. Helffeinstein* This took place in 
Feb., 1838. Not many months after this, 
both the pastors retired, and in the autumn 
of the same year, the Rev. Joel Parker be- 
came pastor of the united church. At this 
time the free church plan was, by mutual 
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consent, partially relinquished, and the pews 
rented as in other churches. 

For several months after Mr. Parker's 
settlement, the church was harmonious and 
prosperous, but some matters of discipline 
led to a dissatisfaction ; a sharp controversy 
arose, and at length the proprietor of the 
building, which had never been paid for, 
prosecuted his mortgage to foreclosure, and 
in July, 1840, it was sold at auctiop, and 
purchased by Mr. David Hale for $34,260. 
At this time, the church consisted of be- 
tween five and six hundred members, and at 
a very full meeting of the church, held im- 
mediately after the sale of the house, it was 
proposed to form a Congregational Church 
after the model of the New England 
Churches. The officers of the church, and 
a majority of the members, were unfavora- 
ble to this measure, and having no house of 
worship, they scattered into other congrega- 
tions. Dr. Parker, for a short time, preach- 
ed a part of each Sabbath in the Pearl street 
Church, where a lai^e portion of his people 
attended, but at length they all scattered, 
and « The Tabernacle Presbyterian Church'* 
is no more. 

It)* 
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Sixth Street Church. 

la the month of November, 1830, Mr. Joha 
A. Murray, a licentiate preacher, commenced 
a religious meeting in a school-room on the 
corner of Stanton and Essex streets, with a 
small congregation of people, many of whom 
had been members of the Presbyterian Con- 
gregation in Broome street, then under the 
pastoral charge of the Rev. Dr. Patton. On 
January 8th, 1831, eleven persons were there 
organized as a church, by a committee of the 
third Presbytery, all of whom were dismissed 
for that purpose, from the " Central Church *' 
(Dr. Patton's) ; and being a colony from that 
church, it was styled '< The Branch Presby- 
terian Church," and the Central Church paid 
the salary of their minister for a considerable 
length of time. The congregation continued 
to enlarjge, additions were made to the 
church, and everything looked encouraging. 
A spacious house of worship was erected on 
the Second avenue, near Third street, the 
church was legally incorporated, and called 
the " Second Avenue Church," and on June 
22d, 1833, Mr. Murray was ordained and 
installed its pastor. But like many other 
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congregations, they were heavily burdened 
with debt for the erection of their house (d 
worship, and a hard struggle was necessary 
to enable them to keep along, yet with com- 
mendable perseverance they kept on. 

In th^ summer of 1834, Mr. Murray was 
appointed a secretary of the Home Mission- 
ary Society, to reside at Geneva, New York, 
and wa9 accordingly dismissed in October 
of that year. A call was immediately pre- 
sented by the church to the Rev. Ansel D. 
Eddy of Canandaigua, to become their 
pastor, which he declined ; and in the April 
following, a call was given to the Rev. 
Charles S. Porter, of Gloucester, Massachu- 
setts, which he accepted, and was installed 
June 14th, 1835. Mr. Porter continued pas- 
tor of this church about five years and a hal£ 
A considerable congregation were generally 
in attendance, and many were added to the 
church ; but a load of debt was pressing hard 
upon the people, and they became disheart- 
ened. On November 15th, 1841, Mr. Por- 
ter was dismissed at his own request, and 
shortly after the house of worship was sold at 
auction for about $13,000, and purchased by 
a church of Roman Catholics. 
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A large portion of the charch and congre- 
gation now scattered into other churches, 
and mingled with them, while a few chose 
to remain together still, and having rented a 
Hall on the Bowery, obtained occasional 
supplies. Mr. Horace Eaton, then a stu- 
dent in the Union Theological Seminary of 
New York, conducted their meetings for a 
considerable season. Though reduced to a 
mere handful in number, yet after a time the 
spirit of that few began to revive, and ar- 
rangements were made to procure a house 
of worship. Ground was purchased on 
Sixth street, near Second avenue, and a neat 
brick building measuring 60 feet by 40, wa^ 
erected and paid for, and when this new 
building was first opened, on June 18, 
1843, Mr. Eaton was ordained to the pas- 
toral office in the church, the name of which 
is now changed to that of the street on 
which the building stands. 

The condition of this church will be un- 
derstood, when it is stated that in April, 
1841, just previous to the dismission of Mr. 
Porter, the church reported 264 members in 
communion, but at the ordination of Mr. 
Eaton, in June, 1843, no more than 75 coulci 
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be found. Bat a far mofe healthy state of 
things now exists. A good congregation is 
gradually collecting, to whom Mr. Eaton 
continues to minister with increasing use- 
fulness, and 155 members are now enrolled 
in communion. 

Welsh Presbyterian Church. 

A congregational church had been formed 
in the year 1824, or 1825^ which met in Mul- 
berry street, a considemble portion of whom 
were Welsh, and the services were conduct- 
ed for a part of the time in that language. 
In July, 1833, they thought it expedient to 
change their form of government, and were 
organized as a Presbyterian Church, with 
52 members, and attached to the third Pres- 
bytery. The Bev. Jenkin Jenkins was their 
minister at that time, and remained with 
them for about two years after, when he re- 
signed the charge of the church, and left the 
city. He was succeeded by the Bev. Jona- 
than J. Jones, who was installed July 1, 
1836, and remains in charge of the church 
at the present time. Their place of worship 
is in Broome street near the Bowery, and 
the services are conducted altogether in the 
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Welsh language. jThe prospects of the 
congregation are on the whole encouraging. 
[See sketch of the Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodist Church on a subsequent page.] 

Village Church. 

We have already given a sketch of a 
church by this name, called also the " Taber- 
nacle Church," formed in the year 1822, and 
which became extinct in about eight years 
after. The field of operations of that 
church was in the westerly part of the city, 
and toward the Greenwich village, and 
although that church had failed, it still seem- 
ed desirable to maintain a Presbyterian 
church on that ground. Hence arose 
another church, called also the " Village 
Church.'' It was organized by the third 
Presbytery, December 29, 1833, most of the 
original members being dismissed for that 
purpose from the Carmine Street Church. 
They met for a time in a building on the 
east side of Abingdon Square, which had 
been erected for a bank several years before, 
during the prevalence of the yellow fever in 
the city. Arrangements were, however, 
made for building a house of worship, which 



I 
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was accomplished in the year 1836. It is 
situated on Jane street 

This church continued in operation about 
seven years, and was under the charge of 
three successive pastors, viz., Rev. William 
Page, installed June 33, 1834, and dismissed 
October 7, 1835 ; Rev. Daniel Clark, jun., 
installed March 33, 1836, and dismissed 
April 4, 1838 ; and Rev. Daniel Brown, 
installed November 10, 1840, and dismissed 
October 6, 1841. Very soon after this the 
house of worship was sold, the congregation 
scattered, and the church became extinct. 

Brainerd Church. 

This church owes its existence, under 
God, mainly to the labors of the Rev. 
Charles Hall, one of the secretaries of the 
Home Missionary Society. The north- 
eastern section of the city had been extend- 
ing, and had become quite populous, yet 
with a lamentable dearth of the ordinary 
means of grace, when on the first Sab- 
bath in January, 1833, Mr. Hall commenced 
preaching in an inconvenient " upper room," 
on the comer of Stanton and Essex streets. 
The assemblies at fijrst were small, but the 
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constant preaching of the Gospel, with its 
auxiliaries, the prayer-meeting, and the Sab- 
bath school, accompanied as they usually 
are, when faithfully used, by dirine influ- 
ences, soon produced a marked effect. The 
people of God who attended on these ser- 
Tices were enlivened, and some few persons 
were hopefully converted. In about a year 
from the time the meeting was opened, it 
was thought expedient to organize a church, 
which was accordingly done by the Third 
Presbytery, on February 9, 1834. About 
thirty members were first enrolled, and they 
assumed the name of the ^ Brainerd Church*" 
During the following summer the Brev. Asa 
D. Smith was engaged to preachy arid in 
November, 1834, he was ordained and 
installed as pastor. A substantial bouse 
of worship was built on Bivington. street, 
near Ludlow street, which was completed 
in the following year, at a cost of about 
$20,000, including the ground. Mr. Smith 
is still its pastor. His labors have been 
much blest, and a numerous assembly is 
found there. 



Eighth Avenue Church. 

Sacfa i» the corporate name of a Piresby- 
terian church, now situated in West Twen- 
tieth street, between the Sixth and Seventh 
avenues. The Pi:e8bytery of New York 
having directed their attention to the wants 
of that section of the city lying on the 
Eighth avenue, and its vicinity, authorized 
their misi^onary committee to engage a man 
to labor in that field, and in November, 1833| 
Mr. James C. Edwards, a licentiate preacher^ 
was appointed to"^ that service. Meetings 
were first held in private houses until the 
last of December, when the people assem* 
blecf in a building prepared for their recep*^ 
tiori, on the west side of the Eighth avenue^ 
above Nineteenth street, and on January 
5, 1834, it was fontially opened as a house 
of worship. On the 9th of February follow* 
ing, a church of thirteen members was 
organized, and its officers installed; Rev. 
Mn Carroll of Brooklyn, and Rev. Dr. 
Phillips of New York, officiated on that oc* 
easion. 

Mr. Edwards continued to labor in this 
congregation until the spring of 1835, when 

17 t 
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he left, having accepted a call firom the 
church in Smithtown, Long Island, The 
Eighth Avenue Church was notlong destitute, 
for, on AprU 25th, 1835, the Bev. Henry A. 
Biley was installed pastor, and continued in 
that office until January, 1839, when he re- 
signed his charge. 

Mr. Riley was succeeded, in April follow- 
ing, by the Rev. B. C. Brisbin, who remained 
pastor of the church about twQ years. In 
the autumn of 1839, during the ministry of 
Mr. Brisbin, the congregation sold the small 
bouse of worship they had occupied, and 
hired and fitted up a hall on Eighteenth 
street, east of the Eighth avenue, and here 
they remained until May, 1843. After the 
dismission of Mr. Brisbin, in April, 1841, 
the Rev. James I. Ostrom, their present pas- 
tor, was engaged as a supply, but was finally 
installed in June, 1843, at which time the 
new house of worship, which they now 
occupy, on Twentieth street, was dedicated^ 
It is a substantial brick building, and cost 
about $10,000. This church is now con- 
nected with the Fourth Presbytery of New 
York. 
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Manhattan Island Church. 

The settlements around the " Dry Dock/* 
— ^known formerly as ^^ Manhattan Island/' 
became the scene of some interesting labors 
of the early city missionaries. Daring the 
snmmer of 181(3, Mr. Stafford preached there 
often, at the ship-yards, in a room kindly 
famished by the Messrs. Brown, who were 
then extensively engaged in ship-baUding in 
that neighborhood. Here large assemblies 
were often collected.* The labors of Mr. 
Baldwin and other city missionaries were 
also occasionally directed to this spot Bat 
nothing permanent was effected for many 
years. 

In the early part of the year 1834, the Rev. 
John J. Slocam coI^menced preaching in 
that part of the city, with the view of collect- 
ing a congregation. A bailding had been 
erected on what is now Fourth street, having 
a schoolroom on the first floor, and a place 
fitted up for pablic worship on the second, 
and often called at that day '^ the church in 
the Swamp," as it was a low and marshy 
place all around. Here Mr. Slocum held 

* Stafford's ** New Missionary Field/' page 4. 
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his meetiogs. A considerable congregation 
attended, and on Jane 9th, 1834, a chnrch of 
a few members was duly (organized by the 
Third Presbytery, and, on the 15th of the 
same monUi, Mt. Slocum .was installed its 
pastor. He ccwtinQed in tUs office a little 
more thim two years, but with small soooeas, 
and finally resigned his charge in October^ 
1836. 

The chnrch still kept together, and con- 
tinued to meet {ot worship with such sup* 
plies as they conld obtain, and in Febmary, 
1838, they made out a call for the Bev. Elihu 
W. Baldwin, formedy a city missionary on 
that ground, but at that time IVesid^it q£ 
Wabash Collie. Bnt failing in this apidif- 
cation, they gave up, and seattered, and the 
few memlxNTs that remained, united with the 
Eleventh Church, when diat was orgaiui^^ 
in the following year. 

Tabernacle Church (Catharine street) 

In the autumn of 1832, or the early part 
of 1833, the Rev. Alonzo Wdton commenced 
a meeting in a room, formerly a brewery, on 
Catharine street, near Madison street ; and in 
June, 1833, application was made to the 
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Third Presbytery, by about thirty persons, to 
be organized as a chtureb, with a view to 
be placed under the ministry of Mr. Wehon. 
After some little delay, and hearing the re* 
port of a committee of investigation, the 
Presbytery declined acting. But the meet* 
ing was continued, and, in February of the 
following year, application was made to the 
First Presbytery to organize the church, — ^the 
proposed members of which presented, at 
the same time, a call for Mr. Welton to be- 
come their pastor. The Presbytery orga- 
nized the church by the name of the " Taber- 
nacle Church," but the church did not prose- 
cute their call Mr. Welton ceased preach- 
ing there after a few months, and, disposing 
of their building to the Fourth Free Church, 
the Tabernacle Church scattered, and became 
extinct 

German Presbyterian Church. 

The same year of 1834 was signalized by 

the formation of a Presbyterian Church, for 

the benefit of the German population. It 

was but a small and feeble band. They 

met in Houston street, towards the East 

river, having for their minister the Rev. 

17* 
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QeoTge Mills, who was installed as pastor on 
NoTember 16th, 1834. In about three years 
after, finding themselves pressed with pecu- 
niary difficulties, both minister and church 
were induced to withdraw from the Presby- 
terian connection, and unite with the Epis- 
copal Church. 

Mercer Street Church. 

In the summer of 1834, an elegant house 
of worship was completed, situated on Mer- 
cer street, near Waverley place. On the 8th 
of October of that year, a church of twenty- 
four members was organized by the Third 
Presbytery, more than half of whom Ivere 
from the Laight Street Church, from which 
congregation also many of the leading mem- 
bers of the Mercer street congregation had 
removed. On Nov. 11th, 1835, the Rev. 
Thomas H. Skinner, D.D., was installed 
pastor of this church, and continues in that 
office to the present time. The congregation 
is large and wealthy, and the church now 
numbers more than five hundred members. 



. t 
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Sixth Avenue Church. 

This church was organized by the Pres- 
bytery of New York, in the summer of 
1835. Its beginning was rather encourag- 
ing. They occupied a small bouse of wor- 
ship in Sixth avenue, opposite Amity street, 
being on the same ground occupied a few 
years previous by the Nc»rth Church, and in all 
probability embracing a considerable portion 
of the same people. The Bev. David Long- 
more became their stated supply. In two 
years the church had incresfised to one hun- 
dred and forty-s^ven members in commu- 
nion, but in October, 1838, the whole enter- 
prise was abandoned, and the church was 
disQolved by Presbytery. 

University Church. 

This was a small band organized as a 
church, by the Presbytery of New York, on 
April 19th, 1836, They assembled for 
worship in the chapel of the New York 
University, under the ministry of Rev. John 
Woodbridge, D.D., then recently dismissed 
from the Bowery Church. But Dr. Wood- 
bridge leaving the city after a few months, 



196 PRESBYtEtllAN CHURCH. 

the church ceased operations, and was soon 
after dissolved by presbytery. 

Madison Street Church* 

This church was organized by the Third 
Presbytery, with seventy-seven members, 
mostly from the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, on Aug, 12th, 1836, and on Nov. 
4th, of the same year, the Rev. James W. 
McLane was ordained and installed pastor. 
In Augusl^ of the following year, the con* 
gregation com{fleted a very neat and com- 
modious house of worship on Madison 
street, corner of Governeur street, at a cost, 
for house and land, of about $30,000. The 
ministry of Mr. McLane was useful and 
successful among this people. He was in- 
strumental in gathering many into the 
church, and the circumstances of the con- 
gregation were VQry materially improved dur- 
ing his continuance. He, however, resigned 
his charge in April, 1844, and was succeeded, 
in April of the following year, by the Rev. 
J). Taylor Bagg, the present pastor. 
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Ninth Church. 

A church by this name was constitated 
by the Presbytery of New York, Oct 16th, 
1836. They met for worship in a hall on 
the comer of Canal and Varick streets, and 
were supplied for several months by Mr. 
Kobert Birch, a licentiate. Some little suc- 
cess attended his preaching, and the church 
increased within a year to nearly sixty mem- 
bers. In September, 1837, Mr. Birch be- 
came pastor, but in less than a year he re- 
signed this charge, having accepted a call 
from the church in New Brunswick, and the 
Ninth Church was soon dissolved. 

Rose-Hill, or Tenth Church. 

A Presbyterian churdi of a few members 
was organized by the Third Presbytery in 
June, 1837, near what was formerly called 
" Eose-Hill,^' near the junction of Twenty- 
second street and Third avenue. Mr. S. 
6. Specs, a licentiate, was obtained as a 
supply, and continuing acceptably with the 
people, he was ordained and instsdled pastor 
of the church, May 13, 1838. In the follow- 
ing year a comfortable brick edifice was 
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erected on Twenty-second street, where 
Mr. Spees continued to minister until De- 
cember 21, 1840, when he was dismissed at 
his own request The church was vacant 
for nearly a year, when, on November 15, 
1841, the Rev. Charles P. Bush was or- 
dained and installed. The ministry of Mr. 
Bush was terminated by his resignation in 
October, 1845. The present pastor of the 
church, the Rev. James Knox, commenced 
his ministry very soon after the dismission 
of Mr. Bush. He was installed January 
28, 1846. 

Eleventh Church. 

The Manhattan Island Church ceased 
operations, as has already been related, in 
1838, but it was still thought desirable to 
maintain a Presbyterian church on that 
ground ; and on May 13, 1839, a new church 
was organized by the Third Presbytery, con- 
sisting of eighty-nine members, being a 
colony from the Seventh Presbyterian 
Church, with a few who remained of the 
Manhattan Island Church. 

In the following month, the Rev. Mason 
Noble was unanimously invited to become 
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their pastor; he entered on his labors in 
July, and was installed on the 14th of Oc- 
tober in the same year. For more than 
three years the congregation occnpied the 
place of worship which had been occupied 
by the Manhattan Island Church in Fourth 
street ; but in October, 1842, they completed 
and dedicated a new house of worship at 
the corner of Fourth street and Avenue C. 
Mr. Noble is still their pastor. The circum- 
stances of this church are very encouraging. 
Many have been added to the communion, 
and an increasing congregation is usually 
in attendance. 

Jane Street Church. 

This church was organized by the Second 
Presbytery in the year 1842. They occu- 
pied a house of worship built by the Vil- 
lage Church, in Jane street, near Abing- 
don Square, a church which had ceased 
operations but a few months previous. The 
Bev. John Johnston was installed pastor of 
this church about the beginning of 1843, 
and continued his ministrations there but 
little more than a year, he being dismissed 
ia the spring of 1844, having accepted a 
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oall to the Presbyterian church in Jersey 
City. Soon after this, the church disbanded, 
most of the members uniting with the Fifth 
Associate Reformed Church, whichj very 
soon after occupied the building. 

Fifteenth Street Church. 

With a most laudable desire to extend 
the privileges of the gospel to the more de»* 
titute parts of the city, as well as to occupy 
seasonably the vacant ground, private and 
individual munificence had secured the 
erection of a very commodious church 
edifice on Fifteenth street, near the Third 
avenue, in the year 1843. In the early part 
of 1844, the Rev. William D. Snodgrass, 
D.D., commenced preaching there. On 
September 18th of that year, a church of 
twenty-seven members was organized by the 
Presbytery of New York, and on March 
15, 1846, Dr. Snodgrass was installed as 
pastor. 

Harlem Presbyterian Church. 

This is a small band of lesrthan tw«ilj 
membeiB whkh was organked by theThiid 
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Presbytery, on June 29, 1844. A small but 
very neat house of worship was built during 
that summer, and on the 16th of April, 1S45, 
the present pastor of the church, the Rev. 
Ezra H. Gillett, was ordained and installed. 

Bloomingdale Church. 

This is a small church of twelve mem- 
be^, constituted by the third Presbytery, on 
March 17, 1845. They meet for worship in 
a Hall on Fiftieth street, near the Eighth 
avenue, but have as yet no stated pastor. 

During the winter of 1845-6, Mr. John 
Cromwell, a licentiate, supplied this church. 
A most signal blessing attended his labors, 
for the assembly, though small, was evident- 
ly favored with the effusions of the Divine 
Spirit, and the church was more than 
doubled by the admission of recent hopeful 
converts. 

Hammond Street Church. 

This church was constituted by the Pres- 
bytery of New York, on July 26, 1846. 
They had twenty-one original members, and 

ten more have since been added. They 

18 
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have built a lecture-room on the comer of 
Hammond and Factory streets, which they 
now occupy. Rev. William E. Schenck is 
their stated supply. 

YoRKviLLE Presbyterian CHtJRCH. 

Rev. Joshua Butts commenced preaching 
in a school-room on the Third avenue, at 
Yorkville, in the autumn of 1845, and a 
church of eighteen members was organized 
there by the Presbytery of New York, on 
the 16th of April, 1846. No pastor has yet 
been installed. 

Madison Avenue Church, and Forty- 
Second Street Church. 

The same active beneficence which pro- 
vided a place of worship for the Chelsea 
Church, and the Fifteenth Street Church, 
led to the erection of two other convenient 
and substantial houses of worship, one situ- 
ated on Madison avenue, opened in 1844| 
and the other on the corner of Forty-second 
street and Eighth avenue, opened in Sep- 
tember, 1845. Mr. John D. Wells, a licentiate 
of the Presbytery of New York, is supplying 
the Madison Avenue Church, and the Rev. 
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John G. liowrie, that on Forty-second street. 
Church organizations have not been accom- 
plished in either. 

In the month of April, 1846, preaching was 
commenced in the Manhattan Hall, No. 63 
Houston street, by Mr. B. T. Phillips, a 
licentiate of the Presbytery of New York, 
with a view to the ultimate gathering of a 
church, and a considerable congregation is 
abeady assembling there. 



ASSOCIATE REFORMED PRESBYTERIAN 

CHURCHES. 

It falls not in with the plan of these 
sketches to detail the theological questions 
which have rent into parties any of the reli- 
gious denominations, but simply to state, in 
as intelligible a manner as possible, the facts 
which illustrate the history of each. The 
Associate Reformed Church is a union of 
two bodies, which originated in secessions 
from the Established Church of Scotland. 
Five churches of this denomination have 
been formed in the city of New York. 

The first church of this character was 
formed about the year 1757. There had, 
for some time, existed a difficulty in the 
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Wall Street Church on the subject of psal- 
mody, and when, at the settlement of Mr. 
Bostwick in the spring of 1756, those dissen- 
sions were in a measure dropped, a minority 
were still dissatisfied, and preferred to with- 
draw quietly, and establish a new church, 
which was accordingly done. The church 
took the name of the " Scotch Presbyterian 
Church," and put itself under the care of the 
Associate Presbytery of Pennsylvania. In 
the month of June, 1761, the Rev. John Ma- 
son, of Scotland, arrived in New York, and 
became pastor of this church, and it was 
greatly owing to his influence that the union 
was effected between the Associate and Re- 
formed Churches. After this union, the 
church of which he was pastor was called 
" The First Associate Reformed Church in 
New York." In 1768, tjiis church erected 
a substantial house of worship, of stone, 
65 feet by 54, standing on Cedar street, near 
Broadway* 

The minister of this church, the Rev. Dr. 
Mason, was a man of eminence, an a<k;om- 
plished scholar, and a most devoted pastor. 
It was not strange that the church and con- 
gregation increased under his ministry ; nor 
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that he should be greatly lamented, as he 
was, at his death, which took place in the 
year 1792. 

On the death of Dr. Mason, his son, Mr. 
John M. Mason, who was then pursuing the 
study of theology at Edinburgh, was in* 
vited by the church to succeed his father in 
the pastoral oifice, which invitation he ac- 
cepted. The Bev. Dr. John M. Mason re« 
mained pastor of this church until the year 
1810, when he resigned this charge to 
become the first pastor of the church in 
Murray street Not long after the resigna- 
tion of Dr. Mason, the church presented a 
call to the Rev. Robert B. C. McLeod, 
which he accepted and remained pastor of 
the church about twelve yqars, when he re- 
signed the charge, and was succeeded by th6 
Rev. Joseph McELroy, who was installed, 
May 26th, 1824. 

The increase of business in the lower part 
of the city, and the consequent removal of 
the families from the vicinity of the place of 
worship, led this church, like many others, 
to change their location. Ground was there- 
fore purchased in Grand street near Broad- 
way, and a large and most substantial build- 

18* " 



206 PRESBYTBRIAN CHURCH. 

ing was erected in the year 1836, and to this 
the church removed. Dr. McElroy is still 
pastor. 

Pearl Street Church. 

This was the second Associate Reformed 
Church. The congregation was organized 
in the year 1797, and a house of worship 
built on Pearl street, then called '' Magazine 
Street,** between Elm street and Broadway. 
It was a substantial building of stone, 66 
feet long, and 56 wide. For a few years it 
formed a collegiate charge with the Scotch 
Church in Cedar Street, but in the year 
1804 they were separated. 

The first pastor of the church was the 
Rev. Robert Forrest, a native of Dunbar, 
Scotland, who was installed in the spring of 
1804. He labored in this congregation with 
ability and faithfulness for about seven 
years, and was succeeded in 1811,* by the 
Rev. John X^ Clark. After a ministry of 
nearly seven years, Mr. Clark resigned the 
charge. Rev. William W. Phillips suc- 
ceeded Mr. Clark, being installed in the 

* Mr.IForrest died in Stamford, Delaware Co., N. Y., 
March 17, 1846, aged 7a 
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spring of 1818, and in the summer of 1826, 
he was dismissed, in order to take charge of 
the Wall Street Church, to which he had 
been called. Rev. Walter Monteith suc- 
ceeded Dr. Phillips, being installed Aug. 23, 
1826. His ministry continued about three 
years, when he was succeeded by Rev. Ben- 
jamin H. Rice, who was installed Dec. 3, 
1829. Dr. Rice resigned his charge in 1833, 
and on April 17, 1834, Rev. Henry A. Row- 
land was installed. Three years after this, 
the church edifice was destroyed by fire, and 
rebuilt on the same site in the following 
year. In 1843, Mi. Rowland resigned his 
charge, and the Rev. Charles H. Read, the 
present pastor, was installed Dec. 13, 1843. 
The present number of members in the 
church, is 350. 

Murray Street Church. 

This was the third Associate Reformed 
Church. It was composed principally of 
persons who had belonged to the " Scotch 
Church" in Cedar street while the Rev. Dr. 
John M. Mason was minister there, and who 
left with him, when in the year 1810 he re- 
signed the«pastorship of that church. For a 
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tenia of time they met f(Mr worship in Dr. 
Romeyn's church in Cedar street, at such 
hours as the house was not occupied by the 
ordinary congregation. They were subse- 
quently organized as a church, and Dr. Ma* 
son became their pastor. In 1812, an de* 
gant stone building was completed, situated 
on Murray street, opposite to Columbia 
College, tiie site of which is now occupied 
by large dwelling-houses. Here Dr. Mason 
continued to officiate, with a large and in- 
creasing congregation around him, until 
Sept., 1821, when he was elected Professor 
of Theology in the college at Carlisle, Pa. 
His health having become somewhat im- 
paired by the continued exercise of the min- 
istry, he was induced to accept the appoint- 
ment ; but after two years, his health utterly 
failed, and he returned to New York, where 
he died in 1829. 

He was succeeded in Murray street by 
the Bev. William D. Snodgrass, who was 
installed. Sept 22, 1823, and remained pas- 
tor of the church until Sept 22, 1832, when 
he resigned his charge, and removed to the 
Second Street Church in Troy. 

Dr Snodgrass was succeeded I^y the Bev. 
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Thomas McAuley, D.D., then of Philadel- 
phia, bat formerly pastor of the Batgers 
Street Church, who was installed January 
31, 1833. A heavy debt had long lain upon 
the church for its original cost, and many 
changes in the congregation having taken 
place, after about eight years of Dr. Mc Au- 
ley's ministry, it was judged best by the 
congregation to sell the ground on Murray 
street, which had become very valuable, and 
remove the house to another location. A 
very desirable site was accordingly procured 
on Eighth street, fronting Lafayette place, a 
part of the street called ^^ Astor place," and 
the edifice was taken down and built on that 
spot It was completed in 1842. In No- 
vember, 1845, Rev. Dr. McAuley resigned 
the pastoral office, and the church is now 
vacant It is generally known in the city as 
the " Eighth Street Church," and sometimes 
as " The Church on Astor place," though its 
corporate name has never been changed 
from the " Third Associate Reformed 
Church." 

In May, 1822, the three churches above 
named, with nine others belonging to the 
same Synod, united with the General As- 
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sembly of the Presbyterian Church. Several 
years passed, and there was no church of 
this denomination in the city; but in the 
year 183^, the Associate Reformed Synod 
of New York sent the Rev. William Mc- 
Auley to this city for the purpose of collect- 
ing and organizing a congregation; and his 
labors resulted in the formation of 

^< The Fourth Associate Reformed 

Church.*' 

The first meeting was held in Rutgers 
Medical College in Duane street, on the first 
Sabbath in October, 1831. The assemblies 
were small at the beginning, but gradually 
increased, and on the fourth Sabbath of that 
month a church was duly organized. The 
church was constantly supplied with preach- 
ing, and continued to increase in numbers 
and influence. In March, 1832, they re- 
moved from the medicsd college to a house 
of worship on Franklin street, at the foot of 
Varick street, which they hired; and here 
they held their first communion, on April 16, 
1833. The church then contained but 
twenty-six members. This church has had 
two pastors. The first was the Rev. James 
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Lillie, who was installed Augast 22, 1833. 
He labored with much acceptance until De- 
cember, 1835, when the pastoral connection 
was dissolved in consequence of his accept- 
ing a call from a church in Salem, in this 
State. The present pastor is the Rev. Wil- 
liam McLaren, who was ordained and in- 
stalled pastor on September 1, 1836. In the 
following spring the congregation purchased 
the house of worship which they occupied 
for $16,000, and they are now in a flourish- 
ing state. The church numbers in commu- 
nion three hundred and ten members. 

Fifth Associate Reformed Church. 

This church, which was organized in 
November, 1838, was gathered principally 
by the labors of the Bev. James Mairs, who 
preached in a schoolroom at No. 131 Allen 
street for about three months^ and after that 
in the Lecture-room of the Medical College 
in Crosby street, until his death, which took 
place in September, 1840. The Bev. Peter 
Gbrdon soon succeeded Mr. Mairs, and was 
installed pastor of the church in December 
of that year. 

Soon after this the congregation removed 
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to the ** Society Library'* on Broadway, 
where they remained nearly two years. 
After this, for a short time, they occupied the 
^ Broadway Hall," near Grand street, and at 
length they hired, with a view to permanency, 
a house of worship on Jane street, near 
Abingdon Square^^-commencing worship 
here on May 1, 1844. The congregation is 
now assuming a more settled character, and 
they have purchased the house of worship 
which they occupy for $12,000. Mr. Gor- 
don is still pastor, and they have 120 mem- 
bers in communion. 



ASSOCIATE PRESBYTERUN CHURCH. 

The first church of this name in the city 
of New York, was fonned in the spring of 
1785, by the Rev. Thomas Beveridge. Mr. 
Beveridge remained with this church for a 
while, but does not appear to have had the 
pastoral charge. He was afterwards settled 
in Cambridge in this state, and died sudden- 
ly at Bamet, in Vermont, July 23, 1798. 

A house of worship was erected on Nas- 
sau street, in 1787, and here the first pastor 
df the church, the Rev. John Cree, was 
ordained and installed, October 12, 1793. 
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Mr. Cree remained bat two years when he 
resigned his charge^ and removed to Penn- 
sylvania. For eight years the church re- 
mained without a pastor^ but in the year 
1802) the Rev. Thomas Hamilton was in- 
stalled, and continued pastor of the church 
until his death, in August, 1818. For about 
two years after this the church had occa- 
sional supplies. In the early part of 1821, 
the Rev. Andrew Stark was appointed by 
the Presbytery to supply this church. Aft^ 
hearing him for a time the church gave him 
a call, and in. May, 1822, he was installed 
their pastor. Two years after this, the con- 
gregation sold their house of worship in 
Nassau street to the South Baptist Church, 
and erected another on Grand street, corner 
of Mercer street, to which they removed in 
August, 1824. I^. Stark;^ is still their 
minister. 

Second Associate Church. 

This church was formed of members be- 
longing to the first church of the same name, 
in the year 1830. There \^ere at first between 
thirty and forty communicants. They met 

for worship in the Dispensary in White 

19 
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Street, and the B^v. Duncan Stalker was 
thdr preacher for abont six months. The 
Bev. James Irving was the first past«»r of 
this chnrch. He was installed in 1831, and 
continued in the pastoral office mitil his 
deadi, which took j^ace in the fall of 1835. 
Dming the ministry of Mr. Irving a con- 
venient church edifice was erected on the 
comer of Thompson and Prince streets, at a 
cost of about $16,000 {out house and land, 
and was opened for worship in 1833. ' A 
heavy debt lay upon the building, but still 
the jNTOspects of the congregation were, on 
the whole, encouraging. 

After the death of Mr. Irving, the Sev. 
Hugh H. Blair became his successor in the 
pastoral office. But difficulties soon arose 
of various kinds. The congregation was 
embarrassed on account of their debts, and 
finally the house of worship was sold under 
foreclosure of mortgage, and thfs church and 
congregation retired to the lecture-room of 
the medical college in Crosby street But 
their troubles were not at an end. Dissen- 
sions existed among themselves, which, in 
the spring of 1838, ended in a separation, 
and the body now known in the city as 
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the ^ Second Associate Churchy" worshipped 
for about a year in the *^ National Hall" in 
Canal street, and thence remoTing sey^ral 
times to other places, remaining without a 
pastor, being supplied by the Presbytery 
until the spring of the year 1843, when 
the Rev. William J. Cleland, their present 
pastor, was installed. About that time they 
purchased a small bouse of worship stand- 
ing on the comer of Houston and Forsyth 
streets, where they still remain. The num<» 
ber of communicants is about one hundred 
and thirty-five. 

Third, or Charlbs Street Associate 

Church. 

When the separation took place in the 
Second Associate Church, as just related, 
&at portion of the people who adhered to 
Mr. Blair continued for a time to maintain 
worship in the Medical College, and then a 
small church building standing on the Sixth 
avenue, opposite Amity street, was pur- 
chased and occupied for several years, but 
in October, 1S44, the congregation took 
possession of a substantial brick edifice, 
which they had erected on Charles street. 
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where they still remain, with an increasing 
assembly. Mr. Blair continues in the pas- 
toral ojffice, and they now enrol nearly fonr 
hundred members in communion. 



REFORMED PRESBYTERLA.N CHURCH. 

The Reformed Presbyterian Church in 
the city of New York was organized in the 
year 1797. The members of the original 
session were Messrs John Currie, Andrew 
Gilford, David Clark, John Ague w, and James 
Nelson ; the three former from Scotland, and 
the latter from the north of Ireland. All of 
these are now dececuied, except Mr. Gifford, 
who still survives, in very advanced years, an 
eminent example of Christian consistency. 

In the year 1800, the congregation called 
to the pastoral office, the late Rev. Alexander 
McLeod, D.D., who had then but recently 
been licensed to preach the gospel. At that 
time the church contained about thirty 
communicants, and they met for worship in 
a small room in Cedar street 

In the following year a site was procured 
on Chambers street, east of Broadway, and 
a small neat frame building was erected. In 
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tbis honse Br. McL#eod continued to min- 
ister until 181Sy when a larger and more com- 
modious edifice of brick was erected on the 
same spot. Tbis place was well known to the 
Christian inhabitants of New York of all 
denominations, who were often attracted to 
it by the commanding talents of the pastor. 
In the year 1826, a few spirited individu- 
als of the congregation purchased a house 
of worship which had l>een formerly used by 
by the Beformed Dutdi Church in Greenwich 
Tillage, and removed it to Sixth street, now 
Waverley place. The original design of the 
movement was to establish a collegiate 
charge, both branches of which should be 
under the pastoral care of Dr. McLeod, 
with an assistant minister. This design, 
however, failed of accomplishment, and a 
distinct and independent congregation was 
organized, to worship in Waverley place. 
At that time the whole number of commu- 
nicants in the Reformed Church was about 
three hundred and thirty, and of these about 
one hundred received certificates to form the 
new church. The Presbytery then submit- 
ted the choice of the two congregations to 

19*. 
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Drl McLeod, and he decided to remaiii with 
the mother church in Chambers street 

In the beginning of the year 1833^ the 
congregation called the Rev. John N. Mc- 
Leod, and he was installed as ooUeague 
pastor with his father. Br. McLeod sur- 
vived this event but a few weeks, departing 
this life on February 17th, 1833, in the 58th 
year of his age, and 34th year of his min- 
istry. The Rev. Dr. John N. McLeod con- 
tinues to the present time sole pastor of the 
church. In the year 1835, the congregation 
considered it expedient to remove from 
Chambers street, and having disposed of 
their house of worship, they purchased a 
larger and more commodious building which 
had been occupied by the Union Presbyte- 
rian Church, situated on Prince street, comer 
of Marion street, where they still remain, a 
flourishing congregation. They number 
three hundrei9 and thirty-six on their roll of 
communicants. 

Second Reformed Church. 

This is the organization referred to above, 
who, in number about one hundred, were de- 
tached from the old Reformed Church in 
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Chambers street, in the year 1830^ and form- 
ed into a separate church, worshipping in 
Waverley place. The first pastor of this 
church was the Rev. Robert Gibson, who 
was installed pastor of the church, May 
18th, 1831, remaining in charge until his 
death, which took place, December 23d, 
1837. He was succeeded by the present 
pastor, the Rev. Andrew Stevenson, who 
was installed November 14th, 1839. This 
congregation is in a flourishing state, and 
three hundred and nineteen were reported in 
communion in May, 1845. • 

Reformed Presbyterian Causey m 
Sullivan Street. 

This church was formed January 21st, 
1833. It arose out of some difficulties in 
the Rev. Dr. McLeod's congregation in 
Chambers street, to which the original mem- 
bers belonged. The congregation worship- 
ped for some time in the lecture room of the 
Reformed Dutch Church in Franklin street, 
but in the year 1839, they purchased a house 
of worship on Sullivan street, near Spring 
street, which had been built and occupied by 
the Protestant Methodists, where they still 



L 
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remain. The church has had but one pas-* 
tor, the Rev. James Cl^stie, who was in- 
stalled, Notemb^ 16th, 1836, and remains 
with therein They have one htuCicbred and 
eighty members in commimion.. 



DATE OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHES IN 
THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

TflTH THl BUMBKR OF COMMUNICANTS IN £ACH (1845). 

Date. - Com. 

FirstChurch 1716 288 

Scotch Church 1756 675 

1st Associate Church 1785 300 

Reformed Church (Prince st.) 1797 336 

Pearl Stveet Church 1804 350 

Duane Street Church.. 1808 444 

Brick Church 1809 719 

Rutgers' Street Church 1809 869 

Canal Street Church 1809 250 

Eighth Street Church 1812 404 

Serenth Church 1818 1073 

Allen Street Church J819 447 

Central Church 1821 549 

Coloied Presbyterian 1822 413 

Spring Street Church 1825 773 

Bleecker Street Church • , . 1825 399 

Carmine Street Church 1829 637 

Reformed Church (Waverley Place).... 1830 319 

2d Associate Church -.. 1830 135 

Sixth Street Church 1831 155 

4th Associate Reformed Church 1831 310 

Houston Street Church 1832 723 
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Welsh CBurch 1833 142 

Refonned Church (Sullivan st) 1833 180 

Brainerd Church 1834 363 

West Twentieth Street Church 1 834 217 

Meicer Street Church ...•.1835 514 

Madi»on Street Church ....1836 300 

5th Associate Refonned Church 1837 120 

Tenth Church 1837 87 

3d Associate Church 1838 3i0 

£leyenth Church ...1839 280 

Chelsea Church .1842 97 

Fifteenth Street Church 1844 40 

Harlem Church.... 1844 19 

filoomingdale Church 1845 12 

Church on University Place ..... .^ «• • 1845 Ii8 

Hammond Street Church 1845^ 31 

Yorkville Church 1846 18 

Total. ..... «• »..«••• .«•«.• •*«•• ••-«• «»^* •)»«. 13^78 

Total numher of Churches ...^.^ ••.... •• 89 



LIST OF PRESBYTE&IAN CHURCHES WHICH 
HAVE BECOME EXTINCT. 

Whem formed. When and how ended. 

Elizabeth Street Church. . ..1811 dissolved 1813. 

Laieht Street Church 1811 dissolved 1842. 

Eighth Presbyterian 1819 dissolved 1 842. 

Vandewater Street Church..! 820 died out 

^^^^ChuJh^™*'^'j--^^22 died out 

Bowery Church ,.^ 1 822 dissolved 1 841. 

Provost^Street^^or 14th j ^ ^^^3 ^j^j^^ jg^^^ 

Union Church 1829 dissolved 1638. 

f -* p nu ^u 1 o«A < «nite<* with Taber- 

ist Free Church 1880 \^^^ church 1838. 

North Church 1831 died out 
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cation for religion, and for fear of this, it 
was proposed that the ordinance of Bap- 
tism should be administered to the converts 
in the night, and it was accordingly done to 
several persons. But Mr. Ayres and several 
others declined taking this course, and he 
boldly waited on Mr. Burnet, the royal Gro- 
Ternor, stated frankly to him his convictions 
of duty, and requested protection. This the 
Crovernor readily gave, and, with several 
other gemlemen, accompanied him to the 
water, where the ordinance was administer- 
ed in peace. In Sept, 1724, a church was 
organized, and Mr* Ayres became its pastor. 
Not long after a small house of worship 
was erected on what was then called 
«< Golden Hill," not far from the site of the 
late Baptist church in Gold street, which 
was taken down in 1840. Mr. Ayres re- 
mained pastor of this church about seven 
years. On Oct 31, 1731, he resigned his 
charge, and removed to Newport, R. L, 
where he died. After the dismission of Mr. 
Ayres, a Mr. Stephens preached for a short 
time, and in less than a year after, the meet- 
ing-house was claimed by one of the Trus^ 



teeS) and sold as private property, and the 
church was dissolved* 

^ First Baptist Chu&oh." 

The body now knbwn in New York by 
this iicime, was organized on June 19, 1762. 
Vot more than fifteen years prior to this, 
some few persons, who were Baptists in sen- 
tiinenty had maintained prayer meetings, 
with occcuiional preaching, first in private 
houses, and afterwards in a rigging loft, 
standing on William street, then called << Cart 
and Horse street,'^ firom a conspicuous sign 
of that kind which hung in it. These feeble 
means were blessed, and several persons 
were hopefully converted. The nearest 
Baptist cliuEcb waa at that time^^at Scotch . 
Plains, N. J., and to this those persons were 
attached. They were considered a branch 
of the Scotch Plains Church, and the pastor 
of that church. Elder Benjamin Miller, used 
to preach in New York ns he found oppor- 
tunity^ coming regularly once in three 

• For natli infoniiatioii leipecti^ tlia txAy ttov«- 
ments of the Baptift Churck in New Yoik, the writer is 
indebteS to Mr. Parkinson's « Jubilee Sermon," and to 
BebedicCs History of the Baptists. 

20 
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months to administer the Lord's Supper. 
Such was the arrangement in 1753, and so 
it continued until the organization of the 
church. In 1759, a lot of ground was pur- 
chased on Gold street, between Fulton and 
John streets, and a small meeting-house 
was built, which was opened for worship 
March 14, 1760. . In about two years after, 
the members of the Scotch Plains Church 
living in New York, having increased to 
twenty-seven, felt ready to stand alone, 
and it was accordingly done aa above stated, 
June 19, 1762, by Elders Benjamin Miller 
and John Gano. . The infant church imme- 
diately invited Mr. Grano to the pastoral 
oflStce with them, which he as promptly ac- 
cepted, and entered on his labors. Mr. 
Gano was at that time in the very prime of 
his manhood, being about thirty-five years 
of age; he was a man of rare gifts and 
grace, and it was not strange that a large 
congregation was soon gathered around him, 
so that in about a year it became necessary 
to enlarge the house of worship. Things 
went quietly on for several years until the 
commencement of the Revolutionary war, 
which brought great evils upon this church, 
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as well as upon all the other churches in the 
city. When the British army took posses- 
sion of New York, the churches were mostly 
closed as a matter of necessity, and many 
of the people fled. In April, 1776, Mr. 
Oano became a chaplain in the army, and 
his church was scattered, so that on the re- 
turn of peace, when Mr. Gano returned to 
the city, in Sept., 1784, out of two hundred 
members of the church which he had enroll- 
ed previous to leaving, only thirty-seven 
could be found. The members of the con- 
gregation were scattered also, and their 
house of worship had been used as a stable, 
and well nigh destroyed However, they all 
set to work like men to repair their desola- 
tions. Many of the members of the church 
soon returned from their dispersions; the 
word preached was accompanied by a di- 
vine power, and many, it was hoped, were 
added unto the Lord. Mr. Qsno continued 
to labor successfully until April, 1788, when 
he resigned his charge, and removed to the 
State of Kentucky ; having held the pastoral 
office in this church twenty-six years, with 
credit to himself, and to the edification of the 
people. During his ministry in New York, 
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he received to the oborch by bapUpoQ, 297 
meml^r^. 

The second pa^Uv of tbi^ diurcb was tbe 
Bev. ^en^min Foster, DJ). He was settled 
iu the mc^tb oi September, 1788, and con* 
tinaed in the pastoral office until hi3 deal]i, 
which took place from yellow fever, August 
26, 1798, at the age of 48 years. 

The third pastor of the ebuzcb wa? the 
Rev. William CpUier, of Boston* He offi- 
ciated here for 9ome tme as a Ucentiate,<n 
hesitating about assumiQg a pastoral charge 
on account of feeld^ health. He, however, 
accepted the caU of the oburcb in Ootol^er, 
1800, and became pastc»r, but remained a 
little more than three yearsy^tben reirigning 
this charge, and, accepting a call to die 
Baptist Church in Cbarlestown^ Mass. He 
left New York, January 10th, 1804. 

During the ministry of Mr. Collier the 
meeting-house was rebuilt^-*^he old one 
having become decayed, and, as was thought, 
unfit fof ocQupancy. It was taken down in 
March, 1801, and the new house opened 
May 2d, 1803. It was 80 feet by 66, and 
cost abont $25,000. ^ The sermon at it^ 
dedication was delivered by the Rev. Stephen 
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Gano, D.D., of Providence, Rhode Islandi 
the son of their first pastor. 

After the dismission of Mr. Collier the 
church presented a call to Mr. Jeremiah 
Chaplin, of Danvers^ Massachusetts, which 
he declined. 

-Rev. William Parkinson was the fourth 
pastor of the church. He became such in 
the spring of 1805, and continued in the pas- 
toral office for about thirty-five years, when, 
in June, 1840, he resigned the charge. 

In the same year it was thought expedient 
to remove the place of worship, for the better 
accommodation of the congregation. The 
old meeting-house in Gold street was accord- 
ingly taken down, the ground sold, and a 
new and elegant building of stone was 
erected on Broome street, corner of Elizabeth 
street, measuring 100 feet by 75, which was 
openeS for public worship in the spring of 
1841. The Rev. Spencer H. Cone, D.D., 
pastor of the Oliver Street Baptist Church, 
was cdlled to the pastoral office in this, and 
entered on its duties July 1, 1841. He re- 
mains its pastor, with five hundred and 
eighty-six members in communion, as re- 
ported in June, 1845. 

20* 
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BeTHEADA BAPTiaT CpUfCCH. 

When Mr. Parkinson resigned the charge 
of the First Church, as above stated, many of 
the members chose to remain under his 
ministry, and accordingly about seventy mem- 
bers took dismissions, and, in 1841, were or- 
ganized as a distinct body, calling them- 
selves the " Bethesda Church." They met 
in a schoohroom in Crosby street, where they 
still remain, numbering eighty-eight mem^ 
bers. Mr. Parkinson preached to them until, 
through infirmity, he was prevented from 
oflSiciating any longer. The Eev. J. C. 
Hopkiiis is now their pastor. 

Second Baptist Church. 

In the year 1770 a difficulty took pkee ia 
the First Baptist Church, then ^^der the 
care of ^v, John Grano, r€S]>ecti{ig psalm* 
ody. It had been the usage of the church to 
have the lines parcelled out as sung, but a 
large majority being in £avor of a different 
mode, a difficulty arose, and at length four* 
teen members took their dismissions, and, on 
June 5th of that year, were constituted as a 
distinct church, under the name of the 
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"Second Baptist Church in New Yorf 
The first pastor of this church was the Rey. 
John Dodge, a native of Long Island, and 
bred a physician. He became a Baptist in 
Baltimore, and united with the Second 
Church in New York as their pastor on 
January 14th, 1771. It is not now known 
bow long Mr, Dodge remained pastor of this 
church, nor is anything known of his minis- 
try. The war of the Revolution soon came 
on, and doubtless this church was scattered 
with all the others in the city. But a year 
or two after the peacci we find it again in 
operation. About the year 1790, some diffi- 
culties again occurred in the First Baptist 
Church, — ^then under the ministry of Dn 
Foster, and eighteen members were dis- 
missed to the Second Church. But the 
Second Church was not happy in itselL 
Difficulties arose here, and, by the beginning 
of 1791, the church was divided into two 
parties^ both claiming the name of the 
" Second Church," and practically, if not 
really, excommunicating each other. But 
fidends interfered, and at length they were 
s both persuaded, and very wisely too, to re* 
Unquish the name for which they had very 
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foolishly quarrelled,— one part remaining on 
the minutes of the Association under the 
original date of 1770, and now to be called 
" The Bethel Church," and the other section, 
taking the date of the year when the transac- 
tion took place, 1791, was styled " The 
Baptist Church in Fayette street." So the 
" Second Baptist Church in New York" is 
no longer known by that name. 

Bethel Baptist CitURCH. 

When the division took plaot in the 
Second Baptist Church, just referred to, that 
church was occupying a house of worship 
then standing on Rose street, nearly oppo* 
site the present Friends' Meeting-House. 
After the division, the " Bethel Church" re- 
mained in the same place, and the name 
" Second Church" was still applied to it for 
several years. ' It was a small body of only 
thirty-seven members in 1793. The Rev. 
Adam Hamilton was their pastor, who re- 
mained until 1795, when he was succeeded 
by the Rev. Charles Lahatt, who remained 
about seven years. In 1803, the Rev. 
Daniel Hall became pastor of this church, 
and continued to officiate in that office for 
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nearly fourteen years, being succeeded in 
1817 by the Bev. Johnson Chase. In the 
early part of the xainistjry of Mr. Hall, about 
the year 1806, a small wooden building was 
^ected on the south side of !fooome street, 
pear the Bowery, and to this the church re- 
inoved. But it was a small assembly, and 
when Mx. Chase commenced his labors, the 
^urch numbered in communion about one 
hundred members. But after this their 
cir<»im9tanae8 were more prosperous. A 
large congre^tion was soon ^collected, and 
it became necessary to enlarge the place of 
worship,. Jn 1820; more tha^ four hundred 
members were reported in communicHi, and 
everything went on prosperously. The Bethel 
Church continuing to enlarge, in the year 
1819 they erected a large brick edifice, 
measuring eighty-five feet by sixty ^five, on 
the corner of Delancy and Christie streets. 
Here they continued in ordinary prosperity 
until the year 1830, when difficulties arose, 
and the church was split into parties. In 
^e following year, the party opposed to Mr, 
Chase claimed to be the true Bethel Church. 
They were joined by the members of the 
jaizabeth Street Church, and their pastor, the 
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Rev. William G. Miller, and the conflicting 
parties each came ^th the usual letter to the 
Association, one party claiming Mr. Chase 
as pastor, and the other claiming Mr. Miller. 
The matter was warmly contested, and post^ 
poned for a year, till finally, the Association 
deciding in favor of Mr. Miller, Mr. Chase 
and those who adhered to him withdrew 
from that body, stating their reasons in 
writing, and Mr. MUler, and those who ad* 
hered to him, were acknowledged as the true 
Bethel Church. Both, however, still claimed 
the house of worship, and in their struggles 
to retain it, much of very unchristian con- 
duct was exhibited, and some of the most 
disgraceful scenes Enacted. But Mr. Miller 
and his party prevailed, and Mr, Chase and 
his party were driven out, and afterwards 
worshipped by themselves, first in Mott street, 
and since that in various places, having not 
been able as yet to procure for themselves a 
house of worship. They are now reduced 
to a small band, meeting in a hall in Christie 
street, below Orand street Mr. Chase is 
still their minister, having neither resigned 
his charge nor been dismissed by his church. 
Mr. Miller and the party adhering to him, 
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held possession of the meeting-hoase on 
Delancy street, where he continued to 
preach for a time, when the building being 
encumbered with debt, was abandoned. The 
church retired to a hall on the Bowery, and 
afterwards to Sixth street. Mr. Miller re- 
signed his charge about the close of 1838. 
The church was continued on the minutes 
of the Association until the year 1840, when 
it was reported vacant, with about ninety 
members, one hundred and seventy-six hav- 
ing just then been dismissed to form the 
" Sixth Street Baptist Church." 

The name of the Bethel Church is thence- 
forth dropped from the minutes. The meet- 
ing-house in Delancy street, about which 
there was such unholy contention, has been 
sold, and is now a public stable. 

Oliver Street Church. 

The street now called Oliver street was 
formerly called ** Fayette street," and it was 
here that a portion of the Second Baptist 
Church established public worship, when a 
separation took place in that church in the 
year 1791. Both parties had claimed the 
cmginal name, but at length both relinquish- 
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ed it, that being called tbe << Bethel Chufcby'^ 
and this, the " Church in Fayette street," and 
they continued to be knowft by that name 
until the name of tbe street was changed 
in 1821, and since that they have beea 
known as the " CHivw Street Church." In 
1795 this congregation erected a house of 
worship on the comer of Oliver and Henry 
streets, which being a sBsall and inconvenient 
structure, was rebuik in five years after. It 
was again rebuilt more permanently in 1819, 
and being destroyed by fire^ in 1843, it was 
rebuilt as it now stands^ in the following 
year. 

This church has been highly favored with 
a regular and permanent ministry, and it 
is doubtless owing to thls^ in a great mea- 
sure, that its course has been ^upward and 
onward," from its earliest dates. It has 
enjoyed the labors of three pastors. The 
Bev. John Williams was sole pastor of this 
church from 1793 to 1822, a period of nesurly 
thirty years. On May 22, 1825, he was 
removed by death, at the age of 58. In tbe 
year 1823 the Bev. Spencer H» Cone becune 
his eolleague* Dr. Cone remained pastes 
until July 1, 1841, when be^ became pastcNr 
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of the First Baptist Church in this city, and 
was succeeded in October following, by the 
Bev. Elisha Tucker, the present pastor. 

Scotch Baptist Church. 

This IS perhaps the most convenient title 
by which to designate a small body of pro- 
fessing Christians still in existence in this 
city, although but little known. 

Some time in the autumn of 1802, Mr. 
John Inglesby, a member of the Fayette 
Street Baptist Church, was licensed by that 
church to preach the gospel, and not long 
after a building formerly used as a museum, 
Standing on Greenwich street, was fitted up 
as a place of worship, and opened as such 
on January 7, 1803, and Mr. Inglesby estab- 
lished a meeting there ; at first an evening 
service only, but afterwards a regular Sab- 
bath service was attended. The conduct 
of Mr. Inglesby was not approved by the 
church, as being in their view disorderly, 
and they, moreover, objected to some of his 
doctrines as savoring of Antinomiahism. 
But those who heard him constantly saw 
no such difficulties, and they proceeded to 

organize themselves as a church under his 

21 
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ministry. This took place on June 11, 
1805 ; Rev. Messrs. Parisinson of New York, 
Layatt of Newark, and Bryant of Lyotfs 
Farms, being present on the occasion. This 
church styled themselves the " Ebenezer Bap- 
tist Church,*' and Mr. Inglesby became their, 
pastor. When they applied to be received 
into the Association, objections were made, 
and they have remained independent to this 
day. In the course of the next year (1806) the 
congregation purchased two lots of ground, 
and built a house of worship on Anthony 
street, near West Broadway. After a few 
years Mr. Inglesby resigned his charge, and 
the church disposed of their house of wor- 
ship, and for several years occupied as a place 
of worship, a small frame building in York 
street, which is a short street running east 
from the rear of St John's Church to West 
Broadway. At this time they were generally 
called the " York Street Church," and have 
not been known since by their original 
name, which is now appropriated to another 
church. 

About the year 1825, this church was 
revived. Elder William Ovington became 
their pastor, and they met for a time in a 
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school-room on the comer of Broadway and 
Beade street After a few years they re- 
moved to a Hall on Canal street, near Varick, 
and thence to Houston street, and finally to 
a Hall on Broadway, near Bleecker street, 
•where they still remain. 

Mr. Ovington retained the pastoral charge 
of this church until his death, which took 
place about the year 1834 He was suc- 
ceeded by Elder McBrier, who remained 
about four years. The church then elected 
Elder Thomas Hogg, who has the pastoral 
charge at the present time. The congrega- 
tion is quite small, and about thirty mem- 
bers are enrdled in communion. 

Welsh Baptist Church. 

In the year 1607, a Baptist church was 
formed in this city, principally of Welsh 
people. They numbered seventy-six mem- 
bers in communion when they began. The 
B«v. John Stephens was pastor. The con- 
gregation met in Mott street, and kept to- 
gether^ about six years. Mr. Stephens re- 
signed his charge in 1811, and in 1813, 
being reduced to forty members, the church 
was dissolved, the members removing to 
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other churches. [See sketch of the Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodist Church.] 

Abyssinian Church. 

This church was a colony of colored 
members from the First Baptist Church, 
then meeting in Gold street. It was con- 
stituted July 5, 1809. It was a small band 
at the commencement of only eighteen 
members, and for several years they had 
no settled pastor. A house of worship was 
procured on Anthony street, near West 
Broadway, which had been erected by the 
Ebenezer, or York Street Church, and the 
church was regularly supplied with preach- 
ing by the Rev. Jonathan Van Velsen and 
the Rev. Drake Wilson for several years, until, 
in 1824, the Rev. Benjamin Paul became 
stated pastor. Mr. Paul remained with this 
church for about six years, when he left, and 
was succeeded in 1832 by the Rev. James 
Hay born, who remained three years and 
was removed by death. The Rev. William 
I. Loomis was the next minister, and after 
him Rev. William Moore officiated. In 
1841, the Rev. Sampson White was recog- 
nized as pastor of this church, and remains 
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to the present time. The Abyssinian 
churdi has passed through many scenes of 
trial and difficulty, especially on account of 
pecimiary embarrassments, their house of 
worship having once been sold at auction 
over their heads. But they have survived 
these troubles, and their prospects are now 
far brighter. In spiritual things the Lord 
has smiled upon them, and they now num* 
ber more than four hundred and fifty mem- 
bers in communion. 

North Beriah Church. 

This church was a colony of about ihiity 
members from the First Baptist Church, 
formed November 13, 1809. They met for 
worship in Vandam irtreet, then called Bud 
street. It was originally known as ^ the 
" North Church," and continued to be called 
by this name until 1818, when the name 
" Beriah " was added. Not long after the 
formation of this church a frame building 
was erected on the north side of Vandam 
street, between Varick and Hudson, and 
continued to be the place of worship for this 
churcdi, until the year 1819, when it was de- 
stroyed by fire. In the following year a brick 

21* 
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building, large and commodious, was erected 
on McDougal street, near Vandam, and is 
the present place of worship for this church. 
The first pastor of this church was the 
Rev. C. P. WyckofF, who commenced his 
labors in 1812, and continued in the pastoral 
office until 1821, when he was succeeded 
by the Rev. Amas?. Smith. The church 
was still rather feeble, having but seventy- 
five members, although they had been in 
operation more than ten years. Mr. Smith 
remained with the Beriah Church less than 
* three years, and was succeeded, in 1825, 
by the Rev. Aaron Perkins. Mr. Perkins 
remained in the pastoral office here about 
four years, and was succeeded in 1829 by 
the Rev. Duncan Dunbar. Mr. Dunbar has 
been stated pastor of the Beriah Church ever 
since, with the exception of about two years, 
viz. : in 1833, he was away, and the Rev. 
Nathaniel Norton supplied ; and in 1844, he 
was again away, and the pulpit was sup- 
plied by the Rev. Thomas Davies, John 
Blower, and Silas C. James. The history 
of the Beriah Church is somewhat peculiar. 
Their beginning was very feeble, and for 
several years they remained so, yet a very 
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large number of members have eventually 
been gathered into that church. Three 
churches have arisen 4tom this, viz., the 
^ Salem Church," in King street, in 1834 ; 
« Berean," in 1838 ; and the « Providence 
Church," in 1845, besides a considerable 
number dismissed to aid in forming the 
Welsh Church, and the Sixteenth Street 
Church, both in 1833. About three hundred 
members still remain. 

Mulberry Street Church. 

This church was formed in the year 1809, 
under the name of " James Street- Chtirch,'' 
with thirty-seven members, and it continued 
to be reported on the minutes of the Associa- 
tion until the year 1838, under the ministry of 
one man, viz., Rev. Archibald Maclay, D.D., 
for the whole length of time. Under these 
circumstances, it could not be supposed that 
any great changes should mark its history, 
and it continued uninterruptedly, as a large 
and flourishing church. In June, 1838, it 
appeared on the minutes somewhat weak- 
ened, reporting 211 members still in the 
ehurch, but without a pastor, Dr Maclay 
having resigned his charge, with a view of 
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advancing the interests of religion as an 
agent of the " American and Foreign Bible 
Society." Pecuniary difficulties wete also 
pressing hard upon the con^egation, many 
more of the members left, until, before [the 
close of the year, the church was reduced to 
about sixty members. Under all the drcum- 
stances of the case, it was finally thought 
best to dissolve the ** Mulberry street 
Church," and form another, which was' ac- 
cordingly done; the old members who re- 
mained, were all transferred to the new 
Church, and a large colony came in from 
the " Oliver street Church" and the new 
body took the name of 

The ** Tabernacle Baptist Church." 

This organization was accomplished in 
the early part of the year 1839, when nearly 
three hundred members were enrolled. The 
re-organization was effected with kind feel- 
ings, and with a mutual good tmd^rstanding. 
During the summer following, the Rev. 
Benaiah Hoe supplied the pulpit, but in 
Nov., 1839, the Rev. W. W. Everts became 
the regular pastor of the church, and within 
two V years from that time very large access 
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sions were made to the church by profes- 
sion, so that, in 1842, they numbered but a 
little short of one thousand in communion. 
It was then thought proper, and no doubt 
correctly so, that the church should divide. 
Accordingly in Dec, 1842, a colony of more 
than one hundred members were dismissed, 
and taking the pastor with them, were con- 
stituted as <<The Laight Street Baptist 
Church," and removed to the west part of 
the city. 

On January 7, 1844, the Rev. Edward 
Lathrop became pastor of the Tabernacle 
Church, and continues in that office to the 
present time. The church is in a flourish- 
ing and healthy state, having now in com- 
munion eight hundred members. 

Laight Street Baptist Church. 

As related above, the Laight Street Bap- 
tist Church was a colony from the Taberna- 
cle Baptist Church, dismissed for that pur- 
pose ; and joined by a few others, they pur- 
chased of the Laight Street Presbyterian 
Church the edifice they had formerly occu- 
pied, at the corner of Laight and Varick 
streets, and when received into the Associa- 
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tion in June, 1843, they numbered two hun- 
dred in communion, having received one hun- 
dred and twenty-five by letter, and seventy- 
five by profession. They number at this time 
nearly three hundred members. Rev. "W. W. 
Everts, who came with the original mem- 
bers from the Tabernacle, is pastor of the 
church. 

ZoAB Church. 

A Baptist church under this name was 
constituted with thirty-four members, in the 
year 1811. They met in Rose street, and the 
Rev. Marmaduke Earle was pastor. But 
Mr. Earle resigned his charge in less than a 
year, and the church was dissolved. 

South Baptist Church. 

This church was organized April 25, 
1822. It consisted originally of fifteen 
members, but in a few months three more 
were added by profession, and seven by letter, 
when the Rev. Charles G. Sommers, who 
had been pastor of the Baptist Church in 
Troy, became the pastor of this church. 
They first occupied the old German Church 
in Nassau street, near Maiden Lane, and in 
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1824 the congregation porchased a stone 
building, standing on Nassau street, between 
Fulton and John streets, which was built in 
1803 by the Associate Presbyterians, to 
which they removed. Here this church and 
congregation have remained quietly and 
prosperously, with Mr. Sommers still as 
pastor, reaping the unquestionable advan- 
tages of a permanent ministry, unmarked 
by revolutions and changes. 

Stanton Street Baptist Church. 

In the year 1823 a Baptist church was 
formed in New York,- with twenty-five mem- 
bers, and called the " Union Church." In 
the following year the Rev. Samuel Eastman 
became their minister, and continued his 
labors among them until the yeeyr 1830, 
when he was dismissed on account of ill 
health. The church had then increased to 
one hundred and thirty-seven members. 
Their place of worship was a wooden 
building standing on the Bowery, opposite 
Spring street, but about this time it was de- 
stroyed by fire, and they occupied a place of 
worship on Mott street, above Spring. In 
1831 the Rev. George Benedict became 
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pastor of the cborcb. The labors of Mr. 
Benedict were very snccessfnl, and in three 
years the cbnrch had increased to two hun- 
dred and thirty-three members, and the con- 
gregation had been enaUed to erect a con- 
venient house of worship on Stanton street, 
which they opened |n March, 1834, and the 
name of the church was thenceforth changed 
to " Stanton Street Church.** H^re Mr. 
Benedict continued his labors very success- 
fully until the year 1841, when the church 
under his care had increased to seven' hun- 
dred and fifty-eight members, and the house 
of worship was filled to overflowing. It 
was then resolved to colonize, and establish 
a new church. Accordingly, three hundred 
and sixty-four members, together with the 
pastor, were dismissed. This took place on 
January 27, 1841, and though a trying scene, 
it was accomplished with uninterrupted 
harmony and brotherly love. . 

Stanton Street Church remained destitute 
of a pastor but a short time, when the Rev. 
David Bellamy was settled, and remains 
with them to the present time. Divine in- 
fluences have continued to flow down, the 
places of those who removed have been 
supplied, and the place of worship is fulL 
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Norfolk Street Baptist Church. 

The colony of three hundred and sixty- 
four members, who, with their pastor, the 
Rev. George Benedict, were dismissed from 
the Stanton Street Church in January, 1841, 
as stated above, were in the following month 
constituted a new church, and having pur- 
chased a meeting-house built by the " Chris- 
tian Society" in 1829, standing on the comer 
of Broome and Norfolk streets, they com- 
menced worship in it, styling themselves the 
" Norfolk Street Baptist Church." A large 
congregation was soon collected, and Mr. 
Benedict continues his labors there. A 
divine blessing has evidently attended the 
rainistratipns of the Gospel, and " much 
people have been added to the Lord." 
Almost seven hundred members are now 
enrolled in that church. 

Ebenezbr Baptist Church. 

This church was organized in the year 
lS25y and met for wcMrship in the northeast- 
erly part of the city. The church consisted of 
not over thirty members at its commence- 
ment, and has increased to a little over one 

22 
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hundred at the present time. The Rev. 
Leonard 6. Marsh was their first pastor, and 
is with them stilL The congregation built 
a small, but convenient house of worship, 
which was opened in 1838, situated on Ave- 
nue A, near Second street Their pros- 
pects are encouraging. 

Provost Street Baptist Church. 

Franklin street was formerly called Pro- 
vost street, and on this street, a little west of 
" West Broadway,'' then known as Chapel 
street, a house of worship was erected in 
1823, measuring 40 feet by 60, being a frame 
building, with a brick front This house 
was occupied for a short time by a Presby- 
terian Congregation, under the pastoral care 
of the Rev. James G. OgUvie : that congre- 
gation being broken up in the year 1825, the 
house was purchased by a church of general 
or open communion Baptists, of which the 
Bev. Thomas Hand was pastor. Very soon 
after this the Rev. Isaac Chase became pas- 
tor of this church, and continued to preach 
for three or four years, when his health fail- 
ed, and he resigned his charge. The church 
was small at its beginning, but increased , 
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under the ministry of Mr. Chase, to nearly 
eighty members. But after he left they had 
no other pastor, and shortly the church was 
scattered, and became extinct. 

The house of worship was leased to the 
Fourth Associate Reformed Presbyterian 
Church, in 1832, and sold to the same 
church in 1838. They now occupy it 

Mr. Chase, not long after his dismission, 
adopted different views, on the subject 
of baptism, and united with the Presbytery 
of New York, but the state of his health did 
not allow him to engage again in the min- 
istry. He is now the American Consul at 
Cape Town, South Africa. 

North Baptist Church. 

This church was organized with fourteen 
members, in the year 1828, and it was sup- 
plied for a time by the Rev. John Gibbs. 
They met for worship in Greenwich village, 
and were at that time the most northerly of 
any Baptist Church in the city. In 1828, the 
church obtained as a pastor the Rev. Jacob 
H. Brouner, who had been pastor of a Bap- 
tist Church, at Mount Pleasant. The con- 
gregation suffered some for want of a con- 
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yenient hoase of worship, but this however 
was attained in the year 1831, by the erec- 
tion of a commodioiis building, measuring 
64 feet by 50, standing at the comer of 
Bedford and Christopher streets. The build- 
ing was commenced in the previous year, 
but it advanced slowly, and when the church 
commenced to hold meetings in the house, 
in the early part of 1831, it was "neither 
ceiled nor pewed." However they have 
now a good house, and a considers^y nu- 
merous congregation. The seats in their 
house are firee^ More than three hundred 
are in connection with the diurch. Mr. 
Brouner is still th^ miniBter. 

Cannon Street Baptist Chtjcrh. 

In the year 1837, there w&s formed in 
New York, a small Baptist Church of twenty- 
five members, called the " Mission Churchi" 
having for their minister, the Rev. John 
C. Murphy. They occupied as a place of 
worship a building called" The Mission 
House," on Broome street, between Can- 
non and Lewis streets. Mr. Murphy con- 
tined with them about two years, and the 
church struggled along, though with dimi- 
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nisfaed numbers, under the ministry of Rev. 
William Curtis, for a year or two longer. 
While these things were going on in the 
year 1829, another small church of fifteen 
members was formed, which met for worship 
in a hall, in the Iron works, on Sivington 
street, and removed from thence to a hall on 
Grand street This was called " The East 
Baptist church,'' and the Rev. John Middle- 
ton was their minister. Considerable suc- 
cess attended his labors, and efforts were put 
forth to obtain a house of worship, which at 
one time seemed about to be realized. But 
after nearly five years no house was built. 
Mr. Middleton left, and the church was 
dwindling away. 

In 1833j in view of the state of the 
"Mission Church," then just expiring, an 
effort was made to get up a new interest, 
and another church was formed of thirty- 
eight members, part of which were dismissed 
at that time from the Oliver Street Church, 
and a part were the fragments that remained 
of the " Mission Church." This was called 
"The Broome Street Church." Of this 
church the Rev. John Mitchell became pas- 
tor, and remained a little over a year, when 

22* 
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he waa Buoceeded by the Eev. Israel 
Bobord9, and he by the Rev. John Blain* 
Yet after oonsideitfble accessions, so that at 
one time they numbered oter two hundred 
in communion, and in one year reporting a 
revival that brought in at least one hundred 
by profession, still the church was in a feeble 
and scattering condition. Such was the 
state of this church towards the dose of the 
year 1838. At this time a union was effected 
between the " East Baptist Church" and the 
"Broome Street Church," though all the 
members in both churches did not come in. 
There were reported one hundred and sixty- 
seven members in the "East Church" in 
June, 1838, and one hundred and fifty-four 
members in the "Broome Street Church" 
and yet, in June, 1839, when they were 
reported as one churchy und^ the name of 
the " East Broome Street Church," they re- 
ported but two hundred and forty-four mem- 
bers, and had received twenty-five of this 
number by profession after the union, leaving 
more than one hundred members unac- 
counted for. 

The new church (" East Broome Street") 
occupied the " Mission House," on Broome 
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Street, between Cannon and Lewis streets, 
with Rev. Zelotes Grenell as their pastor,— « 
an active, consistent, and devoted minister. 
In the course of the next year ground was 
purchased on which to erect a church edifice, 
situated on Cannon street, near Broome 
street, and under the favor of Him, whose is 
the silver and gold, and the cattle upon a 
thousand hUls, the building was carried for- 
ward; and on March 4th, 1841, the house 
was opened for public worship, and the 
church was thenceforth called the ^^ Cannon 
Street Church." The labors of Mr. Grenell 
were signailly blessed, so that up to June, 
1842, more than four hundred persons had 
been enrolled in communion. But during 
that year he resigned the pastoral office in 
this church, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
Henty Davis, the present pastor. The favor 
of the Lord has still been vouchsafed, so that 
there is now found assembling at Cannon 
street a numerous congregation, with nearly 
seven hundred members in communion ; 
and, under the charge of a very efficient 
superintendent, there is one of the largest 
and most interesting Sabbath schools in the 
city. 
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ELizikBETH Street Church. 

In the year 1824, the Bev. Amasa Smith, 
who had then recently resigned the pastoral 
office in the Beriah Church, commenced 
preaching in a schoolroom on Elizabeth 
street, near Bleecker, — a place tiien well 
known as the " Bethel Free School-House/' 
After about two years a church was formed 
called the ^< Elizabeth Street Church," and 
was admitted to the Hudson Biver Associa- 
tion in August, 1827, with twenty-four mem- 
bers, and the Rev. William G. Miller as pas- 
tor. For. three years the church was in suc- 
cessful operation, so that in August, 1830> 
they reported one hundred and three mem- 
bers in communion. This is the last account 
of the Elizabeth Street Church as such, and 
their name is thenceforth dropped from the 
minutes. In the following year, however, 
Mr. Miller appeared in the New York Asso- 
ciation as pastor of the Bethel Churchy in 
opposition to the Rev. Johnson Chase. An 
account of this difficulty has been sketched 
on a previous page. 
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Laurens Street Chubca. 

The Baptist Church in Laurens street was 
gathered by the labcNrs of the Rev. William 
Thompson, and regularly constituted in 1828. 
A place of worship was prepared in a con- 
yenient upp^ room, and here the church re- 
mains. Mr. Thompson left after a few years, 
and was succeeded by the Rev. Luke 
Baricer, M. B. Dr. Barker remains pastor of 
the church. The congregation is small, — ^the 
church containing seventy-seven members. 

Church of the Disciples. 

Such is the style adopted by a small band 
who came out from the Laurens Street 
Church about the year 1835. The matters 
of difference, which led to the separation, 
were some matters relating to form and dis* 
cipline, and not any difference in doctrine. 
For some time they worshipped in ^ Concert 
Hall," where about thirty persons were con- 
stituted as a church. In 1837 they built a 
small bouse of worship in the rear of No. 80 
Greene street, where they continue to meet. 
Their present number in communion is 
about one hundred and forty. Elders B. 
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Parmly and John Hassel are ministers. The 
church is strictly independent 

Emmaits Church. 

Some time previous to the year 1830, Mr. 
Jonathan Cossington, a Baptist preacher, 
opened a meeting in a hall on Christie street, 
and after about a year he was succeeded by 
Elder Benjamin Pitcher, who organized a 
Baptist Church of a few members, calling it 
the " Emmaus Church." It was not in con- 
nection with any other in the city. Mr. 
Pitcher continued preaching here three or 
four years, when, in the spring of 1836, he 
became pastor 6f the Salem Baptist Church, 
in King street, and the Emmaus Church 
broke up, and went with him. 

Amity Street Church. 

In 1832 a colony of forty-four members 
was dismissed from the Oliver Street Church, 
to be constituted as a distinct body. They 
met for worship in the Broadway Hall, near 
Grand street, under the ministry of Mr. 
William B. Williams, a licentiate of the Oli- 
ver Street Church, who subsequently be- 
came pastor. The parent church granted 
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them a lot of ground on the Baptist bnrying- 
ground in Amity street, and here a house of 
worship was erected and opened in May, 
1834. Here they have quietly remained, 
with no great revolutions to mark their 
history. Eev. Dr. Williams is still pastor, 
with a flourishing church and congregation 
around him. 

ZioN Church. 

This is a Baptist Church of colored 
people, and it was constituted with thirty- 
three members in the year 1S32. They used 
as a place of worship, a hall on Spring 
street, between Varick and Hudson street, 
and afterwards removed to Duane street. 
For several years the church had no stated 
pastor, and was supplied by various preach- 
ers, colored or white, as they could be ob- 
tained. The Rev. J. T. Raymond, Rev. J. 
W. Gibbs, and the Rev. N. H. Whiting, 
were among those who officiated in the 
ministry with this church, which had in- 
creased considerably, so that in 1840 they 
numbered nearly two hundred in commu- 
nion. Toward the close of the previous 
year the congregation hired a house of 
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worship, standing in tbe tear of No. 488 Pead 
street, to which they raaaoved, and where 
they still x^ooain. La the summer of 1840, 
the BeT. IX Seott took the pastoral charge, 
bBt resigned it agu» in about a year. Again 
the people were left destitate £of more tbam 
a year, but in the early put of 1843 the 
Bev. Stephen Dntton of Buffalo, a respect- 
able colored preacher, was obtained as stated 
pastor of the church, and remains to the 
present time. Much success ba» crowned 
the efforts of this people. They have a kige 
congregation, and enrol in communion four 
hiii9dved and! forty-six members* 

BowERT, oa Central Baptist Church* 

In MardH 1833, Mi. Octarais Winslow, 
a licentiate of the Oliver Street Cbun^ 
commenced preaching i» the ^ MiUtevy 
Hall," on the Bbwery, and soon after a 
church of twenty memb^r» was organized. 
After reotalning foar aboul a year in ikm 
place, they removed to the ^ Broadwo^ 
Hall," then just yaeated 1^ the Atmty Street 
Church, who had removed to their new 
meeting-house^ At this time the namie of 
the church was changed la thai q[ the ^< Geo- 
tral Ohurdi, and a moderate degree of proa- 



BAPTIST CHURCH. 261 

perity seemed to attend them. In the early 
part of 1836, the Rev. Mr. Winslow, who 
had been ordained as pastor, resigned the 
charge, and removed to the Second Baptist 
Church in Brooklyn. He was soon suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. William H. Card, and 
the congregation removed from Broadway 
to a hired building on Fourth street, near the 
East River. The state of religious feeling 
in the church was encouraging fc^ a while, 
and their numbers increased. But a reverse 
succeeded. In about a year they felt con« 
strained to relinquish their place of worship, 
and part with their minister. The members 
of the church met together for prayer for a 
short season, and then scattered to other 
churches. 

Wblsh Baptist Church. 

The Welsh Church was ^ a colony from 
the North Beriah Church, consisting original- 
ly of sixty members, and they were consti- 
tuted as a distinct church in the year 1833. 
They occupied for several years a Hall at 
183 Canal street, thence they removed to 43 
Elizabeth street, where they remained two 
years, apd in 1844, they succeeded in the 

23 
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erection of a small brick building on Cliris- 
tie street, bdow Delancy, which they call 
Ifae ^ Welsh Tabernacled* Here they re- 
main. The first minister w)io supplied this 
diurch was the Bev. William Thomas, who 
remained a year or two, and was sneoeeded 
by the Bev. WiUiam Harris, in 1836, who 
held the past<»ral office four years, resigning 
his charge in 184Qi The church was then 
very weak, and it was with difficulty they 
kept on; but in the following year their 
spirits were somewhat reviTcd by the arrival 
of the Bev. David Phillips fiom Wales^ 
who labored with them for a year or moHre. 
Aft^ Mr. Phillips left, the church was sup- 
plied by Bev. M. L Williams. In 1844, 
the present pastor of the church, the Bev. 
Theophilus Jones, commenced his labors* 
The church is small and feeble, but com- 
pared with former days, more encouraging. 

Sixteenth Street Church. 

The origin of this church is interesting^ 
A pious man living in the neighbourhood 
of Sixteenth . street, near the North nver^ 
made an effort to collect a Sabbath School 
in that part <d the city. Sudbi had been his , 
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privatidns in eurly life, that he had never 
learat to read ; but he was a Christian man^ 
and conld pray, and having engaged some 
young persons to come in and teach the 
classes, he took the superintendence of the 
school, until he could procure some one 
whom he judged better qualified than himself 
to take his place. In connection with this 
school, prayer meetings were soon held« and 
after that occasional preachingwas enjoyed. 
These means, feeble as they were, excited 
considerable interest, and led to the organi- 
zation of a church of eighteen members, on 
Oct 8, 1833. On the 21st of the same month, 
the Bev. David Bernard commenced preach- 
ing to this church in a small wooden build- 
ing on the south side of Eighteenth street, 
a little east of the Eighth avenue. That 
building is still standing in the rear of some 
brick houses. Mr. Bernard labored with 
this church for three years, and was suc- 
ceeded by the Bev. James L. Hodge, who 
became pastor Jan. 24, 1838. Mr. Hodge 
remained only until the following Novem- 
ber. 

In the year succeeding, their present large 
and commodious house of worship* was 
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built at a cost of but little short of $20,000^ 
indading the ground on which it stands. 
The present pastor of the church, the Rev. 
Alonzo WheeloiA, accepted their call in 
July, 1840. They have been greatly blescH 
ed. The congregaticHi is lai^; the church has 
increased to six hundred and thirty-thre^ 
members; and the Sabbath School, bonC 
which the whole thing sprang, and which 
commenced with eleven children, now num-*' 
bers more than six .hundred. 

Bloominodale Baptist Church. 

This is a branch of the Sixteenth street 
Church, and is located on the comer of 
Forty-third street and Eighth avenue^ Seve* 
ral members of the Sixteenth Street Church 
resided in that neighborhood, and in the 
summer of 1842, a Sabbath School was es- 
tablished. At the same time preaching was 
maintained by the city mission, and on Feb. 
21, 1843, a church of twenty-four members 
was organized, and \he Bev. J. H. Card, 
who had been the missionary there, became 
the pastor. During that year a meeting 
house was built It is a neat fmme build- 
ing, measuring 40 feet by 60. Mr. Card 
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remained pastor until 1845, when he was 
succeeded by Mr. Spencer, the present pas- 
tor; ninety-two members are reported in 
communion, 

Salem Baptist Church. 

This church was constituted in October 
1834, and consisted of thirty-seven mem- 
bers, who withdrew from the North Beriah 
Church at that time, connecting themselves 
with the Warwick Association. The first 
place of worship they occupied was a 
school-room in Smith street, where they re- 
mained about a year aiid a half, supplied for 
most of the time by Elder Loomis. After 
this, a house of worship was built on King 
street near Hudson, at a cost of about 
$6,000, and the church removed there, with 
Elder Benjamin Pitcher for their minister, 
for about two years. He was succeeded by 
the Rev. John Y. Felty, and he by Elder 
James CX Groble. In the autumn of 1843, 
Elder William Curtis became pastor of this 
church, and resigned the charge in June, 
1845. At this time the congregation had 
become weakened, and the church was re- 
duced to about 40 members, and being des- 

23* 
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titnte of a stated pastor, they leased their 
house of worship to a society of Wesleyan 
Methodists, occupying the lecture room 
themselves, and holding prayer meetings at 
private houses. This is their present state. 

West Baptist Church. 

This was a colony of eighty-eight mem- 
bers from the Mulberry street Church, who, 
believing they could be more useful, sepa- 
rated from the church in perfect harmony, 
and were constituted a distinct band in the 
year 1835. They, however, remained with- 
out a pastor for nearly two years ; but near 
the beginning of 1837, the Rev. John Dow- 
hng took the pastoral charge of this church, 
Ahouse of worship, situated in Duane street, 
near Chatham, which had been occupied by 
a Universalist Society, was hired and oc- 
cupied by the West Church. Their num- 
ber in communion was then one hundred 
and thirty-six, and in the following year 
a farther increase was reported ; but 
from some cause or other, they thought it 
best to disband, and did so in 1838, most 
of the members joining the Tabernacle 
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Charcb, and their name was dropped from 
the minutes without remark. 

Berean Baptist Church. 

The Berean Church was a colony of sixty 
members dismissed from the North Beriah 
Church, in the year 1838, of which the Rev. 
Aaron Perkins became pastor. They first 
met for worship in King street, but in 1841, 
a very substantial brick edifice was erected, 
at the corner of Bedford and Downing streets, 
measuring 80 feet by 60, at a cost of about 
$20,000. It is capable of seating twelve 
hundred persons. It is a large and flourish- 
ing congregation, and more than four hun- 
dred members are enrolled in communion. 
The Rev. John Dowling is the present 
pastor, having succeeded Mr. Perkins in 
1844. 

Sixth Street Baptist Church. 

This church was organized in April, 1840, 
with one hundred and fifty-six members, who 
were dismissed for this purpose from that 
portion of the Bethel Church which had been 
under the pastorship of the Rev. William G. 
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Milleri and was now aboat to disband. Of 
this new chnrcb, the Bev. John O. Chonles 
became pastor. Previously to the dismission 
of Mr. Miller they had purchased a house 
of worship in Sixth street, near the Bow- 
ery, for $14,000, which had been built and 
occupied by St Timothy's Church (Epis- 
copal), and which was about to be sold under 
foreclosure of mortgage. Here this church 
commenced operaUons, under very encou- 
raging circumstances. The location of the 
church was thought, however, to be on some 
accounts rather unfavorable ; and in the early 
part of 1843, they sold the building to an 
Episcopal Society (the Church of the Re- 
demption), paid all their debts, and had 
a balance on hand, intending to build on 
some better location, and the church and 
congregation removed temporarily to the 
hall of the " Stuy vesant Institute," on Broad- 
way. Butvarious discouragements occurred, 
and in the spring of 1844, Mr. Choules re- 
signed the charge ; and in the summer of 
1845, the few members that remained, took 
their dismissions to other bodies, and this 
church became extinct 
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Particular Baptist Church. 



On the first Sabbath in January, 1841, a 
meeting was commenced in a hall near the 
corner of Catharine and Cherry streets, by 
the Rev. Job Plant, a Baptist minister from 
England, then recently arrived in the city. 
He continued preacher at this place for about 
a year, in the course of which a church was 
formed, consisting of from twenty to thirty 
members, but unconnected with any other 
Baptist Church in the city, styling themselves 
** particular Baptists.'' In the following year 
the congregation removed to a hall on Grand 
street, and after a term of time, removed 
again to a small house of worship on Eliza- 
beth street, between Walker and Hester 
streets. The congregation was never large, 
and the communicants probably never ex- 
ceeded forty. About midsummer in 1844, 
Mr. Plant left, and the church, which was 
then reduced to about twenty members, was 
scattered and became e:ttinct 

Baptist Seamen's Bethel. 

This church was formed for the special 
advantage of seamen, in the year 1843. 
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Twenty-three members wane at first enroU 
led. They have not yet obtained a house of 
worship, but occupy a hall on Catharine 
street, near Cherry street. The church has 
increased to more than sixty members. The 
Bev. L B. Steward is pastor. 

Mount Zion Baptist Church. 

On July 16th, 1S43, a Baptist Church un- 
der the above title was constituted, consist- 
ing of sixteen members, most of whom were 
dismissed from the Bethesda Baptist Church* 
They procured as a place of wosship the 
lecture room of the Beformed Presbyterian 
Church, on the corner of Prince and Marion 
streets, where they have remained to the 
present time. Elder James C. GU>ble was 
unanimously called as their stated pastor* 
The church has increased to about fifty 
members, but the congregation is not large. 

Fourth Street Baptist Church. 

The origin of this church is thus stated in 
the minutes of the Association : " A few 
members of the Norfolk Street Church, with 
the unqualified approbation of the church of 
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wMeh tbey were members, proctired a place 
of worship on Fourth street, near the East 
river, with the view of forming a new interest. 
After deliberate consideration, and earnest 
prayer, forty-seven brethren and sisters were 
publicly recognized as the " Fourth Street 
Baptist C|iurch." This took place May 
11th, 1843. The Rev. John Cookson be- 
came iheir pastor, but he was succeeded in 
the next ye^ by the Rev. L. Covell, who re- 
signed the charge in the summer of 1845. 
The diurch has increased to more than 
one hundred and thirty members, though as 
yet they have no house of worship which 
they can call their own. Rev. J. T. Seely 
is die present minister. 

Eleventh Street Baptist Church. 

This church was formed with a small 
number of members, in March, 1843. The 
Rev, S. Corey soon became pastor, and is 
still with them. In the course of that year 
their house of worship was built It is a 
neat brick edifice, standing on Eleventh 
street, between the Third and Fourth ave- 
nues. The church has been prospered in 
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spiritual things, having received, by profes- 
sion, eighty-four persons in two years. 

Harlem Baptist ChitIIh. 

This church was organized in October, 
1844. It is a small band of twenty-six mem- 
bers, but they have as yet neithd^ house of 
worship nor pastor. 

Providence Baptist Church. 

On November 27th, 1845, a church by this 
name was organized, who met for some 
months in a hall in the lower part of Canal 
street Ninety-three members were enrolled, 
all being dismissed from the Beriah Church 
in McDougal street The Rev. S. C. James 
supplied their pulpit for some time, but in 
the spring of 1846, the Rev. J. J. Braine, who 
had been pastor of a Congregational Church 
in the city, became pastor of this church, and 
continues in that office. The congregation 
now occupy a hall at the corner of Hudson 
and Grove streets, with an increasing as- 
sembly. 
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Christian Baptist Church. 

After th^preaking up of the Particular 
Baptisir CMrob, as related on a previous 
page, a few of the members continued to hold 
prayer meetings, and after nearly a year 
spent in this way, in July, 1845, four per- 
sons covenanted together as a church, taking 
no other name than that of a Christian Bap- 
tist Church. They occupy the building in 
Elizabeth street, occupied before by the 
Particular Baptists. Mr. Edmund Thorn- 
ton is the officiating minister. 



DATES OF THE BAPTIST CHURCHES NOW/ 
EXISTING IN NEW YORK CITY, WITH THE 
NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN EACH, AS RE- 
PORTED IN 184&. 

Date Mem. 

KrstChiiTch, 1762 586 

Bethel Church (under Mr. Chase), 1770 50 

Oliver Street Church 1791 633 

Seoteh Baptist Church 1805 30 

Abyssinian Church, • 1809 451 

North Beriah Church *..1809 300 

S§oath Church, 1822 458 

l^anton Street Church, 1823 579 

Ebenezer Church, 1825 107 

North Church, ....i827 314 

Laurens Street Church, 182a 77 

Zion Church, 1832 446 

Amity Street Church 1832 254 

Welsh Church, 1833 68 

24 
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Sixteenth Street Church, v 1833 626 

Salem Baptist Church, 1834 40 

Church of the Disciples, 1835 130 

Berean Church, >*^...1838 411 

Cannon Street Church, 1^838 670 

Tabernacle Baptist Church, .^18^9* 801 

Bethesda Church, 1841 88 

Norfolk Street Church, 1841 695 

Laight Street Church, ; 1842 298 

Bloomingdale Church, 1843 92 

Seamen's Bethel Church, ..1843 65 

Fourth Street Church 1843 139 

Eleventh Street Church, 1843 163 

Mount Zion Baptist Church, 1843 50 

Harlem Baptist Church, 1844 26 

Providence Church,. 1845 93 

Christian Church (Elizabeth street), ,..••• 1 845 4 

Churches 31 Members 8,744 

LIST OF CHURCHES ONCE FORMED AND NOW 

EXTINCT. 

Fomed. DiBSolT. 

Baptist Arminian Church, 1724 1732 

Welsh Church, 1807 1813 

Mulberry Street Church, 1809 1839 

Zoar Church, 1811 1812 

Provost Street Church, 1825 1829 

Mission Church, • «.1827 1833 

Elizabeth Street Church, ... # 1827 1830 

East Baptist Church, 1829 1838 

Emmaus Church, 1830 1836 

Bethel Church (under Mr. Miller),.... 1831 1840 

Broome Street Church, 1833 1838 

Bowery, or Central Church, 1833 1838 

West Church...... 1835 1838 

Sixth Street Church, 1840 1845 

Particular Baptist, 1841 1844 

Churches 15 
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MORAVIAN CHURCH- 



In tracing the history of the Moravian Church, 
or Church of the United Brethren, — ^as it is 
also called, in the city of New York, ^e are led 
back something more than one hundred 
years. It was in the yeat 1736 that the Eev. 
Messrs. Spangenberg and Nitschman, two 
Bishops of the Moravian Church, arrived in 
New York from Germany, on their way to 
Pennsylvania. During a brief stay in this 
city they made the acquaintance of Mr. John 
Noble, who was at that time a ruling elder 
in the Presbyterian Church in Wall street, 
then under the pastoral care of the Rev. Mr. 
Pemberton. Mr. Noble was a man of 
estimable character, as well as a man of 
wealth. He subsequently withdrew from 
the Presbyterian Church, and was a leading 
man in the Moravian Church until his death. 
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Mr. Beomper, another merchant, was asso- 
ciated with Mr. Noble at this time. . A few 
meetings for social worship w^j^^eld at that 
time in the house of Mr. Ndl^ hxA when 
the two bishops left the city, the meetings 
were discontinued, and all things remained 
as they were for about three years. 

In the year 1739 the Rqv. Martin Mock 
and the Rev. Henry Bauch, two missionaries 
from the Moravian Church in Grermany, 
landed in New York. The meetings for re- 
ligious worship were then renewed ; and in 
a little more than a year after this, in the 
beginning of the year 1741, the Rev. Peter 
Boehler, a bishop of the Moravian Church, 
came to New York for the purpose of em- 
barking for Europe,*^accompanied thus far 
by Bishop Nitschman, who had been here 
five years previous. During their stay in the 
city meetings were firequenjtly held, and con- 
siderable interest excited; and before they 
left, a society of nine persons was formed, 
who continued to assemble for social wor- 
ship. Towards the close of that year Count 
Zinzindorf, the founder of the Moravian 
Church in Germany, arrived in New York, 
with a considerable colony of Moravians, on 



MORAVIAN CHURCH. 277 

their way to Pennsylvania. His presence 
greatly encouraged the brethren at New 
York. He tarried but a few days, but before 
he left he 8|l|lointed elders from among them- 
selves, and thus things remained nntU the 
year 174S. Up to this time meetings had 
been held for reading the Scriptures, prayer, 
and singing, but they had enjoyed no sac- 
raments. 

In December, 1748, the Rev. Johannes de 
Wattivel, a Bishop of the Moravian Church, 
came from Europe, and, while he tarried in 
New York, he made a regular organization 
of the church, and administered the Lord's 
Supper. The total number in the congrega- 
tion at this time was less than one hundred, 
and for two years they met for worship in 
the house of Mr. Noble. 

In the year 1751 the congregation pur- 
chased two lots of ground on what was then 
Fair street — now Fulton street, between 
William and Dutch streets, where they 
erected a small frame building. The corner- 
stone was laid by the Rev. Owen Rice, June 
16th, 1751, and the building was dedicated 
by Bishop Spangenberg on the 18th of June, 
in the following year. Here was their place 

24* 
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of worship for almost 80 years. Here the 
fathers worshipped and went down to the 
grave ; and here^ also, the children succeeded, 
and the third generation came, ^fA the house 
was filled. In the year 1829 the old house 
of worship was taken down, and rebuilt of 
brick, 40 feet wide and 60 feet long. The 
comer-stone of this edifice was laid August 
13th, and the building was dedicated by 
Bishop Anders, on the 29th of November, in 
the same year. In 1836, Fulton street was 
widened, and it_ became necessary to cut off 
eight feet of the building. In 1843, it was 
thought advisable to remove the place of 
worship, and the churqh edifice was taken 
down, and the ground sold. A new pui^ 
chase was made of ground on the com^ of 
Houston and Mott streets, and a large and 
' substantial brick building erected, which was 
opened for worship June 29th, 1845. 

Ojae singular circumstance may properly 
be noticed. When the church edifice on 
Fulton street was taken down, the corner- 
stone was preserved, together with the box 
which was deposited underneath it in 1829, 
and, in digging up the other parts of the 
foundation, the corner-stone of the old first 
building was also found in a good 6tate of 
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preservation. These wore both deposited in 
the foundation of the church on Houston 
street, with a third stone, specially appro- 
priated to tiiat building. 

The pastoral office in the Moravian 
Church in New York has been held by a 
considerable number of very respectable 
clergymen, but it is somewhat difficult to fix 
the precise dates of their accession or resig- 
nation. The Bev. Owen Bice labored with 
this congregation soon after the organization 
of the church, and was with them previous 
to the erection of their first house of worship 
in 1751. The Rev. Thomas Yarrell held 
the pastoral office from 1757 to 1765, when 
he was succeeded by the Bev. Q. Neiser, 
who remained here ten years. In 1775, the 
Bev. Gustavus Shewkirk ministered in this 
church for a short time, until the revolutiona- 
ry war broke up this congregation, as it did 
most others in the city. After the peace, 
and when order was restored in the city, the 
congregation again collected, with the Bev. 
Ludolph A. Busmeyer as pastor. He was 
succeeded by the Bev. James Birkby, and 
he by the Bev. Godfrey Peters, who died 
here October 27, 1797. He was the first 
minister who had died while in the service 
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of this church. The Rev. Mr. Meder, the 
Eev. Mr. Bardill/>nd the Rev. Mr. Moulther, 
successively officiated ia this church, the 
last named for seven years, closing his min- 
istry with the year 1812. In that year the 
Rev. Benjamin Mortimer, who had been a 
missionary among the Indians, succeeded 
to the pastoral office in this church, and 
labored faithfully and successfully for seven- 
teen years, until he was removed by deafh 
in 1829. When Mr. Mortimer became in- 
firm, about a year previous to his death, the 
-Rev. William Henry Vanvleek commenced 
his labors in the Moravian Church, which 
were continued most Jcceptably to the peo- 
ple until the autumn of 1836, when he was 
appointed to the office of a bishop in the 
church, and resigned his charge. Bishop 
Vanvleek was succeeded in the church at 
New York by the Rev. C. F. Kluger, who 
served two years ; and in 1838, he was suc- 
ceeded by the Rev. Mn Bleck, who left in 
1842, under a call from a church in Salem, 
N. C, when the present pastor of the church, 
the Rev. David Bigler, commenced his labors. 
The church and congregation are in a flour- 
ishing state. The number of communicants 
is one hundred and twenty. 
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1766. 



The first Methodist church in America was 
formed in the city of New York. In the 
early part of the year 1766, a few Irish 
families who were Methodists, arrived here, 
among whom was Mr. Philip Embury, a 
local preacher, of this denomination. He 
commenced preaching in^his own house, 
which stood on what is now called " City 
JEIall Place," and gathered a small society of 
his countrymen. After a few months spent 
in this way, a room was rented adjoining the 
soldiers' barracks, and meetings were held 
there. Before the close of that year they 
were joined by Capt. Thomas Webb, bar- 
rack-master at Albany, a zealous and gifted 
man, who preached to the people in his 
regimentals. The novelty of this brought 
numbers to the meeting, and the society was 
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gready enlarged. A room formerly used as 
a rigging loft, was procured, and fitted up 
as a place of worship. That building is still 
standing. It is a high, one story frame 
building, with a sharp roof, standing end to 
the street, after the old Dutch fashion. It 
stands on the east side of William street, 
about half way between Fulton and John 
streets, and now bears the street number of 
one hundred and twenty. Here the congre- 
gation remained about two year^, when 
ground was purchased on John street, near 
Nassau, and a house of worship was built, 
sixty feet in length, and forty-two in breadth, 
and called " Wesley Chapel." Mr. Embury 
preached the first sermon in this house on 
October 30, 1768. During the next year 
Mr. Boardman and Mr. Pilmoor* came over 
from England, and labored in New York 
and Philadelphia, interchanging with each 
other, and the societies were coni»derably en- 
larged ; yet at the first conference ever held in 
America, which was convened in PbUadel- 

*This Mr. Pilmoor, or Fillmore, as the name m 
sometimes spelt, afterwards became an Episcopa- 
lian, and was the first Rector o{ *^ Christ^s Church** in 
this city. He died in Philadelphia in July, 1^25. 
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phia, July 4, 1773, there were no more than 
one hundred and eighty men\bers reported 
in the church in New York, and about the 
same number in Philadelphia. Thomas 
Bankin and Oeorge Shadford were then 
stationed at New York and Philadelphia, 
with directions to exchange places every 
four months. 

Rev. Francis Asbury and Rev. Richard 
Wright labored after this. Mr. Asbury 
was afterwards bishop, and the most promi- 
iient man in the Methodist connection in 
America. . 

The war of the Revolution soon came on, 
and no very great advance was made until 
after the peace, and the regular establish- 
ment of the ^ Methodist Episcopal Church" 
in the year 1784. 

John StreI:t Church. 

This, as we have seen, was the first 
Methodist church in New York city, the 
mother of at least twenty-four others. Al- 
though, perhaps, not many formalities were 
observed at its formation, yet it may be 
considered as having been formed in the 
house of Mr. Embury, in 1766, with four or 
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five members. The first house of worship 
was built, as has been stated, in 1768. This 
was taken down in 1817, and another erect* 
ed on the same spot In the year 1840, 
John street was widened, and it became 
necessary to remove or rebuild the meeting- 
house. It was accordingly taken down, and 
the present building erected. It looks small 
on the street, being but forty-two feet wide, 
but it is eighty feet deep, and is so arranged 
as to accommodate a large congregation. It 
is, altogether, one of the neatest places of 
worship in the city. There are now on the 
roll of communicants, three hundred and 
seventy-five members. Rev. Aaron Bjogeats 
is pastor. 

Forsyth Street Church. 

This was the second Methodist church 
formed in the city, and was founded in 
the year 1790. It commenced with about 
thirty members. The first house of worship 
was a frame building, erected at a cost 
of about $2,000. It stood on the site of the 
present building in Forsyth street, near 
Division street This was taken down in 
1833, and the present building erected at a 
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cost of $20,000. This has always been a 
numerous assembly. Two churches have 
colonized from this since its establishmenti 
and it now numbers six hundred and fifty 
communicants. Bev. Sanford Washburn 
is now preacher in charge. 

DuANB Stbeet Church. 

This church was formed in 1797, and was 
the third Methodist church in the city. The 
original number of members was forty-five. 
In the same year a house of worship was 
buil? on Duane street, near Hudson, at a 
cost of about $10,000. The house is now 
standing. It is a large and flourishing con- 
gregation. The number of communicants 
is six hundred and twenty-five. The Rev* 
John Foisal is thcpresent minister. 

Seventh Street Church. 

The origin of this church is interesting. 
About the year 1788, when the Methodist 
Church in John street was the only one of 
that denomination in the city, two members 
of that church, Mr. Philip L Arcularius, and 
Mr. John Spruson, being desirous of caorying 

35 
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the (Gospel to the more scattered population, 
established a weekly prayer-meeting in die 
northeastern section of the city, on the road 
leading to Harlem, about two miles from 
what was then the centre of the city. 
This meeting was called, for distinction's 
sake, the " Two Mile-stone Prayer-meeting.^ 
This meeting was continued for ^several 
years, and many people around became in- 
terested in the things of religion. At length 
a class was formed, preaching was occa- 
sionally obtained, and about the year 1800, 
a church was organized— ^Forsyth StreeJ and 
Duane Street having preceded it, so that it 
constituted the fourth Methodist Church 
organized in the city. For some years it 
was more generally known as the " Two 
Mile-stone Church." An old building was 
occupied as a place of worship, which stood 
on what was then called " Nicholas- William 
street," near the present " St. Mark's place," 
which was hired on a long lea^. About 
the year 1830, before the lease ^cpired, the 
owners of the land, where the old house 
stood, wishing to improve it, offered the 
Methodist congregi^n a still longer lease 
on another spot, nearer to what is ndw 
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Seventh street To this place the old bnild- 
ing was removed, enlarged, and repaired. 
They had been here but a few years, when 
the owners of the land, being . desirous of 
making still farther improvements, offered 
the congregation a free gift of lots on the 
south side of Seventh street, if they would 
again remove. To this they consented, and 
built a substantial brick edifice, measuring 
SjBventy-two feet by fifty-four, at a cost of 
about $17,500. The house was completed 
in 1.836. The old building was then taken 
down and removed to Yorkville, and is the 
present Methodist Meeting-House at that 
place. 

Allen Street Church. 

This church was formed in the year 1810. 
Meetings had been held in that neighborhood 
during the previous year, and a house 
of worship was completed near the close of 
1810. It was a stone building, seventy feet 
by fifty-five, and stood on the site of the 
present building, which was erected in 
1836. It is a large brick edifice, seventy -four 
feet by sixty-two. A large and flourishing 
congregation assemble here. The number 
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of members in the church is nine hundred 
and fifty-four. Rev. L. M. Vincent is the 
present minister. 

Bedford Street Church. 

This church was formed in the same year 
with the church in Allen street A private 
room was first used for meetings, then a hall 
owned by an individual, and at length a 
small frame building was erected on Bedford 
street, corner of Morton street Like most 
of the other churches, this has greatly in- 
creased, and after having enlarged their 
house of worship twice, and still found k 
filled to overflowing for several years, in 
1840, a very large brick edifice was erected 
on the same spot Rev. John Seys is the 
present minister. 

WiLLET Street Church. 

Toward the dose of the year 1817, a few 
members of the Methodist Church living in 
the eastern part of the city, established a 
meeting in a school-room on Broome street, 
which was just vacated by the Seventh 
Presbyterian Church. Shortly after, they re- 
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moved to a building called ^ The Mission- 
House," standing on Broome street, between 
Cannon and Lewis streets, which they 
hired. They then organized as a church, 
and remained in this building for six years. 
In 1825, on the 16th of October, they laid 
the corner stone of the " Willet Street Me- 
thodist Church." This building was finished 
in May of the next year, and the church and 
congregation removed hither. The congre- 
gation is a prosperous one. Bev. Phineas 
Rice is the present pastor. 

Eighteenth Street Methodist Church. 

This church was commenced in the year 
1829, when a small class was formed in the 
scattered settlements which then lay along 
the North river, above Greenwich. A small 
wooden building was put up for a meeting- 
house, standing on what is now " West 
Twentieth street, a few doors west of the 
Eighth avenue, and the Rev. Stephen Mar- 
tindale was stationed there by the Confer- 
ence for two years. The society increased, 
and the place of worship was filled, and 
soon found to be altogether " too strait" 
for the rapidly increasing congregation. 

25* 
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Arrangements were therefore made to ob- 
tain better accommodations ; and in 1835, 
the society opened for worship a spacious 
brick edifice, capable of seating nearly 1000 
persons, situated on Eighteenth street, be- 
tween Eighth and Ninth avenues. The old 
meeting-house was converted into a dwell- 
ing, and is still standing. The Rev. Mr* 
Martindale, who was their first minister, 
and who saw their feeble beginnings, is 
again their pastor, having now around him 
a numerous and flourishing church and con- 
gregation. 

Greene Street Church. 

The Methodist Church in Greene street 
was formed in the year 1831. In that year, 
a large brick edifice was built on Greene 
street, where a numerous congregation now 
assemble. The Rev. Nathan Bangs, DiD., 
has the pastoral charge of this church at the 
present time. 

Second Street Methodist Church. 

Themethodist meeting-house in Second 
street was built in the year 1832. It was 
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situated on a kind of missionary ground, 
and has been instramental of great good. 
It is numerously attended. The Methodist 
churches changing their mitiisters every two 
years, and sometimes every year, it cannot 
be expected that we can follow the ministers 
of each church in detail. The pastor in 
charge at Second street, at the present time, 
is the Rev. F. W. Smith. 

^^Hablem Mission.'* 

About the year 1830, a missionary cir- 
cuit was established by the Methodist Epis- 
copal Mission of this city, which * was tra- 
velled by the Rev. Mr. Ferris for one year, 
and by the Rev. Dr. Seaman for the two 
following. It was called the << Harlem Mis- 
sion." They had six principal stations, viz., 
Harlem, Yorkville, Manhattanville, Fort 
Washington, Forty-first street, on the North 
river, and Twenty-seventh street, toward the 
East river. At these places the Sabbaths 
were spent, and lectures and prayer-meet- 
ings held occasionally during the week in 
other places. The circuit was travelled in 
about two weeks. After a time, two 
preachers were appointed to this circuit. 
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The Methodist churches at Harlem. York* 
•ville, Forty-first street, and Twenty-seventh 
street, owe their origin to this effort The 
first of these wlllch ripened into sin inde- 
pendent ohureb was, 

YORKVILLE. 

A considerable congregation was accus- 
tomed to assemble here, and a class was 
formed in the very early movements of the 
Mission, and Divine influences being afford- 
ed, quite a number of persons were hopeful- 
ly converted. The regular establishment of 
the church took place in the year 1832, In 
the year 1836, an effort was made to obtain 
a house of worship. The Seventh street 
Methodist Church having about that time 
completed a new house of worship, their 
old building, then in a good state of repair, 
was obtained, taken down, and removed to 
Yorkville. 

The Methodist congregation at Yorkville 
is not large ; about thirty-five members, are 
found in the church. Rev. William McK. 
Bangs is the present minister. 
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Twenty-seventh Street Church, 

The station established by the preachers 
on the Harlem mission circuit at what was 
then generally known as ^ Rose HiU," was 
the next which became an independent 
congregation. This took place in 1834, and 
it was generally known as the ^^ Rose Hill 
Church.'* A small frame building was 
erected about that time on Twenty-seventh 
street, and, the population soon increasing in 
that section of the city, this house became 
crowded, and in 1843, the congregation com- 
pleted a substantial brick edifice^ measuring 
72 feet by 48. The Rev. Daniel Curry is 
the present minister. 

Forty-pourth Street Church. 

Connected with the Twenty-seventh Street 
Church a class of about ten members was 
formed, in November, 1844, a short dis- 
tance above, on the Third avenue ; and the 
second floor of an old building, standing on 
Forty-fourth street, was fitted up as a place of 
worship, and for the accommodation of a 
Sabbath-sehool. Preaching is maintained 
here most of the time, but the relation of the 
people is still to the Rose Hill Church. 
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Harlem Methodist Church. 

This was the third of the miasion stalicms 
which became a church. Preaching was 
maintaiiied here with considerable regularity 
from the year 1830, but it was not until 
nearly six years after that a church was 
formed, . It was in the year 1836 that the 
meeting-house was built, and the permanent 
establishment of die churdi may be dated 
from this time; The Rev. M. E. Willing is 
pastor of the church. 

Forty-first Street Church. 

This church, also, was the offspring of the 
^' Harlem Mission," and became a distinct 
church in the year 1840. In 1843, their 
present house of worship was built. The 
assembly is not large, but it is now a per- 
manent body, and the church is doing good 
in the population around it. 

Vestry Street Church. 

For many years all the members of the 
Methodist Church, residing on the western 
side of the city, were constrained to travd to 
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Duane street on the Bouth, or Bedford street 
on the north, in order to reach a church of 
their own denomination. An intermediate 
place of worship seemed, therefore, highly 
expedient. Vestry street was pitched upon 
as a statable location; a very handsome and 
commodious hfouse of worship was built 
here in the year 1833, and a church was or- 
ganized. The Rev. Moses L. Scudder is 
the present pastor. There is one peculiarity 
in this house of worship ! it is finished with 
pews, and not free seats. Of all the 
Methodist Meeting-Houses in the dty there 
are but two such. 

Mulberry Street Church. 

The house of worship occupied by this 
church is built with pews and not free seats, 
like the church in Vestry street A large 
congregation assembles here. The church 
was organized in 1834, and the house of 
worship was built in the same year. The 
present pastoi: of the church is the Rev. 
Edward L. Janes. 
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Twenty-fourth Street Church. 

In the month of August, in the year 1841, 
a Sabbath-school was established in the 
basement of a dwelling-house, in the Tenth 
ayenue, between Twenty-seventh and 
Twenty-eighth streets,— a part of the city at 
that time exceedingly destitute of the ordi- 
nary means of grace. 

Soon after, a prayer^meeting was opened 
in the same place, pad, a few hopeful conver- 
sions occurring, a class of about twenty per- 
sons was formed and attached to the Me- 
thodist Church in Eighteenth street, to which 
the leaders of this enterprise belonged. 
Arrangements were made soon after to erect 
a house of worship, and a small frame build- 
ing was put up, standing on Twenty-fourth 
street, near Ninth avenue, which was opened 
for worship in December, 1843. The church 
was constituted some time previous. It is a 
flourishing little church, and doing great 
good among the population where it is 
situated. Its present pastor is the Rev. S. A. 
Seaman. 
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German Mission Church. 

The number of Germans who have emi- 
grated to New York is very great ; and with 
commendable zeal most of the evangelical 
denominations have done something for their 
religious instruction. A Methodist meeting 
of this description was established in Second 
street, in the year 1841, and during the next 
year a church was organized called the 
^< German Mission Methodist Church,"- and 
a substantial brick edifice, measuring 70 feet 
by 44, was erected. The Rev. J. C. Lyon 
is the minister. The exercises are conducted 
in German. 

AsBURY Church. 

In the early part of the yecur 1842, a socie- 
ty was formed by members of the various 
Methodist churches in the city, called the 
** Asbury Society," the special object of 
which, as expressed in their constitution, 
was, " to increase the number of Methodist 
Episcopal churches in the city of New 
^ork." 

In the summer of that year, this society 
resolved to commence a new congregation 

26 



298 MBTHOPWT CHVnCB^ 

somewhere in the eity, . and appointed 
a committee to select a snitable place 
for a commencement This committee 
accordingly hired the Colombian Hall on 
Grand street, and engaged the Rev. Ezra 
Witbey to preach there. The experiment 
proved aucces&fnl. A considerable congre^ 
gation was collected within a few months, 
and a chtorch was formed of a few ihem- 
bers from other churches, and called the 
** Asbury Chnrch," and to this church otbers 
were soon added by profession. Seeing the 
success of the enterprise, measures were 
taken to build the house of worship. A 
site was purchased on Norfolk litreet, near 
8tanton, and the honse was completed and 
opened for worship October 5, 1843. Up 
1o this time, all the a&irs of the congrega- 
tion had been managed by the *^ Asbury 
Society,'^ but they then retired by request of 
the trustees of the congregation, and the peo- 
ple now stand independently. Rev. Mr. 
Withey, who was instrumental in collecting 
the congregation, remained as their stationed 
preacher until the summer of 1845, when he 
removed to Jane street, to commence a new 
enterprise there. The present minister is the 
Rev. Nicholas White. 
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Sullivan Staeet Churo9« 

The example of Christian enterprise which 
had J^esjui^f^d so favorably in the establish- 
P)eat <^.the Asbury Church, as related abovei 
awakened the attention of brethren in other 
parts pi the city to the subject of a farther 
incres^ of the Methodist Episcopal Church| 
and an opportunity for this was soon pre- 
sented. One of the Methodist Protestant 
Churches in the city had erected a good 
house of worship on Sullivan street, near 
Ble^k^, in the year 1S39, but in about 
three years after difficulties arose. A large 
debt lay on the house, and the church be- 
came divided . in sentiment, some wishing 
to joip the A}!ethodist Episcopal Church, 
some preferring Congregationalism, and 
some desiring to remain as they were. The 
consequence of this division was the sale of 
the building, in 1843, and the organization 
of the << Sullivan Street Methodist Episcopal 
Church," to which a large portion of the old 
church attached themselves. The congre- 
gation is now in a prosperous condition. 
The Rev. Joseph Law has the pastoral 
charge. 
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Madison Street Church. 

The prosperous establishment of the two 
churches last named, led to the formation of 
another in the spring of 1843. The house of 
worship built by the Fourth Free Presbyte- 
rian Church, on the corner of Catharine and 
Madison streets, being for sale, was pur- 
chased by a few individuals, belonging to the 
Methodist Episcopal Church for $13,000^ 
and a church of twelve members was form- 
ed there. A large congregation was soon 
collected ; the preaching of the Gospel there 
has evidently been attended by a divine 
power, and with a few who have come in 
by a certificate from other churches, they 
now number about two hundred and forty 
in communion. The present minister in 
charge is the Rev. James Floy. 

"Mariners' Methodist Episcopai^ 

Church.*' 

In the year 1844, a colony from the Willet 
Street Methodist church commenced a new 
enterprise, having specially in view the bene- 
fit of seamen. They were organized as a 
distinct church, under the above title, and in 
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the course of that year erected a large house 
of worship on Cherry street, near Rutgers 
Place. The enterprise has been successfuli 
and a large church and congregation is 
already collected there. Rev. Robert Seney 
is the present minister. 

Methodist Floating Bethel. 

To provide the means of grace more ex- 
tensively for seamen, it was resolved by the 
<* Asbury Methodist Society," to establish a 
Floating Bethel This was accomplished 
in June, 1845. The " Wesleyan Metho- 
dists" had for a short time maintained wor- 
ship in the hull of an old packet ship, of 
eight hundred tons, which had been fitted 
ap as a place of worship, and moored in a 
dock at the foot of Rector street, in the North 
river. This was purchased for about $2,000, 
and the Rev. O. G. Hedstrom was appoint- 
ed stated preacher. A considerable congre- 
gation was soon collected, as there was no 
other place of public worship very near, and 
the ship will accommodate about five hun- 
dred persons with convenience. They have 
a Sabbath-school of about one hundred 

children, mostly gathered from the street, and 

26* 
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a church has been organized, consisting of 
about twenty-five members. Mr. Hedstrom, 
the pastor, is a native of Sweden, and 
preaches on Sabbath morning to a large 
congregation of seamen and others, in that 
language. In the afternoons and evenings 
he preaches in English. 

In addition to these services, one service 
in Grerman is held on board the Floating 
Bethel every Lord*s day at one o'clock, for 
the accommodation of those persons in that 
vicinity who cannot understand English, and 
it being held near to the place where many 
of the German emigrants congregate on their 
first entrance to the city, this service is calcu- 
lated to dp great good. 

Mariners' Church, Rosevelt Street. 

There seems no place more proper to 
notice the meeting for seamen held in Rose- 
velt street, than here. It is the first meeting 
of this description ever established in the 
city, but not having any church organization, 
it does not belong exclusively to any denomi- 
nation. 

This meeting was commenced by the Rev. 
Ward Stafford, on the 20th of December, 
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1816, in a school-room in the rear of No. 37 
Cherry street. The building now known as 
" The Mariners' Church" was commenced 
in Oclober, 1S19, and opened for worship 
June 4, 1820. Mr. Stafford was the princi- 
pal preacher from the first movement until 
November, 1820. In March following, the 
Rev. Henry Chase was engaged to preach 
here, and continued until the spring of 1824. 
The Rev. John Truair then supplied for two 
years, and in 1826 Mr. Chase was again en- 
gaged, and has remained to the present time. 
The meeting is under the direction of the 
" Port Society," and is considered as belong- 
ing to no one denomination, although Mr. 
Chase is himself in connection with the 
Methodist Episcopal Church. A large as- 
sembly is found here on the Sabbath, and 
much good has been done : and no doubt 
" The liord will count, when He writeth up 
His people, that this and that man was born 
there." 

Methodist Home MissroN Society. 

A society of ladies, under the above title, 
during the year 1845, employed the Rev. 
Ezra Withey, who was so successful in the 
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establishment of the Asbury Church, to labor 
in the northwestern section of the city. He 
opened a meeting in a hall on Perry street, 
near Hudson, where a church was formed. 
A commodious meeting-house has been 
erected on Jane street, near Greenwich 
avenue, and the church is now known as the 
Jane Street Church. At the same time the 
Rev. Joseph Longking was employed to 
labor near the Dry Dock. A church has 
been formed here also. Two hundred and 
ten members were reported in June last, as 
belonging to the Home Mission, including 
both of these stations. 

The same society have had under their 
care a meeting for Germans, held by the 
Rev. John M. Hartman, in a hall on Ninth 
avenue, near Forty-first street, which in all 
probability will ripen into a Grerman Church. 

The twenty-five Methodist Churches, 
whose history is sketched on the preceding 
pages, are all in one connection, all attached 
to the regular ** Methodist Episcopal Church 
in the United States.*' But there are fifteen' 
others, of the same general denomination, but 
different connections, or strictly independent; 
eight of these being composed of white 



METHODIST CHVRO0. 305 

members, and seven being colored. The 
sketch of these churches follows. We be- 
gin with those composed of white people, 
in the order in which they have appeared in 
this city. 

Methodist Society. 

In the beginning of the year 1820, 
several persons in New York, who were 
members of the Methodist Episcopal 
Churches which had then been formed, being 
dissatisfied with what they considered an 
assumption of power by the bishops and the 
Conference, and preferring the congregational 
form as to government, separated from their 
churches, and formed themselves into what 
they termed « The Methodist Society." A ' 
school-room was hired at No. 63 Christie 
street, and on the 16th of July, 1820, they 
commenced public worship. The Rev. 
William M. Stillwell, an ordained elder of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, became 
their preacher. At this first meeting, mea- 
sures were taken to ascertain the number of 
those who prefered an independent form of 
government — and about one hundred per- 
sons enrolled their names; and in August 



S06 METHODIST OHURGfl% 

following, trustees were elected, and the eerti* 
ficate of incorporation legally recordedr 

It was soon found that the school-room 
where they met would not accommodal^ tbQ 
people, and in September of the same y^wr^ 
ground was purchased on the east side of 
Christie street, between Walker and Hester 
streets, and a brick building, measuring fifty 
feet by seventy-eight, was erected, amd gp^n- 
ed for worship on the 31st of December 
following. 

Constant accessions were made to the 
Methodist Sodety, and they were joined 
from time to time by other preachers froia 
the old Methodist connection, and meetings 
were frequendy held in other parts of the 
city. Dr. James Covell, a physician, who 
was an ordained preach^, labored much in 
this cause. A temporary house of worship 
was fitted, up, standing on the corner of Pitt 
and Delancy streets, and here meetings were 
established ; and for the accommodation of 
those in the west part of the city, a large 
room in the Watch-house, on the corner of 
Prince and Wooster streets, was obtained, 
and meetings were held there. Mr. Still well, 
Thomas West, Dr. Covell and others, were 
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engs^ed ia these labors. Soon, however, 
a lot of gronnd for a church-boildiDg was 
purchased on Sullivan Street, near Spring 
street, and preaching was commenced on 
that ground in the open air, collections being 
made at each meeting, toward the erection of 
the proposed building, commencing the 
foundation at once, and expending the col- 
lections as fast as they were made. With 
great effort the house was built, and opened 
in 1824. Thus things remained for nearly 
two years, and at the close of the year 1825 
the " Methodist Society" found themselves 
with three houses of worship, generally well 
filled with congregations on the Sabbath, and 
having in all about eight hundred members 
in communion. 

. But in May, 1826, a division took place. 
A part of the preachers and the people pre- 
ferred the entire independency of each church, 
and a permanent ministry ; and others, 
while they wished to avoid the jurisdiction 
of bishopsi still preferred a connection of 
churches, and an itinerant ministry. A 
reparation took place accordingly, and each 
went to work in his own way. The church 
in Christie street, which was the originfl^ 
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band, preferred to remain in entire indepen* 
dency, and so they have remained to this 
day. Mr. Stillwell remains in the pastoral 
office in this church. His labors have been 
very much blessed : a regular and respect- 
able congregation assemble there ; many 
persons have been brought into the church 
in that place, and about three hundred 
members are now enrolled in communion^ 



METHODIST PROTESTANT CHURCHES. 

Perhaps the name of this branch of the 
Methodist Church sufficiently indicates its 
character. In doctrine, it is Methodist, 
claiming, as do all, John Wesley as the pat- 
tern; but in government it does not admit 
the authority of the Conference, nor the juris- 
diction of Bishops, but protests against any 
assumption of their power. Hence their 
name, Protestant. 

The Methodist Protestant Church, as a 
distinct denomination, was formed in Balti- 
more, in 1830, when many churches in vari- 
ous parts of the country were united in a 
distinct connection. 

After the separation in the Methodists' 
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Society, already referred to, the two churches 
which preferred a connection with others, and 
an itinerant ministry, continued by them- 
selves, until the regular formation of the de- 
Bominadon in 1830, and then became the 
Fmt and Second Methodist Protestant 
Churches in the city of New York. 

First Methodist Protestant Church. 

The meeting established on the corner of 
Pitt and Delancy streets, continued to be 
held in that place until the year 1831, when 
a good brick edifice was erected on Attor- 
ney street, and the congregation removed 
there. Rev. Zenas Covell, the son of Dr. 
James Covell, is the present minister. They 
number about two hundred in communion. 

Second Methodist Protestant Church. 

This church continued to meet in the 
house of worship erected on Sullivan street, 
as already related, until the year 1839, when 
it was thought best to dispose of it, and erect 
another on the upper part of the same street 
It was sold accordingly to the Reformed 
I^sbyterians for $14,500, and in the same 

27 
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year the church and congr^ation took pos- 
session of their new house. Here, after a 
few years, troubles arose. The house of 
worship had not been paid for, and a heavy 
debt was pressing upon the congregation. 
Added to this, a large portion of the people 
chose to become connected with the Metho- 
dist Episcopal Church, a part preferred Con- 
gregationalism, leaving but about twenty- 
members who preferred to remain in the 
Protestant Methodist connection. This took 
place in the year 1841, and laid the founda- 
tion of the present "Sullivan Street Metho- 
dist Church" in the Methodist Episcopal 
connection, and the church edifice passed 
into the hands of the new society, with a 
large portion of the congregation. Another 
portion formed what is now the "Fourth 
Congregational Church," and the fragment 
that remained of the Methodist Protestant 
Church retired to a hall on Hudson street, 
nearly opposite " St Luke's Church," where 
they remained for a time, and since that 
have met in private houses. A few more 
have united with them, but they are still a 
feeble band. Dr. Covell is again their min- 
ister. 
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Welsh Methodist Church. 

The Webh Churches in the city of New 
York, of all denominations, had a common 
origin. In the year 1801, the Rev. Howell 
Powell, now the stated minister of the Welsh 
Calvinistic Methodist Church, in Palmyra, 
Ohio, arrived at New York from Wales, 
with a considerable number of others, of va- 
rious religious denominations. Indepen- 
dents, Baptists, Methodists, &c. He soon 
commenced preaching in the Welsh lan- 
guage, and, as a matter of course, those who 
understood that language best, attended his 
ministrations. But there is no evidence of 
the formal brganization of a church at that 
tithe. As a place of worship they fitted up 
an old mill, owned by Col. Henry Rutgers, 
which was obtained for a trifling considera- 
tion, on a lease for forty years. It was a 
spacious building, which would accommo- 
date at least eight hundred persons, and it is 
said was often crowded with hearers. 

After remaining at the old mill about a 
year, some disputes arose among the peo- 
ple, in consequence of which Mr. Powell 
and a portion of the people separated and 
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hired another room, and shortly after those 
who remained sold out the lease, and scat- 
tered. Mr. Powell continued preaching for 
about four years after this, when he left for 
the western country, and very soon after, in 
the year 1807, a Welsh Baptist Church was 
formed, under the pastoral care of the Rev. 
John Stephens. (See sketch of that Church, 
page 239.) When the Welsh Baptists drew 
off, the Independents and Calvinistic Me- 
thodists continued together, holding prayer*- 
meetings, and meetings for reading and ex- 
hortation, but having no stated preacher for 
some time, until they succeeded in securing 
the services of the Rev. Evan Roberts, from 
Steuben, Oneida County. After him a Mr. 
Powell (not their former minister) supplied 
for a while, and was succeeded by the Rev. 
James Davies. During the ministry of Mr. 
Davies, a church was organized on the In- 
dependent, or Congregational platform, and 
shortly after the Calvinistic Methodists sepa- 
rated, in number between twenty and thirty, 
and organized themselves as a distinct 
church. This took place in the year 18^ 
The first pastor of this church was the Rev. 
John Hughes, now a minister in the Bpis- 
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copal Church in Oneida County, and after 
he left, the church was supplied by the Rev. 
Shadrach Davies. 

In the year 1836, the Rev. William Row- 
lands came from Wales, at the invitation of 
this church, and has discharged the duties 
of the pastoral office up to the present time, 
with the exception of about three years, 
which he spent at Utica, during which time 
the Rev. John H. Evans officiated. The 
congregation is now in an encouraging 
state. They have as yet no house of wor- 
ship, but occupy a Hall on Christie street, 
between Walker and Hester streets, intend- 
ing soon to erect a building. The church 
numbers one hundred and five in commu- 
nion. 

It may not be unacceptable, before con- 
cluding this article, to state the origin of this 
denomination of Christians. 

It is well known that in the time of the 
revival of religion in England, under the 
preaching of John and Charles Wesley, and 
Gteorge Whitefield, they were all branded 
by their enemies with the name of Metho- 
dist, as a term of reproach. In process of 
time, these leaders became divided on some 

27* 
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fundamental doctrines, the two Wesleys 
embracing rather the Arminian view, and 
Whitefield the Calvinistic. About the same 
time a celebrated Welsh minister, by the 
name of Rowlands, commenced preaching 
in Wales in the same zealous manner, ad- 
hering, however, to the Calvinistic views of 
the doctrines of grace. Several others united 
with him, and Mr. Whitefield met them in 
Wales. A new church organization was 
then formed, from which has sprung the pre- 
sent Welsh Calvinistic Methodist Church, 
being in form Methodist, but in doctrine 
strict Calvinists. It is now one of the modt 
numerous bodies in Wales. The first or- 
ganization of this kind in America, was 
ma(]e in the year 1824, in the town of Rem- 
sen, Oneida County, N. Y., and they now 
number in the several states and territories 
about thirty churches. 

Primitive Methodist Church. 

The Primitive Methodist Connection had 
its origin at Standley, a village about four 
miles distant from Bemersley, Englandj'in 
the year 1810, with a small class of ten per- 
«bns, raised from the world. It seems that 
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three local preachers, viz., Hugh Bourne,* 
James Bourne, and William Clowes, had 
been excluded from the regular Wesleyan 
connection for holding camp-meetings. 
These meetings had been held in America 
from the year 1801, but they had not been 
practised in England until the year 1807. 
But opposition was raised, and the " Primi- 
tive Methodist" Connection was established 
in consequence. The discipline of this sec- 
tion of the church does not differ very ma- 
terially from that of the other portions of the 
same general denomination. In doctrine, 
John Wesley is the standard. In govern- 
ment they are independent, but they claim 
to restore their church from all departures, 
and to bring it back to its pristine simplici- 
ty. Hence their name — Primitive. In the 
year 1329^ four preachers of the '* Primitive 
Methodists" came to the United States, and 
commenced their operations at New York, 
Philadel{^ia, and some other places. They 
have not increased much, having not over 
five or six churches in America, and those 
very small. 

In the city of New York a small church 
of Primitive Methodists is found. It was 
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•formed in 1829, or 1830. They have never 
had a house of worship of their own, but 
have moved about from one place to another, 
as they could best be accommodated. 
The Rev. Hugh Bourne, one of the founders 
of the sect, is their present minister. 



GERMAN EVANGELICAL METHODIST 

CHURCH. 

About the year 1802, John Albrecht, a 
local preacher in the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was residing near Shippensburg, in 
Cumberland county, Pennsylvania. He 
was a man of good character, and a devoted 
Christian, and being desirous of joining the 
travelling connection, he was recommended 
to the Bahimore Conference for that pur- 
pose. But he could not preach in the Eng- 
lish language, and the Conference having 
no German circuit established, declined to 
receive him. But burning with the desire 
of benefiting his Grerman brethren, his kins- 
men> according to the flesh, he determined to 
proceed without credentials, and went on 
preaching, and organizing churches, and 
ordaining preachers, until much good was 
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accomplished, and a considerable connection 
of churches established. 

One of these churches has been recently 
gathered in this city. The commencement 
was made in the year 1841, by Mr. Eis, who 
labored among the German population. He 
was succeeded by Mr. Meyer, and he by 
Mr. Hummel. The present pastor of the 
church, the Rev. M. F. Mees, succeeded Mr. 
HummelL 

In the year 1843, the congregation suc- 
ceeded in the erection of a neat brick edifice 
on Sixteenth street, near the Sixth avenue. 
A considerable congregation is collecting 
here. About sixty members are now enrol- 
led in communion. The services are all 
conducted in the Grerman language. 



WESLE YAN METHODISTS. 

This particular section of the Methodist 
Church first appeared in New York in the 
year 1840, or 1841. About that time a 
Methodist preacher from Canada, named 
Barry, arrived in New York city, and open- 
ed a meeting, independently, in a small 
room on Christopher street, anid continued 
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preaching there for about a year, when his 
health failed, and he died shortly after. The 
Rev. Jacob Timberman succeeded Mr. Bar- 
ry in his nieeting, and some twelve or fifteen 
were enrolled as a church. After a year or 
two, the congregation hired a small house of 
worship on King street, near Hudson, owned 
by the " Salem Baptist Church," and Mr. 
Timberman continued to officiate here for a 
time ; but the society was very small and 
feeble, and he left But previous to this, 
some time in the autumn of 1843, a small 
class of only seven or eight persons was 
formed, who, for about three months, met for 
worship in a smaU room in a sugar house, 
on Duane street, near West Broadway. 
About the month of February, in the next 
year, they removed to a room on Allen street, 
where they continued for more than a year. 
In the spring of 1844, about fifteen members 
left Allen street, and uniting with what re- 
mained of Mr. Timberman's church, formed 
the present " First Wesleyan Methodist 
Church." Since that time they have been 
much prospered. They have purchased the 
house of worship which they occupied on 
King street; the congregation is gradually 
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enlarging, and they have between eighty and 
ninety communicants at the present time. 
Elder Dennis Harris is the preacher in 
chaige. 

The members who remained at Allen 
street, are known as the '^ Second Wesleyan 
Methodist Church." In the year 1845, a 
member of the church erected a building, 
specially as a place of worship, on Allen 
street, near Grand, for which the congrega- 
tion pay a rent They are well accommo- 
dated, and are well situated. They have 
between thirty and forty in communion. 
Blder A. Moran holds the pastoral office. 

A third meeting of Wesleyan Methodists 
is commenced in Sixteenth street, but they 
have not as yet a separate organization. 

The establishment of the Floating Bethel 
for Seamen, at the foot of Rector street, in 
the North river, is to be attributed to the 
Christian enterprise of the Wesleyan Metho- 
dists. It seems that a Mr. Bergen, a car- 
penter, who was a native of Sweden, and 
who resided in that neighborhood, finding 
there was no place of worship in the city for 
the accommodation of his countrymen, was 
in the practice of inviting them occasionally 
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into his house, to read the Scriptures, and 
pray and sing. At length, in the autumn 
of 1844, a few individuals purchased the hull 
of an old ship, and fitted it up for a place of 
worship. This place they occupied £rom 
November, until June, 1845, and were mak- 
ing arrangements to engage a Swedish 
preacher* But Mr. Hedstrom being pre- 
viously engaged by the " Asbury Society '* 
of the Methodist Episcopal Church, to preach 
alternately in Swedish and Bnglish, the 
Wesleyans transferred the ship to that so- 
ciety, to carry out the object for which it had 
been fitted up. 



COLORED METHODIST CHURCHES. 

These are to be considered in four varietieS| 
viz. : " The African Methodist Episcopal 
Church," " The African Methodist Episcopal 
Zion Church,'* " The Asbury African Me^ 
thodist. Episcopal Church," and " The 
African Methodist Union." It is very diflSi- 
cult to find any real diiference between these 
four bodies, their doctrines, discipline and 
practices, being substantially alike ; and 
probably no good reason can be assigned why 
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they are not together in one denomination. 
Yet they are distinct, and have separate or- 
ganizations. We shall sketch their history 
according to the dates in which they have 
appeared in this city. 

African Methodist Episcopal Zion 

Church. 

In the year 1796, the colored members of 
the Methodist Churches in the city of New 
York, feeling a desire to hold meetings 
among themselves, where they might have 
opportunity to exercise their spiritual gifts, 
and thereby, as they hoped, become more 
useful to each other, obtained permission 
firom Bishop Asbury to hold such meetings 
in the intervals of the regular preaching hours 
of the white ministers. Accordingly a house 
was hirecT and fitted up in Cross street, be- 
tween Mulberry and Orange streets, where 
meetings were statedly held. At this time 
there were three colored preachers and one 
exborter in New York city. These things 
continued for about three years, when a re- 
gular congregation was gathered, and a house 
of worship was built on Church street, corner 

of Leonard street, and opened in September, 

28 
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1800. The corporation was legally orga- 
nized in Febmary fc^owing. After several 
years the house of worship was found too 
small for the congregation, and in May, 1820^ 
it was taken down, and the foundation of 
another was laid, to be 55 feet wide and 70 
feet long, which was finished, and opened 
for worship in August of the same year. 
This building was consumed by fire in the 
year 1839, and the present house of worship 
was erected during the next year. 

A branch of the Zion Church is established 
at Harlem, called << Little Zion,'' and a small 
brick building was erected thete in 1843. 
Another branch of the same church has 
been established in Twenty-second street^ 
near Seventh avenue. These three are con- 
sidered at present as one pastoral charge. 
The Rev. J. A. King is the preachet in 
charge, and they report at this time on the 
roll of communion eleven hundred and 
ninety-six members at Church street, sixty- 
six at Harlem, and fourteen at Twenty- 
second, street 

This branch of the Methodist Church stood 
in connection with the white conference until 
X820, when they separated, and since that 



METHaDIST CHVROH. 323 

time have elected sup^rintendants or bishops 
of their own color. At the present time Rev. 
Christopher Rush and Rev. William Miller 
are superintendants; and their last annual 
minutes report four annual conferences,— « 
viz.: Baltimore, Philadelphia, New York, 
and New England, containing in all ninety* 
nine churches. 

AsBURT African Methodist Episcopal 

Church. 

Such is the style adopted by another dis- 
tinct portion of the colored Methodist Church 
in this city. It was in the year 1813, that 
Thomas Sipkins, William Miller, and some 
others separated from the Zion Church, and 
purchased a house of worship, standing on 
Elizabeth street, near Walker, which had 
been built by a Congregational Church, 
under the ministry of Mr. Townley, where 
public worship was commenced, and a church 
formed, which was called the " Asbury 
Church.^' 

For about seven years the Asbury Church 
continued to stand independently, but in 
November, 1820, a union was effected be- 
tween this church and the Zion Church, 
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which continued about two years. For at 
least twenty years succeeding this, the Asbury 
Church was in various ecclesiastical connec- 
tions; sometimes standing with the white 
churches, in the Methodist Episcopal con* 
nection, sometimes with the African Con- 
ference of the same name, and sometimes 
with the Zion Church. Their place of wor- 
ship was also frequently changed. Their 
house of worship onElizabeth street being de- 
stroyed by fire, they occupied for some time 
a room in the basement of the Broadway 
Tabernacle, entering from Anthony street 
They were also in a hall on the corner of 
Elizabeth and Grand streets, and then occu- 
pied a hall on Howard street After this 
they removed to Fourth street, near the East 
river, and at length an individual purchased 
for them a house of worship, standing on 
Third street, near Avenue D, and to this 
they have removed, with a view to per- 
manency. A few churches of the same 
name having been formed in other places, 
their preachers met in convention on Sept 
7th, 1844, and organized themselves into a 
conference, and elected the Rev. Francis P. 
Graham as superintendant or bishop. Their 
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first conference was held in June follow- 
ing. 

The church in Third street is as yet the 
only " Asbury Colored Church*' in the city 
of New York. It contains about seventy 
members in communion. The Rev. Brito M. 
C. Varick is the present officiating minister. 

African Methodist Episcopal Church. 

In November, 1787, the colored people 
belonging to the Methodist Church in Phila- 
delphia, assembled together to take into con- 
sideration the evils under which they labored 
from their connection with the white church- 
es, but nothing at that time was effected. 

In 1793, the number of colored members 
having considerably increased, Richard Al- 
len, a colored preacher, proposed to erect 
for the colored people, a house of worship 
on his own ground, and at his own expense, 
which he did, and it was dedicated to the 
worship of God by the Rev. Francis Asbury, 
then bishop of the Methodist church in the 
United States, and the house was named 
*' Bethel." Severe contentions followed, as- 
the whites claimed both the house and the 

congregation as theirs, which claims, the 

28* 
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colored people resisted. Similar hardships 
were experienced by the colored people in 
Baltimore, and some other places^ and at 
length, in the month of April, 1816, a general 
convention of the colored people in the 
Methodist churches, was held in Philadel- 
phia* A new connection was formed, called 
" The African Methodist Episcopal Church," 
and the first general conference was held. 
At this meeting, on April 11, 1S16, the Rev. 
Richard Allen was unanimously elected 
Bishop. Mr. Allen had been ordained as a 
deacon by Bishop Asbury, seventeen years 
before, and was at this time set apart to the 
Episcopal office by prayer, and the imposi- 
tion of the hands of five ordained ministers. 
Thus this denomination commenced. They 
are sometimes called '' Allenites," after the 
name of Bishop Allen, and their churches 
are usually called the '' Bethel Churches," 
after the name given to the first church in 
Philadelphia. Bishop Allen died in Phila- 
delphia, March 26, 1831, having previously, 
in 1828, ordained the Rev. Morris Brown 
as his assistant ; and since his death, on May 
15, 1836, Bishop Brown, with the assistance 
of five elders, ordained the Rev. Edward 



METHODIST CHURCH. 327 

Waters to the Episcopate with himself. 
Bishop Waters has since deceased, and the 
Rev. William Paul Quinn supplies his place. 

There is but one colored Methodist church 
in this particular connection, in this city, and 
this commenced in the early part of the year 
1820. William Lambert and George 
White, two preachers in this connection, 
commenced preaching here in the spring of 
that year. A building was obtained in Mott 
fitreet, near Walker street, and opened as a 
place of public worship, July 23, 1820. A 
church was organized, and the Bev. Henry 
Harden became its pastor. 

This church continued to meet in Mott 
street for several years, having a moderate 
degree of prosperity, until their house of 
worship was destroyed by fire. They then 
met for a time in Elizabeth street, and in 
1S35, they succeeded in erecting a decent 
brick edifice on Second street, where they 
remain at this time. A small brancl|^of this 
church has been founded at Harlem within 
about two years, but both meetings are xmr 
der one pastoral supervision. They number 
in communion, seven hundred and sixteen 
members at Second street, and thirteen at 
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Harlem. The Rev. John Boggs is now the 
preacher in charge. 

Methodist African Union. 

This is the designation of another section 
of the Colored Methodist Church in the city 
of New York. It is an independent body, 
which commenced in the year 1826, when 
a church of seven persons was formed. 
They met in a small room in the Seventh 
avenue, near Eighteenth street. Mr. Camp- 
bell, a respectable colored man, and Mr. 
Isaac Barney, were the preachers. They 
continued their meetings regularly for about 
nine years, when in 1835, the building 
where they met was consumed by fire, and 
they fitted up a room over a stable in the 
Sixth avenue, near Fourth street, where they 
met for four or five years. In 1840, the 
congregation succeeded in erecting a brick 
building, measuring fifty-three feet by 
twenty-four, situated on Fifteenth street, 
near the Sixth avenue, where they still re- 
main. A considerable congregation assem- 
bles here on the Sabbath, and about three 
hundred and fifty are enrolled in communion. 
Mr. Barney still holds the pastoral office. 
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A small branch of this church has recently 
commenced a meeting near Yorkville, but 
has as yet no distinct organization. 



DATK OF THE METHODfST EPISCOPAL 
CHURCHES IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 

WITH THE NUMBER OF COMMUNICANTS IN EACH, AS RX- 
PORTED TO CONFERENCE IN JUNE, 1845. 

Data. Com. 

John Street 1766 388 

Forsyth Street 1790 655 

Duane Street 1797 601 

Seventh Street 1800 311 

Allen Street 1810 955 

Bedford Street , .1810 1057 

Willet Street 1819 664 

Eighteenth Street 182^ 819 

Greene Street 1831 462 

Second Street .1832 793 

Yorkville 1832 35 

Vestry Street 1833 216 

Mulberry Street 1834 277 

Twenty-seventh Street 1834 209 

Harlem.... 1836 70 

Forty-first Street... .« 1840 94 

Twenty-fourth Street 1842 105 

German Mission 1842 184 

Asbury Church 1842 475 

Sullivan Street 1843 320 

Madison Street 1843 270 

Manners' Methodist Episcopal 1844 400 

Floating Bethel * 1845 2^ 

Jane Street r 1845 > 210 

Home Mission Church 1845 J 

Churches 25 Members 9,595 
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OTHER METHODIST CHURCHES OF WHITE 

MEMBERS. 

Methodist Society 1820 300 

Ist Protestant Methodist Church 1820 200 

2d Protestant Methodist Church 1826 20 

Welsh Methodist « 1828 105 

Primitive Methodist 1829 unkno'n 

German Evangelical 1841 60 

1st Wesleyan Church 1841 85 

2d Wesleyan Church 1843 35 

805 



COLORED METHODIST CHURCHES. 

Zion Church ««..•. 1801 1196 

littleZion 1843 66 

Twenty-second Street 14 

Asbury Church 1813 70 

Methodist Episcopal, or Bethel Church . . • 1 820 736 

Branch of do. (Harlem) 1843 IS 

African Union 1826 350 

Churches 15 Members 2,445 

Total in all the Methodist Churches, 12,845. 



ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH- 

1783. 



Sir Thomas Dongan, who was governor 
of New York under James IL, about the year 
1685, was a Roman Catholic, and it was 
during his administration that the first Ca* 
tholic families settled in the city. But the 
prejudices of the people against them were 
very strong, and under the administration of 
subsequent Governors, very oppressive laws 
were passed. There was even a law passed 
in one instance, for hanging every Catholic 
priest who should come voluntarily into the 
colony. There is, however, no evidence that 
this law was ever enforced It is true that 
in August, 1741, John Ury, an Englishman, 
who was a Catholic Priest, was publicly ex- 
ecuted in this city. But he was indicted as 
being concerned in what was called " The 
Negro Plot,*' which was a supposed consul- 
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racy of negroes, and others, to bum the city, 
and murder the inhabitants ; and there is no 
evidence that the law formerly passed against 
the Catholics was brought into view at all 
in this case. There was, however, a most 
intolerant spirit reigning, as the conside- 
ration of another fact will show. Before 
the Revolution, the port of New York was 
the great depot of the captures made by the 
British cruisers. In the month of February, 
1778, a large armed French ship was taken 
by the British, near the Chesapeake bay, and 
sent into New York, for condemnation. 
Among her officers was the Rev. Mr. De la 
Motte, a Catholic priest, of the order of St. 
Augustin, in the capacity of the Ship's Chap- 
lain ; and he, with Uie other officers, was per- 
mitted to go at large in the city, within cer- 
tain limits, on his parole of honor. Mr. De 
la Motte was solicited by his countrymen^ 
and by those of his own faith, to hold reli« 
gious service according to the forms of the 
Catholic Church. Being apprised of the 
existence of some prohibitory law, he ap- 
plied to the Commandant for permission, 
which it seems was refused ; but not under- 
standing the language very well, Mr. De la 
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Motte supposed he had obtained the pennis- 
sion, and proceeded to hold the service. 
For this he was arrestedi and kept in close 
confinement until he was exchanged. Thus, 
until the dose of the Revolutionary war, 
and while the English laws were in force in 
the country, no Catholic clergyman was al- 
lowed to officiate in this State ; but after the 
war, and when the independence of the 
country was acknowledged, full toleration 
was enjoyed, and eveiy man was allowed 
to worship God according to the dictates of 
his own conscience. The Roman Catholics 
in this city took immediate advantage of 
this, and in November, 1783, a congregation 
was formed under the ministry of the Rev. 
Andrew Nugent, who it is believed was 
sent hither by the Bishop of the Roman 
Catholic Church in Maryland. Their place 
of worship was in a building erected for 
public purposes in Vauxhall garden, situated 
on the margin of the North river, the garden 
extending from Warren to Chambers streets. 
One of the most active men in this enter'* 
prise was Sieur de St Jean de Creveooeux, 
then consul of France, for New York, New 
Jersey and Connecticut, who with Joze. Roiz 

29 
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ffilva, James Stewart, and Henry Dofflio, 
became incorporated on the 11th of June, 
1785, by the name and style <tf the *^ Trus- 
tees of the Roman Catholic Church in the 
dty of New YoA.** The church not being 
well accommodated with a place of worship 
applied for the use of the ^' Exchange," a 
biulding then standing at the lower end of 
Broad street, and occupied as a court room, 
but failing in this, measures were immedi- 
ately taken for the erection of a church build- 
ing. 

Ground having been procured on Barclay 
street, corner of Church street, a brick edifice 
was erected, measuring forty-eight feet by 
eighty-one, and so far finished as to have 
mass perfonned for the fiirst time within its 
walls, on Saturday, November 4, 1786. The 
services were conducted by the Rev. Mr. 
Nugent, as pastor, assisted by the chaplain 
of the Spanish ambassador, and the Rev. 

Joze Phelap. 

In the following spring, the name of the 
church was changed to that of St Peter's. 

Mr. Nugent continued to officiate until 
1788, when be was succeeded by the Rev. 
Williani O'Brien, who continued pastor <tf 
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St Peter's church until his death, which took 
place May 14, 1816. The Bev. John Pow* 
er, D.D., succeeded Mr* O'Brien in the pas* 
toral office, in which office he remainsi 
having now as a colleague, the Bev. Charles 
C. Pise, D.D. 

In the year 1836, it was found necessary 
to rebuild St Peter's Church, as the old 
one was going to decay, and was, moreover, 
altogether too small to accommodate the 
increasing multitudes who resorted thither. 
It was accordingly taken down, and a most 
substantial edifice of stone was erected in its 
place, more than twice as large as the ori* 
ginal building. The comer-stone was laid 
with appropriate services by Bishop DuBois, 
October 26, 1836. In September of the 
following year, pubUc worship was com- 
menced in the basement, and on February 
25, 1S38, the principal auditory was conse- 
crated by Bishop Hughes. 

St. Patrick's Church. 

For more than thirty years St Peter's 
Church was the only Catholic Church in 
the city of New York, but the denomination 
increasing rapidly, another church build- 
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iDg was needed for their 
Accordingly, in die year ISIS, a very qpa- 
cions fitone building was erected oa. the 
comer oi Mott and Plince streets, and called 
<< St Patrick's CadiedraL" Here, within a 
short time, a large assembly was odlected, 
and not many years dapsed bdbre it was 
judged expedient to enlarge the bQil£ng. 
When first erected it was 120 feet long aad 
80 wide, and now 36 feet more were added 
to the length, extending the building from 
Mott to Mulberry streets ; and although there 
are no galleries in the house, except an <»rgan 
loft, yet {MTobably two thousand persons can 
be accommodated on the prindpal floor of 
the house. This cathedral is considered the 
seat of the Episcopate in this diocese. 
Bishops Hughes and McCloskey reside here, 
assisted by a number of the subordinate 
clergy. 

St. Mary^s Church. 

After the erection of St Patrick's Cathe- 
dral, more than ten years elapsed before an- 
other Catholic Chuich was buUt in the city. 
But the Catholic population was fast in- 
creasing, eq>ecially in the northeasteiPn p«rt 
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of the city, and farther accommodations were 
needed for them. Accordingly, towards the 
dose of the year 1826, a building, then 
vacated by the Seventh Presbyterian Churcbi 
was parcbased, and a congregation collected. 
The building was situated ou Sheriff street, 
between Broome and Delancy streets. It 
was a small frame building, with a bride 
front The church remained here between 
six and seven years, when the building was 
consumed by fire. A large and convenient 
structure was immediately erected on Grand 
street, comer of Ridge street, and opened in 
1833, under the name of " St. Mary's 
Church." The Rev. William Starrs is 
pastor. 

Christ's C«urch, St. James's, and Church 
OF THE Transfiguration. 

In the year 1825, as related heretofore 
the Epi^opal Church in Ann street near 
Nassau became extinct, and their house of 
worship was offered for sale. At the close 
of the following year it was purchased by a 
church of Roman Catholics, then formed, 
who took the name of " Christ's Church," 
— ^the name of the Episcopal Church, whose 

29* 
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place they then occnpied. Of this chnrcb, 
the Bev. Feluc Varela^ then recently from 
Spain^ became pastor. They continued in 
Ann street, in ordinary prosperity, mitil the 
year 1834, when the church edifice was con- 
samed by fire. This event led to the speedy 
establishment of two churches. The congre- 
gation had become numerous, and a part of 
them, residing in the vicinity of the East 
river, wished to locate in that direction. A 
large edifice was accordingly put up on 
James street, near Chatham, and o}>ened in 
the year 1835, — ^legally holding the old cor- 
porate name of " Christ's Church," but 
known among the people as ^ St James's 
Church." The other section of the congre- 
gation purchased a house of worship situated 
on Chambers street, near Centre street, which 
had been occupied by the Reformed Presby- 
terians, where they commenced service on 
March 13th, 1836. This was called the 
" Church of the Transfiguration." The Rev. 
Dr. Varela took the pastoral chaise of th» 
church, in which office he still continues : the 
Rev. John M. Smith is pastor of St. James's. 
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St. JoBE^vfn Chubgh. 

Shortly after the establishment of the 
church in Ann street^ as jnst related^ the 
Catholic population increased very greatly 
in the northwest part of the city, and it be- 
came necessary to provide for their religious 
instructions. This led to the erection of 
^ St. Joseph's Church," standing on the Sixth 
avenue, corner of Barrow street, which was 
opened in the year 1833, under the ministry 
of the Rev« James Cummisky. 

The Rev. Dr. Pise, Rev. Dr. McCloskey, 
now one of the bishops of the diocese, and 
Rev. Dr. Manahan, have successively minis- 
tered to this flock. The Rev. Michael 
McCarron now holds the pastoral office. 

German Churches. 

The emigration to this city, of Germans, 
has been very great for the last ten or twelve 
years, and the German population in the 
city, at this time, is computed at nearly thirty 
thousand. A large proportion of this popula- 
tion are of the Roman Catholic religion, and, 
to provide for their instruction, there have 
been established four German churches, — 
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viz.: "St Nicholas's Church," in Second 
street, founded in 1835, of which the Bev. 
A. Buckiheyer is now pastor ; the '^ Church 
of St. John the Baptist," situated on Thir- 
tieth street, near Eighth avenue, founded in 
1840, of which the Rev. J. A. Jacop is pas- 
tor ; « St Francis' Church,'* in Thirty-first 
street, near the Seventh avenue, founded in 
the year 1844, of which the Rev. Zacharias 
Eunze is pastor ; and " The Church of the 
most Holy Redeemer," situated on Third 
street, near Avenue B, founded in 1844, of 
which the Rev. Gabriel Rumpler is pastor. 
In these churches the service is conducted in 
the German language. As these churches 
are of recent origin, the above facts comprise 
about the whole of their history. 

St. Paul's Church. 

A large Catholic population had settled at 
Harlem, and to accommodate them with a 
house of worship, a large edifice of stone, 
measuring seventy-two feet by fifty-two, 
was erected in the year 1835. The Rev. 
John Walsh is the officiating minister. 
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St. Ani^bw's Church. 

In the year 1840, another Catholic Church 
was fonned, called " St. Andrew's Church," 
under the pastoral charge of the Bev. John 
Maginnis. A house of worship, originally 
buih by a Universalist Society, situated on 
Buane street, near Chatham, was purchased, 
and here they remain. 

Church op the Nativity. 

Such is the style of a Catholic Church 
formed in the year 1841. At that time iht 
^ Second Avenue Presbyterian Church,'' 
finding themselves embarrassed, felt obliged 
to relinquish their house of worship to their 
creditors. It was sold at auction, and pur- 
chased by this Catholic Church. It has 
since been enlarged. A very numerous 
congregation assemble here. The Rev. 
Edward O'Neil is pastor. 

Church op St. John the Evangelist. 

This church was founded in 1842. The 
church-edifice is of wood, rather a frail 
building, but capable of accommodating a 
large congregation. It stands on the Fifth 
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avenue, near the Institution for the Deaf and 
Dumb. The Bev. Felix Larkin is pastor. 

Church of St. Vincent Db Paul. 

In the summer of 1839, the Episcopal 
^ Church of the Ascension,'' standing on 
Canal i^treet, near Broadway, was destroyed 
by fire, and that congregation rebuilt their 
church-edifice on. the Fifth avenue. In a 
year or two after this, the site of the old 
church in Canal street was purchased by a 
church formed of French Catholics, und^ 
the above name. Their present bouse of 
worship was built in 1843. The Rev. Ounet 
Lafont is the present pastor. The service 
is conducted in the French language. 

Church of St. Columb^:. 

This is the last Catholic Church formed 
in the city. It was organized in 1845, when a 
large and handsome edifice was erected on 
Twenty-fifth street, near the Ninth avenue. 
The Eev. Joseph P. Burke is pastor. 
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LIST OF THE ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. WITH THE 
DATE OF THEIR ORGANIZATION. 

St. Peter's Church, Barclay street, • 1783 

St Patrick's Church, Mott street, 1815 

St Mary's Church, Grand street, 1826 

Christ's Church, Ann street (now extinct), 1826 

St Joseph's Church, Sixth avenue, 1833 

St James's Church, James street, 1835 

St. Paul's Church, Harlem, 1835 

St. Nicholas^ Church (German), Second street, * . . . 1835 
Church of the Transfiguration^ Chambers street, ..1836 

St Andrew's Church, Duane street, 1840 

St. John the Baptist (German), Thirtieth street,.. ..1840 

Church of the Nativity, Second avenue, .1841 

Church of St John the Evangelist, Fi^h avenue, 1842 
Qmrch of St. Vincent de Paul (French), Canal 

street, • • 1843 

St. Francis' Church (German), Thirty-first street, 1844 
Church of the Holy Redeemer (German), Third 

street, • 1844 

Church of St. Columbs, Twenty-fifth street 1845 

Churches 16 
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UmVERSALIST CHURCH. 

1796. 



A FEW discourses on the subject of Uni- 
versal Salvation had been delivered in the 
city of New York, by the Eev. John Mur- 
ray, and other preachers, who as they were 
journeying would stop in the city for a day 
or two, and hold a meeting. Thus several 
years passed, and nothing permanent was 
effected. 

The final establish ment of the denomination 
in the city was peculiar. Three prominent 
members of the John Street Methodist 
Church, viz., Abraham E. Brouwer, Robert 
Snow, and Edward Mitchell, while they still 
held to spiritual religion, the Divinity of 
Christ, and atonement only through bis 
blood, had adopted the belief of limited fu- 
ture punishment, and a final restitution of 
all things. On account of this sentiment 



HKITXfttALIftT CaUROil* 845 

their sitnadon in the chmoh became nn** 
pleasanti imd they withdrew from it with 
bit characters, on the 28th of April, 1796. 
In the following month, being joined by 
several others, they formed themselves into 
a religions society, styled ^ The Society of 
United Christian Friends, in the city of 
New York.'' Fourteen members were en- 
tolled at the organization. The constitntion 
Aey adopted, provided for the annual elec* 
tion of an Elder from among themselves to 
kad their meetings, and take the oversight 
of the society, as well as for an indefinite 
number of public speakers ; and also for the 
cdebration of the Lord's Supper, the ordi^ 
nance of baptism, and other religious observ- 
ances. 

The society first worshipped in the house 
of Mr. Brouwer, but the number of mem* 
hers increasing it was judged expedient to 
build, and a small edifice was accordingly 
erected in Vandewater street, near to the 
spot where the Episcopal Church now 
stands. 

For about seven years after the formation 
of the society, they adhered to their original 
plan of conducting their meetings among 

80 
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tbemsdves, ami edifying each other by such 
gifta as they possessed. In these exercises 
Mr. Edward Mitchell, one of the original 
membersi was a leading man, and his la- 
bors being acceptable and usefal, he was 
reqnested by the society to become their 
stated preacher, and was ordained as such 
July 18th, 1803. The society was soon con- 
siderably enlarged, and being straitened 
for. room, they disposed of their house of 
WOTship, and purchased one then recendy 
built, standing on Pearl street, between 
Chatham and Cross street.* In the spring 
of 1810, Mr. Mitchell received an invitation 
to settle in Boston, as a colleague with the 
Bev. John Murray, which he thought prop^ 
to accept, and he left New York in August 
following. But in the next year he ^as re- 
called by the congregation at New York, 
and returned here in Oct., 1811, and con- 
tinued in the pastoral office until his death, 
whieh took plaoe in the year 1834, having 

• This house is still standing. It was originally hnilt 
on the street, with a burying ground in the rear, but was 
afterwards removed over the bnr3ring ground, and houses 
built on the street The house is now occupied by the 
Zion Baptist Church of coloi«d pewons. 
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been eoniiected with the soefety from its 
commencement, a period of forty yean. 

Not long after Mr. Mitchell's return from 
Boston,, the people began to consider the 
subject of building a new and larger house 
of worship, which was carried into effect 
Chround was rented on the corner of Duane 
and Augustus street, now " City Hall place,** 
and a substantial brick building was erected, 
at a cost of about $20,000. It was opened 
in Dec., 1818. After the death of Mc 
Mitchell, the meeting was led for a year by 
Mr. Edward Cook^ a member of the society, 
and the Bev. Mr. Pickering was afterwards 
employed for two years. At this time the 
society had become considerably reduced in 
numbers, other congregations having been 
estcdi>li0hed ; and an opportunity presenting 
in the year 1837, they rented tl^ir house of 
worship to the <^ West Baptist Church," and 
retired to a Hall in Forsyth street The 
house of worship has been subsequently 
sold to a Roman Catholic Church. The 
Society of United Christian Friends, more 
generaUy known in the city as the ^^ First 
Universalist Church," have now ceased to 
meet for public worship. 
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Prinoe Strbbt Unitbesalist Chubch. 

In the year 1824, a society of Universal- 
ists was formed under the ministry of the 
Bev. Nehemiah Dodge, and a house of 
worship was built on the corner of Prince 
and Marion Street9. After a ministry of 
about two or three years, Mr. Dodge left, 
and was succeeded by the celebrated Abner 
Kneeland, whose impious ravings soon 
scattered the congregation, and the house 
was sold in 1830, to the Union Presbyterian 
Church. 

■ 

Orchard Street Unii^pialist Church. 

About the year 1830, the Bev. Thomas 
J. Sawyer commenced preaching in a bwM 
frame building standing on Grand street, not 
far from the Roman Catholic Church, and 
a considerable oongr^ation was here col* 
lected. A very commodious house of >wor^ 
ship had been erected by a Befcmned Dutch 
. Church, standing on Orchard street, between 
Broome and Delancy streets. This was 
about to be sold, and was purchased by Ibe 
Universalist society in 1833, and alai^ and 
flourishing congregation has been coUeeted 
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liere. Mr. Sawyer continaed in the pastoral 
office nntil the summer of 1845, when he re- 
signed his charge, and left the city. The 
Bev. Otis A. Skinner is the present mini- 
ster. 

Blbecker Street Univbrsalist Church. 

This congregation was commenced in 
1832. The first place of meeting was a 
small house of worship, now standing on 
the Sixth avenue, opposite Amity street 
The Rev. C. F. Lefevre became pastor of 
the church, and continued to officiate ac- 
ceptably for six years, when he resigned the 
charge. But during this time, the^ congre- 
gation became large and permanent, and in 
1836, a very substantial brick edifice was 
erected on the corner of Bleecker and Down- 
ing streets, at a cost of $43,000. After Mr. 
Lefevre left, the Rev. Melzar Raynor sup- 
plied the pulpit for a year or more, but 
had not the pastoral charge. The present 
pastor, the Rev. William S. Balch, was 

settled in November, 1841. 

30* 



Elizabeth Street Universalist 

Church. 

In the year 1837, an effort was made by 
the Rev. William Whitaker, to establish a 
Universalist congregation, and for this pur- 
pose a meeting was opened in a Hall on 
Broadway. A considerable congregation 
was gathered, and in 1838, they removed to 
a meeting-house in Duaiie street, near 
Chatham, formerly occupied by the First 
Universalist Church, and just then vacated 
by the West Baptist Church. Toward the 
close of 1839, Mr, Whitaker changed his 
religious views, and became the minister ot 
the Fourth Free Presbyterian Church, 
About the same time the Bowery Church 
edifice being for sale, it was purchased by 
the Universalist Society, raised by the labors 
of Mr. Whitaker, and others who joined 
them at that time, and here they have re- 
mained, known as the Fourth, or Elizabeth 
Street Universalist Church. 

For two years they were supplied by the 
Rev. I. D. Williamson, and after this the 
Rev. Moses Ballon held the pastoral office 
for about two years longer. He Idit in 1845, 
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when the present mmister) the Rev. Thomas 
L. Harris, was obtained. 

Fifth Universalist Church. 

The meeting above named was com- 
menced in the year 1840, in a Hall on Hous- 
ton street The Rev. B. B. Halleck was the 
preacher for about three years. He was suc- 
ceeded in the pastoral office by the Rev. J. N. 
Paiiier, who commenoed his labors soon after 
Mr* Halleck left In 1843, the congregation 
Qompleted a very neat brick edifice, stand* 
log on Fourth street, near Aveniie C, where 
ttiey now assemble. A considerable con- 
gregation assemble here, and their prospects 
are encouraging. 

In the spring of 1846, Mr. Parker left, and 
no pastor has aa yet been installed in his 
place. 

UNIVERSALIST CHURCHES IN NEW YORK. 

When fSninded. 

First Chnmh, Daane street 1796 extinct. 

Prince Street Church 1824 extinct 

Second Church, Orchard street 1830 

Third Church, fileecker street 1832 

Fourth Church, Elizabeth street 1837 

Fifth Chiireb, Fourth street 1840 



CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH. 

1804. 



As far as information can be obtained, 
there have been formed in New York city 
seventeen Congregational Churches, besides 
the church formed at the Broadway Taber- 
naclci by Mr. Finney, in 1836, — a sketch of 
which has been given on a previous page, 
which, though claiming to be Congregational, 
cannot be recognized as such» Of these 
seventeen churches, nine have become ex- 
tinct, and eight only remain. The following 
brief sketch of each is given from such scan^ 
mpLterials as can now be found. 

First Congregational Church, of 

New York. 

About the year 1804, the Rev. John 
Townly, a Congregational minister, estab- 
lished a religious meeting in an old frame 



CONaBEaATIONXL CHURCH. 393 

building then standing on Warren street) 
just out of Broadway. A considerable num- 
ber of persons attended on his ministry, and 
a Congregational Church was formed. The 
naiBber of original members cannot no^ be 
ascertainedi but in the course of three or four 
years the number of communicants had in- 
encased to nearly one hundred* Mr. Townly 
continued to labor in Warren street for the 
space of four or -five years, assisted occasion-^ 
ally by the late Rev. John Scmdford and the 
Bev. Archibald Maday, who was then a 
Conf^gationalist 

The congregation, finding their numbers 
increasing, were encouraged to erect a house 
of worship on Elizabeth street, between 
Walker and Hester streets, to which they 
removed about the year 1809. But here, 
though better accommodated, they were sub« 
jeot to an embanassment. They were in 
debt for their building, and after about four 
or five years of effort, Mr. Townly resigned 
his charge, and left the city ; the house of wor^ 
ship was sold to the Asbury colored Me- 
diodists, and the church was scattered. 
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Independent Conoreoational Church. 

The Rev. J. 8. C. F. Frey, a coavorted 
JeW| came to New York, from London, in 
the autumn of the year 1816. He was con- 
nected in En^and with the Independent or 
Oongregation^ Church, and soon i^r faia 
anrii^ in this city, it was proposed to attempt 
the formation o( such a church here. Ac- 
cordingly, in the month of June, 1817, Mr. 
Frey commenced preaching in a schoolhouse 
on Mulberry street, and a church was there 
organized. The room they occupied, though 
twice enlarged, proved too small for the con- 
gregation, and a frame building, now stand- 
ing in the rear of No. 488 Pearl street, near 
Cross slreet, and which had been occupied 
as a meeting-house by a Universalist society, 
was purchased. Here a still lai^r congre- 
gation assembled, and for two or three years 
Mr. Frey continued to labor with success. 
On the 15th of April, 1818, Mr. Frey was 
installed pastor of the church, by the ^ West 
Chester and Morris County Presbytery.*'* 

* It is not precisely known what this ecclesiastical 
body really was. Mr. Frey, in his "Narrative," from 
which the above ^Mts are selected, calls it a ** Presbytery," 
And yet says that he was an Independent or Congregation 
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In the year 1820, it was thought advisable by 
Mr. Frey and the church to change their 
form of government to that of Presbyterian- 
ism, and to propose a union with the Pres- 
bytery of New York| and this union was 
effected in October, 1821. But previous to 
this 4ime the congregation had removed to a 
new house of worship on Vandewater street, 
and they thenceforth adopted that name. 
Their sketch as a Presbyterian Church has 
been given on page 163. 

Broadway Conoreoational Church. 

Not far from the year 1817, the Bev. Mr. 
Ball was preaching in a building, used as a 
house of worship, standing on Broadway, 
comer of Anthony street, where he formed a 
Congregational Church. He died here, and 
was succeeded by his son. Very little infor- 
mation can now be obtained respecting this 
church, for it was soon scattered, and the 
building passed into other hands. 

alist in EngUmd, and that tha church formed was of that 
denomination. The &ctf are given aa they are found, 
without any attempt to reconcile them. 
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Proyideiccb Chapel. 

This is the nmme adopted by a Comgtegtir 
tional Chmdi, Conned in the year 1819. U 
was gathered by the labiHS of the Bev. 
Josq^h Harrison, who was installed pastor 
of tteehnichinthesanieyear. Thechmdi 
eonsiited of twdve members only at Ub 
formation. For three years they SBsembled 
in a hall on the con»r of what was then 
Chapel and Provost streets, bnt now Fnttk- 
lin street and West Broadway. In 1833, a 
honse of worship was bnilt on Thompson 
street, near Broome street, measoring 60 feet 
by 40, at a cost of $8000. The congr^a- 
tion have continued here to the present time. 
It is a regolar and respectable assembly; 
never very large, bnt generally in a healthful 
state. The present number of commu- 
nicants is about one hundred, f/b* Harrison 
remains their pasUnr. 

Brooms Street Church. 

About the year 1816 or 1817, there was a 
meeting opened in Rose street, by a lie 
Broad, a very eccentric man, and whose 
diaracter was bad. £Gs meeting broke up, 
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and the house he obenpied for worship was 
hired by the Rev. Alexander Cummings, an 
JBngUsh Independent minister, who com- 
menced preaching, and formed a Congrega- 
tional Church. About the year 1820, when 
the Bethel Baptist Church took possession 
<rf their new house of worship on Delancy 
street, Mr. Cummings* congregation hired 
the meeting-house in Broome street, which 
the Baptist Church had occupied, and re- 
naoved there. In the spring of 1821, a pro- 
posal was made by this church to become 
Presbyterian, and unite with the New York 
Presbytery; but, after some negotiation and 
delay, the overture was declined by the Pres- 
bytery, and the proposal was withdrawn. 
Mr. Cummings continued preaching for a 
year or more after this, but in 1822 he left 
for the purpose of supplying the church at 
Babylon, on Long Island, and the '^ Broome 
Street Congregational Church" ceased opera- 
tions, and soon became extinct. Mr. Cum- 
mings supplied the church at Babylon about 
two years, when he returned to Brooklyn, 
and engaged in teaching. He died at Brook- 
lyn in February, 1826, at the age of fifty- 

31 
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serenyean. He was m^nmn of good dialrae- 
ter and oonect aentiiKieiits. 

Welsh CSoiceHBOATioiVAL C^rch. 

A CoDgr^;ational Chwch was forraed not 
iSsur from the year 1824 or 1825| a large part 
of whom were from Wales, and a part of 
thie services were held in the Webih Ian* 
gnage. They met in the upp^ part of Mul- 
berry street, and, after a year or more, the 
Bev. James Davies became pastor of the 
church, and continued with them for about 
seven years, when he r^gned his charge, 
and went into the western country. Another 
minister of the same name succeeded him, 
who died soon. The congregation then re- 
moved to a house of worship in Broome 
street, near the 'Bowery, and were under the 
pastoral care of the Rev. Jenkin Jenkins, 
when, in 1833, they changed their form of 
government to that of Presbyterian, and 
united with the Third Presbytery, where they 
now remain. 

See sketch of Presbyterianism, page 185* 
Seei also sketch of the Welsh Calvinistic 
Methodists, page 311. 
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^ TiAmy Ookobb^ational Church.'^ 

Sach was the style of a church formed 
about the year 1824, in the northe^sterfi part 
of the city, in connection with the labors of 
the Rev. John DicL In the course of two 
years, a frame building with a brick front 
was put up on Third street, near avenue D9 
which was finished and opened fmr worship 
in 1826. Not more than six months after 
this, Mr. Dick was silenced on account of 
inunoralities, the church and congregation 
scattered, and the house of worship was sold 
^r its debts. It is now occupied by the 
'Asbuiy colored .Methodists. 

FiBST Free Conoreoational Church. 

"When Mr. Finney left the Chatham 
Street Chapel, in 1836, Imd went to the 
Broadway Tabernacle, he took with him a 
large portion of what had been the ^ Second 
Free Presbyterian Church.'* Those who 
remained behind called the Rev. J. H. Mar- 
tyn| and adopted the Congregational form. 
They styled themselves at that Ume, the 
Second Free CongregationaT Church, con- 
sidering the one just formed i^t the Taber^ 
nade as t^e First 
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The Chatham Street Chapel was ipon 
after given up, and the church retired to a 
halL Mr Martyn was dismissed in 1836, 
and for several years they had no pastor. 

In the autumn of 1841, the church recalled 
Mr. Martyn, and obtained a lease of the 
house of worship on the corner of Christie 
and Delancy streets, known as the '^ Bethel 
Baptist Meeting-house.'' This house they 
repaired, and occupied for nearly two years, 
when they sold out their lease ; and have 
since that time erected a commodious brick 
edifice, on Christie street, between Delancy 
and Bivington streets, at a cost of about 
$7,000. It was opened for worship October 
15, 1845. In September, 1844, they changed 
their title from the " Second" to that of the 
"First" Church. The present number of 
communicants is two hundred and fifty. 
Mr. Martyn still holds the pastoral office. 

" New York Congregational Church.** 

In the autumn of 1837, after the Bowery 
Church had ceased operations, several per- 
sons who had been educated in New Eng- 
land, started *the plan of purchasing that 
building, and forming a Congregational 
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CSfatUrcb, after the New England modeL 
About fifty members were foondi a counoil 
was called, and the chnroh was regularly 
constituted, and called ^The New YcNrk 
Congregational Church,'' and the Rev. Henry 
Benedict was installed its pastor. For a 
time everything looked encouraging ; a con- 
siderable assembly attended public worship, 
and additions were made to the church from 
time to time. But troubles of various kinds 
arose, and in less than two years Mr. Bene- 
dict took his dismission. The congregation 
then gave up the house of worship, and 
mingled for a time with the Lutheran con- 
gregation in Orange street, who were then 
destitute of stated preaching. After this 
they occupied the National Hall in Canal 
street for several months, and then removed 
back to the beuement of the Bowery Church, 
having the Rev. George R. Haswell as a 
supply; till at length, seeing no fair prospect 
before them, they broke up and scattered. 

Fifth Waiu> Mission Chubch. 

The enterprise which resulted in the forma- 
tion . of this church was commenced by 

Opening for public worship the Philoma- 

31* 
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thean Hall in Doai^ street, near Hudson^ 
on January 19, 1840. In about three montbft 
after, a room was hired and fitted up^ at 328 
Washington street, and the church wasttere 
organized on June 7, 1840. Five original 
members were enrolled, but additions were 
made at their first communion, and again, 
jGrom time to time, until forty-eight 4>erson8 
had been recdved to communion. This 
church never had a settled paotor, nor a 
house of worship, but the congregation were 
at ODC time in the Marion House Chapel^ 
and then in a hall in Greenwich street, near 
Barclay. The Bev. Benjamin Lockwood^ 
a missionary of the New York City Tract 
Society, was the stated preacher to this con- 
gregation, and took the chcurge of this diurch 
all the time of its existence. It was finally 
dissolved in an orderly manner, January 24| 
1843. 

TabeIrnacle Congregational Church. 

When the body of the Tabernacle Presby^ 
tenon Church, under the pastoral care of the 
Rev. Dr. Parker, removed from the building, 
as related on page 181, there was a ^'rem- 
nant that remained," and at the close of the 
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last meeting held there by the Presbyterian 
churoh, on July 13, 1840, those who were 
disposed to unite in a new enterprise, to be 
strictly Congregational, were invited to re- 
main ; and between thirty and forty brethren 
remained, and after prayer, it was resolved 
to take measures for the formation of a Con- 
gregational church. This was effected on 
the 3d of September, 1840, by a coundi 
called for that purpose, and sixty-nine mem* 
bers were then enrolled. With the most 
commendable liberality, the purchaser of the 
Tabernacle, Mr. David Hale, offered the 
building to the new church on such terms 
as would secure to them the possession of it 
undisturbed, and ultimately the ownership 
and control of the same, which offer was 
accepted. The church was not long with- 
out a pastor, the Rev. E. W. Andrews being 
installed as such on January, 31, 1841. The 
ministry of Mr. Andrews was terminated by 
his dismission on August 14, 1845, he hav- 
ing €u;cepted the pastoral office in the Second 
Street Presbyterian Church in Troy. 

The present pastor of the church, the Rev* 
J. P. Thompson, was installed April 15, 
1845. 
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The ptospects of this church are very 
good. A large oongregatum is always 
fotuid at the Tabernacle, and the ehim^ noisr 
]iim^>er8 in commnnion three hundred and 
sixty-two mraibers. * 

SscoND Free CoNGBBGATiONiiL Church. 

The Bev. Asa Mahan, President of the 
Oberiin Institution, preached in ^Niblo's 
Saloon" daring the winter of 1843-3, and 
gathered a considerable congregation. In 
the spring following the congregation re« 
moved to the lecture-room of the Medical 
College in Crosby street, and on April 23, 
1842, a Congregational church of thirty* 
seven members was formed. Of this church 
the Bev. Samuel D. Cochran became pastor. 
In the winter following,* Rev. Charles G. 
f^nney preached to this congregation for a 
few months, when the meetings were again 
held in Niblo's Saloon. In the spring they 
returned to the Medical College, and re* 
mained there until December, 1845, when 
they took possession of a very neat and con* 
venient brick edifice which they had erected 
on Sullivan street, near Houston, at a cost 
of about $7,000. 
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Mr. Cochran is still pastor. Present nnm* 
ber of oommunicants about one hundred 
and twenty. 

Fourth Congrboational Church. 

This is the style of a Congregational 
church which was formed in the beginning 
of 1843. 

Some difficulties having occurred in the 

Protestant Methodist church in Sullivan 

> 

street, a few of the members felt themselves 
providentially called upon to separate there- 
from. They met together on August 2^ 
1842, and after a free interchange of views, 
agreed to form themselves into a Congrega* 
tional church. The organization of the 
church was accomplished in an orderly man* 
ner by a council called for that purpose, on 
January 3, 1823, when the Rev. Wm. "W. 
Wallace, M.D., was installed pastor. Thb 
Sermon on this occasion was by the Rev. 
Mr. Andrews of the Tabernacle church* 
The congregation have as yet no house of 
worship, but at present they occupy a Hall 
in Hancock street, near Bleecker. They 
have about one hundred and thirty mem- 
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.beis. i^ co^ptunonioQ. Dj^. Wallace-aemftiaa 
in the pastoral office. 

^Robinson Congregational Church.'^ 

A dimeh by thb name was formed with 
fourteen members, January 21, 1S45. The 
Bev. Charles Chamberlain, from Berkley, 
Mass., was engaged to preach, and a smsdl 
building was hired, which had been pre- 
viously used as a place of worship, situated 
on Eighteenth street, near the Eighth ave* 
nue. The meeting was continued but a 
few months^ for in June following, Mr. 
Chamberlain left the city, and the cl^urcb 
was dissolved. 

FiFTfi Congregational Church. 

This church was gathered by ike lulnm 
of the Bey» J. J. Braine, and was organized 
with thirty members in the monUi of Mardi, 
1844. They met for a time in a room is 
Sixteenth street, near the Eighth nvenue; 
end after the breaking up of the ^ Robinson 
Congregational Church " they removed to 
Eighteenth street, where they still remain. 
The church has increased to about forty 
in communion. The congregation is con- 
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dderaUjr M ; and tke Sabbath^bhool is in 
a flourishing condition. 

Afr. Braine continued to officiate in this 
church until the eariy part of 1846, when he 
lenouneed the^ principles of infant baptism^ 
1^ took his dismission. The Rev. Benja- 
min Lockwbod Was soon after invited to 
take the pastoral office in this church, and 
has entered on his labors. 

Colored Conoregational Cbvrch. 

Some time in the year 1844iRey. Chades 
fi. fiay, a colored preacher, opened a meet- 
ing in a Hall on Grand street, near die Ceo* 
tre Market, sustained principally by the First 
and Second Free Congregational Cbuxdieck 
His preaching was attended with some »nt> 
cess, and in the last week of February, 1845| 
a Congregational church was formed there, 
consisting of about twelve members. The 
church has increased to about twenty-five 
members. Mr. Bay is still preaching there. 

Church of the Puritans. 

On Sabbath evening March 15, 1846, the 
Rev. George B. Cheever, D.D., commenced 
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preaching in the small chapel of the New 
York University, with a view of gathering a 
ohnrch under the above name. This was 
-accomplished on the 12th of April, when 
about sixty mem|^rs were enrolled* Dr. 
Cheever soon received a call, and was in- 
stalled pastor May 15, 1846. Ground has 
been purchased for the erection of a house 
of worship on Union Square, comer of 
Fifteenth street 



In May, 1846, a meeting was opened in a 
Hall at 417 Houston street, by the Bev. J. 
B. L. Zender, with the design of gathering a 
French Evangelical Congregational Church, 
but as yet nothing very definite has been 
done. 
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CiWGREGATIONAL CHURCHES IN NEW YORK 
NOW IN OPERATION, 

WITH THS KUMBER OF COMMUNICANTS IN DSCKBIBER, 

1845. 
« When formed. Com. 

Providence Chapel 1819 100 

First Free Church 1836 260 

Tabernacle Church 1840 362 

Second Free Chureh 1842 120 

Fourth Church 1843 130 

Fifth Church 1844 40 

Colored Congregational Church 1 845 ' 25 

Church of the Puritans (May) 1846 60 

Total 1087 



CHURCHES ONCE FORMED, BUT NOW 

EXTINCT. 

When formed. When dissolTod. 
First Congre^tional Church. ... 1 804 1 8 1 d 

Independent Church 1817becamePree. 1821 

Broadway Cong. Church (about) 1817 (about) 1820 
Broome Street Cong. Church .... 1 8 1 9 1 822 

Welsh Church 1822 became Pres. 1833 

Thiid Church 1824 1826 

New York Cong'l Church 1837 . 1 840 

Fifth Ward Mission Church .... 1840 1843 

Robinson Cong*! Church 1845 1845 



i 
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NEW JERUSALEM CHURCH. 

1808.' 



About the year . 1808, a few individuals 
who were interested in the doctrines of what 
is styled " The New Jerusalem Church,'* as 
revealed in the theological writings of 
Emanuel Swedenborg, began to hold meet- 
ings for religious worship on the Sabbath 
in a small school-house in James street. 
These meetings were continued for several 
years at this place, with but a small increase 
of numbers. About the year 1816, they 
removed to a school-house then standing on 
Broadway, near the City Hospital. Still 
their number was small, their organization 
very simple, and their public worship was 
conducted by some one of their own num- 
ber, previously appointed. At this time a 
regular constitution was adopted, and signed 
by eleven males. They styled themselves 
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" Tho Association of the city of New York . 
for the dissemination of the Heavenly Doc- 
trine of the New Jerusalem Church/' This 
constitution was amended about seven 
years after, and signed by fifteen, a litde 
more than half of whom had signed the for- 
mer constitution. 

In 1821, the society purchased a house of 
worship situated on Pearl street, between 
Chatham and Cross streets, to which the con- 
gregation removed. In the same year, Mr. 
Charles I. Doughty, one of their number, 
who for some time previous had officiated 
as their reader or preacher, was elected to 
the pastoral office, and duly ordained. He 
continued in this office for the term of seven- 
teen years, when, in Sept., 1838, the con- 
nection was dissolved by mutual consent. 
During this period the society experienced 
but few changes, and had but a moderate 
growth, as in 1839, the whole number of 
members was only forty-two. 

For about two years after the dismission 
of Mr. Doughty, the society was rather de- 
clining. They were without a pastor, and 
disposed of their house of wotship to the 
Zion Baptist Church. 
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In Jane, 1840, Mr. B. F. Barrett was en- 
gaged to preach for this church, and in Oc- 
tober of the following yesx he was ordained 
as pastor, in which office he continues. 

The present state of the society is more 
encouraging. They have now about ninety 
communicants, with a congregation of from 
two to three hundred on the Sabbath. Their 
place of public worship is the lecture room 
of the New York Society Library, at the 
corner of Broadway and Leonard streets. 

Second Church. 

The second New Jerusalem Church in 
this city was formed with thirteen members. 
Sept 12, 1841. Of this church the Rev. 
Charles I. Doughty became pastor, assisted 
by Mr. S. Brown, a licentiate. The church 
continued under the pastoral care of Mr. 
Doughty until his death, which took place 
in July, 1844. Since which time, occasion- 
al supplies of preaching have been obtained, 
or the public services have been conducted 
by a lay reader. The Rev. Thomas Wilkes 
is the present supply. The congregation 
assemble in the small chapel of the New 
York University. 



UNITARIAN CHURCH. 

1819. 



The first Unitarian preaching in the city 
of New York was from the Rev. Dr. Chan- 
ning of Boston, who preached a sermon in 
a private house on the 25th of April, 1819, 
and afterwards on the 16th of May, in the 
same year, be preached in the lecture-room 
of the Medical College in Barclay street. 

The first Unitarian Society was founded 
May 24, 1819, and incorporated under the 
name of the " First Congregational Church 
of New York," on November 15th of the 
same year. 

On the 29th of April following, the corner 
stone of a church edifice was laid on Cham- 
bers street, west of Broadway, the Rev. Henry 
Ware, jr., officiating, and the building was 
completed and dedicated January !^0, 1821. 
The sermon on this occasion was by the 
Rev. Edward Everett, of Boston. 

29* 
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The first pastor of this church was the 
Rev. William Ware, who was ordained 
December 18, 1831, and resigned his charge 
September 19, 1836. After this, the church 
was destitute of a settled pastor for two 
years, during which time they were supplied 
by the Rev. Dr. FoUen, The present pastor, 
the Rev. Henry W. Bellows, was ordained 
January 2, 1839. 

The church edifice in Chambers street had 
a front of white marble, and was an elegant, 
although a small structure. It was capable 
of holding comfortably from five to six 
hundred people. In about six years after it 
was opened, the house had become much " 
crowded, and many of the pew holders liv- 
ing in the upper part of the city, it was thought 
best to establish a second church, which was 
done. But within ten years more, the congre- 
gation had so increased that farther accom- 
modations appeared necessary. The place 
of worship was found to be inconveniently 
situated for the people, and it was resolved 
to remove. Accordingly the old church 
edifice was sold in the summer of 1843, and 
the Savings Bank now occupies its place. 
For about two years, while a new building 
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was erecting, the congregation assembled 
for worship in the "Apollo Saloon,"* on 
Broadway. A most elegant structure h^ 
been built, situated on Broadway, between 
Spring and Prince streets, capable of seating 
over thirteen hundred persons. The cost of 
this building is about $90,000. It was dedi- 
cated October 23, 1845, under the name of 
" The Church of the Divine Unity," and is 
now occupied by a large and flourishing 
congregation. 

" Church op the Messiah." 

This church, as already related, was 
originally a colony which came out from the 
Unitarian church in Chambers street, in the 
latter part of the year 1826* A house of 
worship was built on Prince street, a short 
distance west from Broadway, which was 
opened for worship on the 7th of December 
in that year. The sermon on this occasion 
was preached by the Rev. Dr. Channing of 
Boston, from Mark xii. 29, 30. 

The first pastor of this church was the 
Rev. W. Lunt, who was ordained here in 
June, 1828, continuing to officiate, a little 
over five years, when he resigned the charp'» 
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This took place November 19, 1833. The 
church was vacant for about a year, depend- 
ing on casual supplies, when, in December, 
1834, the Rev. Orville Dewey was engaged 
for a year, but before it expired, on Novem- 
ber 26, 1835, he was installed pastor. 

Two years after this, on Sabbath morning, 
November 26, 1837, the church edifice was 
entirely destroyed by fire. 'The congrega- 
tion engaged the large Hall of Stuyvesant 
Institute on Broadway, where they continued 
to assemble for a year and a half. Arrange- 
ments were immediately made to rebuild. 
The site of the old church on Prince street 
was disposed of, and a substantial building 
of rough granite was erected on Broadway, 
near Washington Square, which was opened 
for worship. May 2, 1839, by the name of 
",The Church of the Messiah." Dr. Dewey 
remains in the pastoral office. 



THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH. 

1829. 



Two churches have been formed in New 
York city, styling themselves simply " The 
Christian Church." They hold to baptism 
by immersion, and reject infant baptism. 
They reject, also, the doctrine of the Trinity, 
discard all written creeds and confessions of 
faith, taking the Bible, simply, as the rule of 
faith and church government, and making 
Christian character only the test of fellow- 
ship. One of these churches has become 
extinct ; the other remains. 

First Christian Church. 

This was formed in the year 1829, under 
the ministry of the Rev. Simon Clough. 
Arrangements were immediately made for 
building a house of worship, which was 
effected in that year. It was a substantial 
brick edifice, measuring forty-six feet by 
seventy-five, standing on the corner of 
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Broome and Norfolk streets. It cost about 
$1.6,000. Mr. Clough continued pastor of 
the church about five years, and was suc- 
ceeded, in 1834, by the Rev. Isaac N Wal- 
ter, but Mr. Clough remained attached to 
the church, preaching occasionally as long 
as they remained together. He died in the 
spring of 1844. 

Mr. Walter remained in the pastoral office 
until the year 1839, when his health becom- 
ing impaired, and the church being greatly 
embarrassed with pecuniary difficulties, he 
was dismissed, and shortly after their house 
of worship was sold. The congregation 
hired it for nearly two years, when it was 
sold again to the " Norfolk Street Baptist 
Church,'' and the « First Christian Church" 
soon became extinct. 

Suffolk Street Christian Church. 

Although the " First Christian Church," as 
such, was no more known, yet the members 
of it were not lost In the early part of the 
year 1841, a few active members who re- 
mained, hired the " Thalian Hall," No. 460 
Grand street, at a rent of $500 per annum, 
and engaged as their minister Elder H. 
Simonton, who had supplied the first Chris- 
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tian Phurch after the dismission of Mr. 
Walter. In May, of that year, they orga- 
nized as a church, with as many of the old 
members as could then be found; several 
more were added during the year, and at its 
dose they had enrolled as communicants 
about one hundred persons. About a year 
after this, an interesting series of meetings 
was held, which resulted in the hopeful con- 
version of some thirty or forty persons, who 
were added to the church. The congrega- 
tion remained in the Thalian Hall over 
three years, and with a strong effort succeed- 
ed in meeting their temporal engagements. 

In the beginning of the year 1844, the con- 
gregation commenced the erection of a 
house of worship. Two lots were purchas- 
ed on Suffolk street, near Delancy, and a 
neat brick building was erected, measuring 
40 feet by 65, capable of seating about 
five hundred persons. It was first opened 
for worship June 23, 1844, and the church is 
now known as the " Suffolk Street Christian 
Church," about one hundred and thirty 
members are now enrolled in communion, 
and the congregation is in a flourishing 
state. Mr. Simonton has still the pastoral 
charge. 



CONCLUSION. 



In the preceding pages we liaye taken a mere 
glance at the ground now occupied by two 
hundred and seventeen Churches ; and we 
read the history, sdso, of m(»e than sixty 
others, once formed, and now extinct The 
facts here brought to view furnish much 
important instruction, and might be dilated 
on to much profit. Several pages of remark 
had been prepared. It was also proposed, 
in the outset, to have appended some in- 
teresting tables, especially one exhibiting the 
capacity of the several houses of worship 
in the city, in order, by a comparison with 
the population, to enable us to judge correctly 
of the extent of the present church accom- 
modations to the wants of the people. But 
our book has already far exceeded the limits 
originally prescribed, and we are constrained 
to stop abruptly, and leave many things 
unsaid. 



t.' 




6293 




